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When a child has more than two parents, 
Vermont family law meets a new frontier 

BY KEN PICARD P.28 
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Concerts on the Midway Lawn 

Champlain Valley Expo • Essex Junction, VT 


THE FISHMONGER 




An evening witn 

CAKE 


SATURDAY, JUNE 16 • 6PM 
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MICHAEL FRANTI 

& SPEARHEAD 

with SAINTS OF VALORY 

FRIDAY, JUNE 15 • 7PM 


SMOKED MEAT -^LIBATIONS 
Now serving Lunch 

Fridays through Sundays 

Chalkboard Brunch Specials 

on Saturdays and Sundays. 

Try our soon to b« famous Bloody Vary 
sarvsd with houss nadt plcklsd aecoutrsmsnts, 
saoksd bacon salt with bssr back to boot! 


* 23 Main Street, Waterbury, Vermont -k 




Spruce Peak 


Member Ticket Pre-Buy expires June 15 
before noon. Public ticket sales begin 
June 15 after noon. 


The Spruce Peak Performing Arts Center is a 501(cX3) not-for-profit arts organization dedicated and 
committed to entertaining, educating, and engaging our diverse communities in Stowe and beyond. 
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PINE 

& The N.Y. Chamber Soloists 
Orchestra perform Mozart’s 


Five Violin Conoertos 


pwobecED 


Buy tickets & memberships online at 
SpmcePeakArts.org, or call 802-760-4634. 


PERFORMING 
Arts Center 

1 22 Hourglass Dr. | Stowe, V*X 


Summer/Fall 
2012 Schedule 


Beoome a member! 

Visit SpruoePeakArts.org/ 
Support/Membership 




SUNSHINE 


Our summer solstice indoor and outdoor throw down 
featuring summer quenchers galore. Saisons, wits, lagers, 
sours and such. 


smlg h, off .he smoker. FARMH00SETG.COM 
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CARSON 


GIVE DAD A CHANCE TO WIN A RICHARD PETTY DRIVING EXPERIENCE! 


HENLEY 


FATHER’S DAY 


$20 OFF I13WS 

All men's sandals' bv Keen. 


€1 


SALE $59.99 


Men's Merrell CaPhaPtt 

$ $7 OFF 

MERRELL© pants and leans 


25% OFF 


Save an additional 25% on 
all men's red-tagged shoes! 
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BURLINGTON'S COMMUNITY RUNNING STORE 


Burlington's most complete selection 
of Running Shoes & Fitness Clothing. 

FREE video shoe analysis .A 

offered with every shoe fit 1* 1 i| 


85 Main St, Burlington • (802) 658-3313 • runcentervt.con 


ALL SLEEPERS 

NOW $250 OFF 


388 PINE STREET, BURLINGTON • 802.862.5056 

www burlinglonfurniluiecompany.com • Monday thru Saturday 106 Sunday 12-5 


BURLINGTON! 

furnitureI 

companyI 






THE LAST 

2YA0 H3V32 

COMPILED BV CATHY RE94ER& TYLER MACHADO 


WEEK IN REVIEW 



facing 

facts 

HOMING INSTINCT 



Stay Cool 


11 days after a 
similar thing went 
down in Essex 
Junction. Till nk 
before you B&E. 



SURPRISE. 

SURPRISE 

Gov. Peter Sliumlin 
announced he 
is running for 
reelection! Guess 
all that strong- 
armingfinolly 
got to him. 

FREEPSAKE? 

The Burlington 
Free Press finally 

frickin' format 
change. Much ado 
about . . , newsprint. 

« 

TARGET 

DEMOGRAPHIC 

M ore gunshots in 
theFarrell Street 
neighborhood. A 
bullet pierced die 
sign in front of a 
housing complex 
for the elderly. 
S'upSoBu? 


6 FACTS COMPILED 



$5M 

That's how much money 
the mountain-biking 
industry brings to the 
Northeast Kingdom 
annually, according to 
Vermont Public Radio. 


TOPFIVE 

MOST POPULARITEMSON5EVENDAYSVT.COM 

1 'Color Bind - by Kathryn Flagg. As the 
Burlington School District becomes 
more racially diverse, school officials 
grapple with how to address an alleged 
achievement gap between students of 


2 TJj^ommon Quality- by Alice Utvitt. Apak 
into the Common Man Restaurant in Warren. 

3 "Winooski is Still Shopping fora Grocery 
Store" by Corin Hirsch. The residential and 
economic growth of downtown Winooski 
has been something to behold, but the 
Onion City is still missing one big thing; a 
grocery store. 

4 "Why Vermont Is Paying Some Teens 
to Take Sex Ed" by Kathryn Flagg. An 
innovative program in Bristol has a new 
way to help educate teenagers on making 


house theGreen Cup Cafe before Tropical 
Storm Irene is gaining new life. 
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Your 1 

Degree: 1ST 

100% Champlain. 

100% Online. 

Champlain has over thirty degree and certificate programs you can 
earn 100% online They're in growth career areas like Business. 
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Sovemet customers 
already know: 

Our state-of-the-art 
■B network and dedicated 


SOVERNET 


THOROUGHLY! 
MODERN • 


Are you thinking about 
starting or expanding 
your family? 




Performances Wednesdays 
through Saturdays at 8 p.m. 
June 20 through July 7 i®«ix;uy« 
Stowe Town Hall Theatre 
67 Main Street 
Tickets and information : 
www.stowetheatre.com 
802 - 253-3961 


SEVEN DAYS 

CONGRATS, MEGAN! 



PnmduPolstori APimluRoutty 
PUBUSHtR/COOMTOR PilUlfl HouUy 




feed back 








MLchclk* Brown, Join Piix'UUli 

salcs assistant Emily Rose 



BAD DAD 

Maybe I missed something ['The K 
Chronicles," May 23], What’s funny 
about a father showering with his 
daughter’s friends? 

Gwen Shervington 

BURLINGTON 


PRICE IS THE PROBLEM 

I read about the difficulty in obtaining 
a mooring at die Burlington waterfront 
with increasing frustration concerning 
currentmunicipal policy ["High and Dry: 
In Burlington, Boaters Wait Years for a 
Place to Park,” May 23], The problems 
described in the article — the long wait 
for open moorings, the lack of money for 
facility upgrades, the illegal sublets via 
Craigslist posts - all stem from die same 
situation: politically based rationing due 
to an imbalance of supply and demand. 

Make no mistake: we are not dis- 
cussing any of life’s essentials. In my 
book, docking of one’s watercraft in the 
Burlington Harbor fells squarely in the 
category of elective recreation. 

A short digression: When I was a 
freshman at an upstate New York col- 
lege, there were increasingly vocal 
complaints about the lack of on-campus 
parking spaces for students. Instead of 
paving over more grounds, the provost 
asked the economics department to 
calculate (he approximate rate at which 


supply and demand would balance. The 
yearly fee was raised from $50 to $375. 
Problem solved! 

In the case of Burlington’s water- 
front, it should be clear that the cost 
of a slip is far too low. Find a graduate 
student in economics with a master's 
thesis to prepare, and she will calculate 
the optimal price of a slip so that wait 
times and illegal sublets are eliminated, 
and sufficient money is available for 
capital improvements. If a greater pro- 
portion of less expensive small boats, or 
unpowered craft, is desired for fairness, 
a sliding scale could be implemented. 
What are we waiting for? 

Steve Levy 

BURLINGTON 


WISHING IN WINOOSKI 

It certainly would he nice to have agrocery 
store here in Winooski [“Winooski Is Still 
Shopping for a Grocery Store," June 6], 
The few little mom-and-pop comer stores 
charge extortionist prices. For example: a 
tray of eggs for $7: more dian $4.99 for 
less than a half pound of factory-packaged 
ground beef. There are never any sales at 
these 'blip joints,” either. I, for one, would 
welcome a fully stocked grocery store 
within walking distance in Winooski Is it 
brain surgery or what? 

Brennan Doyle 

WINOOSKI 
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WHAT IS SULTANA? 

[Re “So Long, 'Sultana': Sen. Hinda 
Miller Stages Her Exit,” May 30]: 
According to my copy of the Oxford 
English Dictionary, a "sultana” is a 
small, brown raisin. 

Connie Brown 

MONTPELIER 


“HORROR" IN THE EYE 
OF THE BEHOLDER 

Since I also did not attend ECHO 
Lake Aquarium and Science Center's 
latest exhibit, “Our Body," I feel I am 
at least as qualified to comment on Kai 
Mikkel Forlie’s screed about how it 
was a “carnival sideshow” [Feedback: 
“Horror Show," May 30]. In short, he 
condemned it simply as a moneymaking 
ploy, with no value at all to the public 


F-35S AWAY 

[Re “F-35 or Bust: Other Towns Clamor 
for ‘the Most Expensive Weapon Ever,”' 
May 30]: The information the public 
received concerning the decibel levels 
greatly contradicts the Lockheed 
Martin report — 80db versus 145db. In 
November 201L a Pentagon report cited 
13 serious safety issues with die F-3S. 
Many of those are exceedingly danger 
ous to the general public. Hopefully, 
they will house their jets at one of the 
two preferred bases dial are located 
away from residential neighborhoods. 
Let’s keep our fingers crossed. 

Jerry Bourque 
COLCHESTER 


SOUTHBOUND F-35? 

Send planes to Bennington; we can use 
the jobs that go with them 
[Re “F-35 or Bust: Other 
Towns Clamor for ‘the Most 
Expensive Weapon Ever,'” May 
30]. This part of Vermont is not 
rich enough to turn down all die 
good-paying jobs that go with 
diese planes. 


in general. The fact that 



this person didn’t even see the 
exhibit, coupled with his very right- 
wingstatement directed at parents who 
take their children to it — "People can’t 
be trusted to know on their own what's 
appropriate” - reminds me how some 
folks absolutely revel in die attempt to 
control who sees what. If this person 
had actually gone to see “Our Body,” 
perhaps the specialness of the human 
body would have taken on a whole new 
meaning. When one sees just how intri- 
cate and delicate the carriage of our es- 
sence really is, perhaps writing ignorant 
letters to die editor would seem less 
important. 

Christopher Maloney 

BAR RE 


DISRESPECTFUL AND WRONG 

After seeing Tim Newcomb’s political 
cartoon in the May 30 issue of Seven 
Days, I felt I needed to write: To equate 
the tens of thousands of American men 
and women, like myself, who served 
their country with honor and self-sacri- 
fice to cows is disgusting and completely 
disrespectful to all those Americans 
who served this country. 

And to add insult to injury: The 
drawing of die American flag shows it 
unfurled in the wrong direction! If you 
are going to be disrespectful, at least get 
it right. 

Robert J. Morwood 

HIGHGATE 


James McSherry 

BENNINGTON 


BIKE PATH BENEFITS 

I am so excited dial repair work has 
begun on the Colchester and Allen Point 
causeways [“Burlington-Area Bike 
Padis Are All They're Cracked Up to 
Be,” April 25]. Both were badly damaged 
by flooding last spring. These repairs 
are due to the tremendous dedication 
of the officials in Colchester and the 
Department of Fish & Wildlife, and I 
am thankful to all who are making them 
a reality. The causeways and the bike 
ferry are true gems that many people 
love and are priceless to those who use 
them. I look forward to riding the bike 
ferry all season next year! 

Alex McHenry 

SOUTH BURLINGTON 


SAY SOMETHING! 

Seven Days wants to publish 

Yourfeedbackmust.. 

. be 250 words or fewer; 

• respond to Seven Days content ; 

• indude your full name, town and 
a daytime phone number. 

Seven Days reserves the right to edit 
for accuracy and length. 

Your submission options include: 

• sevendaysvt.com/feedback 

■ feedback&s evendaysvt.com 

• Seven Days P.0. Boxll64. 
Burlington, VT 05402-1164 




WE CAkkY A LAkGE SELECTION OF GAkDEN SUPPLIES 

Mulches, Soils, Fertilizers and More! 

1 802 - 655-3440 

^ 277 Lavigne Rd„ Colchester • M-Sa 7am-8pm • Su 7am- 6pm f 

sammazzatarms.com • See our monthly sale coupon! • MC/Visa/Disc “ 


Outpatient 

Clinical 

Research Study 


A 1 year study with two doses 
of vaccine or placebo 
Healthy adults 18-50 
Screening visit, dosing visits 
and follow up visits 
Up k> $2,120 compensation 


For more information and 
scheduling, leave your 
name, phone number, and 
a good time to call back. 


UNIVERSITY 
‘/VERMONT 

Call 656-0013 or 
fax 656-0881 or email 

VaccineTestingCenter@uvm.edu 


CRAIG MIKHBL 11PM 
SAT m PERRY NUNN SPM 
DJ RAUL 6PM 
SINECURE 8PM 

DJ SIAVROS tOPM / DJ A-OOC 11PM 
SUN 6/17 EAMES BROTHERS 7PM 
DJ JAY BARON 10PM 
MON 6/18 MICHAEL VINCENT BAND 7PM 

INDUSTRY NKHT FT. ROBBIE J 10PM 
TUE6H9 SHANE HARDIMAN 7PM 

86 CHJtthsf 'irsHWi •redsteHre'/fo*! 


SWEET & JUICY HOMEGROWN STRAWBERRIES 


FTCK-VDUR-OWN 

Open daily! 

STRAWBERRY 

FESTIVAL 

June 23rd, 11 am-4pm 
Food & fun for the 


DENGUE FEVER? 

WE ARE LOOKING 
FOR PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
HAD DENGUE FEVER 
TO HELP US DEVELOP 
A VACCINE AGAINST IT. 


EARLY SEASON 
VEGGIES 

Beet Greens, Radishes, 
Scallions and Our Own 


OURRAKERY 

is making baking 
powder biscuits 
daily for the best 
strawberry 
shortcakes 






TOM MOORE & SONS 

Summer Open House 

June 16, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm 


Visit with the experts: 

122 Stevensville Road - Underhill Ctr. 
LEED Certified 

New high performance construction 
Sustainable Net zero philosophy. 


h 
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Introducing Yeti Solar - 


Highly efficient solutions for 
residential solar lighting. 


]tf* Building Energy 

Solar hot water 
and solar PV 
bn erg systems. 


See Mr. Electricity - 
Innovative products for 
emergency back up and 
energy storage systems. 


Find solutions for your affordable future. 


tommoorebuilder.com 802.899.2376 
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leaturin^ local!' 
PLUS... ‘ 

FOOD AND DRINKj 



E Vermont History 

RPO2012 


History's country 




Y»cWed pink it s an Expo year \ 


jm? i(J Summer 
Events 


10:00 am to 5:00 pm 

■ A if -7 Tunbridge Fairgrounds 

J UTS'S .LOoC Xf Tunbridge, Vermont 

heritage animals*festive foods'children’s 
games*music*local history displays*genealogy 
exhibits* reenactments* live country auction 


(802) 479-8500 www.vermonthistory.org/expo 
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IT’S REALLY HEATING UP 

THE NORTH FACE SUMMER SALE 

SAVE UP TO 30% ON CLOTHING, OUTERWEAR, AND EQUIPMENT 


Fanciful exploration of dreams of the future from Flash Gordon to Robbie 
the Robot. Toys and textiles, decorative, graphic and fine art representing 
the Golden Age of sci-fi — the 1930S-1950S — as well as work by 
contemporary artists and designers. 

MA|OR SUPPORT: 



-C0.A SUPPORT: ££ B 


6000 Shelburne Road. Shelburne, Vermont, 

8 02- 985-3346 


SHELBURNE 

MUSEUM 






LOOKING FORWARD 


THURSDAY 14 

Grape Escape 

Nothing beats sipping a glass of wine 
while wandering through grapevines. 
Unless, of course, there's music involved. 


Concert Series i s an oenophile’s drea 
come true — and the Thursday night 
tunes commence this week with the 
Rhythm Rockets. 

SEE CALENDAR USTING ON PAGE SO 


MUST SEE. MUST DO THIS WEEK 

COMPILED BY CAROLYN FOX 


THURSDAY 14 & FRIDAY 15 

Fully Exposed 

Generally regarded as one of the world's top ex- 
perimental artists, choreographer John Jasperse 
pushes the boundaries of dance in Fort Blossom 
( revisited ). Questioning social and gender norms, 
the piece isslmpleand spare — so spare, in facL 
that the male dancers perform totally nude. Try 
to keep your jaw off the floor when the John 
Jasperse Company presents this thought-pro- 
voking workatthe Flynn. 

SEE CALENDAR SPOTLIGHT ON PAGE 48 


WEDNESDAY 20 / O 

State of Play 

Having played 800 shows in 44 states over 
the last four years, alt-country darlings These 
United States make one thing perfectly clear: 
They're no slackers. That’s only underlined by 
the fact that their fifth album since 2008 isout 
this week. Expect cotton-candy arrangements 
melding folk balladry, psych pop and good 
old-fashioned rock at the Monkey House next 
Wednesday. 


SATURDAY 16 

Knead to Know 

Where can you get theater with a side o 
freshly baked sourdough rye? Probably 


the 37th season of the cheap-art ar 
polibcal theater troupe. Here, creat 
sustenance comes In the shape of s 
of the world's b iggest puppets. 


SATURDAY 16 

Talk of the Town 

grown up. As part of its 250th anniversary 
celebrations, residents fete the past and 
present at Pocock Rocks!, a music festival 
and street fairthat pays homage to the 
town's first name. Swing by for horse-and- 
wagon tours of historic buildings, wine and 
beer tastings, and tunes by Joshua Panda 
and the Hot Damned, among others. 

SEE CALENDAR LISTINGSON PAGE S3 


THURSDAY 14 

Word Up 

Texting Is universally frowned upon In the- 
ater settings, but An Evening of Letters 
With Mark Utter is the exception. The 

ence through type — and they text back — 
in this unique exploration of the ways we 
communicate, also a fundraiser for Utter’s 
forthcoming film / Am in Here. 

SEE CALENDAR USTING ON PAGE SI 


TUESDAY 19 & f < 

WEDNESDAY 20 

Second to Nun 

Looking for laughs? The Sam 
Michaefs Playhouse season 
opener could be heaven sen! 


for Dan Goggiris divine comedy 

Sisters of Hoboken stage a 
talent show fundraiser after a 
case of food poisoning sends 52 
nuns off to meet their maker. 
The musical plays out through 

SEE CALENDAR USTING 


everything else. 
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FAIR GAME open season on Vermont politics by paul heintz = 


T. J. Comes Clean 


T he man who wants to be 
Vermont’s chief prosecutor 
hasn’t always stayed on the 
right side of the law. Twenty 
years ago, Chittenden County State’s 
Attorney tj. donovan was arrested after 
a drunken fight and charged with aggra- 
vated assault. 

Donovan describes the incident as a 
"fistfight” between two groups of young 
men on Church Street who "probably 
had too much to drink.” Donovan was 
18 years old at the time and had recently 
graduated from Burlington High School. 
The fight left one man with a chipped 
tooth, for which Donovan was held 
responsible. 

As part of a plea deal, the aggravated- 
assault charge was reduced to misde- 
meanor simple assault, and Donovan 
received a three-year deferred sentence. 
After completing 100 hours of commu- 
nity service and an alcohol assessment 
- and paying the victim roughly $1000 
in restitution — die crime was expunged 
from Donovan's record. 

“I did something stupid that I regret, 
that I'm ashamed about, that I've taken 
responsibility for, that happened in diis 
town I grew up in, that embarrassed my 
family,” Donovan says. “I’ve never hid 
from it. I’ve tried to learn from it” 

Does a drunken, violent incident that 
took place when Donovan was just out 
of high school raise concerns about his 
suitability for the state’s top law enforce- 
ment job? Quite the contrary, Donovan 
insists. He says the incident instilled in 
him a unique understanding of what it’s 
like to screw up at a young age. 

“Because of my own personal 
struggles and that embarrassment and 
shame that is still part of me close to 
20 years later, I have great empadiy 
for people who struggle. I have great 
empathy for people who need a helping 
hand. I have great empathy for people 
who deserve a second chance because 
I was the beneficiary of a kit of second 
chances," Donovan said. “I would say 
tills gives me great insight into what we 
can do differendy in the criminal justice 
system. I've lived it and I've tried to give 
back through die work I've done as a 
prosecutor." 

Donovan is engaged in a heated race 
with 15-year incumbent bill sorrell 
for the Democratic nomination for AG. 
Though he has twice run for state’s 
attorney in Vermont’s most popukms 
county, Donovan's criminal record has 


not been previously reported. Fair Game 
received an anonymous rip dirough the 
mail about the incident, which Donovan 
immediately confirmed when asked. 

“I have no clue where this came from, 
but I'm not surprised that widi two and 
a half mondis to go [until the election], 
somebody writes an anonymous letter 
about somediing that occurred 20 years 
ago." he says. 

Asked to comment on the issue, 
Sorrell says, “I'm sure that whatever 
happened, he regrets, and it’s in die past 
and diat’s where I’m going to leave it” 

As state’s attorney, Donovan says 
he has often raised the subject of his 
troubled youth. 

I DID SOMETHING STUPID 
THAT I REGRET, 

THAT I'M ASHAMED ABOUT. 

THAT I'VE TAKEN RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR... I'VE TRIED ID LEAHN THOM IT 

T.J. DONOVAN 

“I’ve tried to use it as a teachable 
moment for a lot of young people, tell 
them while they’re in court that this 
does not have to define them - diat they 
can learn from this and they can emerge 
stronger from it," he says. 

Donovan says he struggled with al- 
cohol-related problems throughout his 
teens and twenties. A year or two before 
the fistfight, he says, the cops busted him 
for underage drinking. 

“1 have a distinct memory of my 
father picking me up at the Burlington 
police station after I’d been picked up 
for drinking,” he recalls. “That was not a 
fun trip home.” 

After graduating from Suffolk 
University Law School, Donovan says 
he did not mention the assault charge in 
his application to join the bar. His father, 
who is also an attorney, advised him that 
he did not have to report an offense that 
had been expunged from his record. 

Donovan, 38, describes himself 
these days as a “social drinker" who has 
matured and learned how to imbibe re- 
sponsibly. But he's quick to say he's still 

“I don’t quote george bush often but 
I'll quote him here 'What I was young 
and stupid, I was really young and 


stupid,”’ Donovan says. “I am far from a 
perfect person. I’ve made mistakes in my 
life. I’ll continue to make mistakes. But I 
try to do the right thing. I'm not always 
successful, but I try.” 

All Politics Is Personnel 

Two months after taking office 
Burlington Mayor miro Weinberger finally 
unveiled a few of his picks Monday for 
the city’s 35 mayoral appointments. 

So who's staying and who’s going? 

Those getting another yearlong term 
include police chief Michael schirung, 
fire chief seth lasker, Department of 
Public Works director steve goookino 
and Burlington Electric Department 
general manager Barbara grimes. 

As he did with Community and 
Economic Development director larry 
kupferman in April, Weinberger gave 
die heave-ho to Paries and Recreation 
director mari steinbach though both 
will continue serving in their positions 
until the mayor names their respective 
replacements. 

“I came to the conclusion that it was 
important to have new leadership, new 
direction in the Parks and Recreation 
Department,” Weinberger says, de- 
clining to elaborate on why he’s axing 
Steinbach. 

Weinberger is still nailing down per- 
manent picks for several top city-hall 
jobs. He's asked interim chief admin- 
istrative officer Paul sisson to stay on 
through die end of September, pending 
the completion of a national search. The 
mayor says he expects to name a new 
city attorney and CEDO director soon, 
after which he’ll turn his attention to 
filling other posts. 

Meanwhile, Weinberger has pro- 
posed a reorganization of the mayor's 
office diat would increase his personal 
staff from two to three. Citing the need 
for “additional capacity," the mayor has 
asked die city council to create a new 
position called "Assistant to the Mayor 
for Open Government, Innovation and 
Mayoral Initiatives.” 

Try fitting that on your business card! 

So committed to transparency is 
Weinberger that he's already filled the 
yet-to-be-created “open-government” 
job. He temporarily hired former city 
councilor and state representative carina 
oriscoll last Monday to perform the 
job’s duties until it’s formally approved 
and she can be appointed. Driscoll, a 
former Weinberger campaign adviser, 



GOT A TIP FOR PAUL? PAUL@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


is the stepdaughter of Progfather Sen. 
bernie sanders (I-VT), who endorsed 
Weinberger in the closing days of his 
mayoral race. 

When councilors learned about 
Driscoll's hiring during a budget work 
session last Thursday, at least one was 
miffed about, well, the lack of transpar- 
ency in the process. 

“It seems a little ironic 
that it would be an open- 
government position, but 
that it wouldn’t be fully 
vetted or announced or anything,” says 
Councilor max tracy (P-Ward 2). "I'm 
not opposed to him making the neces- 
sary reorganization to be successful, but 
I just think if he's going to be changing 
the structure of city government, he 
should be justifying it publicly.” 

Windfall City 

Last week Fair Game reported that Gov. 
peter shumun is likely to serve as the next 
chairman of the Democratic Governors 
Association — the Beltway bundler of 
union and corporate cash for fellow 
Democratic governors' campaigns. On 
Wednesday tins week, Shummy takes 
off to Chicago for an overnight trip 
to attend what his office calls a CEO 
Roundtable event hosted by the DGA. 

While in the Windy City, the Green 
Mountain gov will take in a Cubs game 
with five fellow governors and some 
special friends after a “rooftop reception 
over Wrigley Field,” according to a con- 
ference schedule. He'll also rub elbows 
at breakfast with members of the DGA’s 
Founders’ Circle and Chairman’s Board. 
A 2010 story in the New York Times 
calculated the cost of membership in 
those exclusive clubs at $250,000 and 
$ 100 , 000 , respectively. 

The DGA declined to provide a 
list of those attending die conference, 
but a spokesperson said die organiza- 
tion expects to raise $1 million during 
the Chicago event. Shumlin aide alex 
maclean provided the names of those 
participating in three morning “policy 
discussions.” They include representa- 
tives of Aetna, BlueCross BlueShield, 
Walgreens, WellCare Health Plans, 
Ameresco, Covanta Energy, AT&T and a 
slew of labor unions. 

The DGA, MacLean says, will pick 
up the tab for the trip. 


that he would seek reelection as gov- 
ernor, Shumlin put to rest months of 
not-terribly-believable coyness about 
his electoral intentions. 

Another longtime Vermont pol is 
being considerably less coy about his 
reelection plans — and it isn't who you 

Last week Fair Game 
speculated that Shumlin 
might have his eye on Sen. 

PATRICK LEAHY’S Seat, should 
die senior senator decide to 
hang up his hat in 2016 after 42 years on 
the job. In response, Leahy spokesman 
DAVID carle sent an email that said, es- 
sentially: not so fast 

Referring to an annual Democratic 
fundraising dinner held last month. 
Carle said, “In case you weren't at die 
Curtis Awards dinner. I’d merely note 
that [Leahy] said there that he kioks 
forward to using die Leahy blue again 
in 2016...” 

Never too early to dust off the vintage 
1974 lawn signs. 

Media Notes 

The Vermont press corps is losing one 
of its best - and definitely wonkiest 
reporters. VTDigger.org’s health care 
and energy reporter, alan panebaker, is 
leaving the online news site to take a job 
as northeast stewardship director for 
American Whitewater — a conservation 
and recreation nonprofit dedicated to 
protecting totally gnarly white-water 

Why is Panebaker, a journalism 
and law school grad, selling out to Big 
Whitewater? 

"Digger’s been awesome," he says. 
“It's just a really sweet opportunity be- 
cause I’m really focused on white-water 
kayaking.” 

Yeah.brah! 

Both Digger and the Vermont Press 
Bureau - which recently lost reporter 
jenna pizzi to the Times of Trenton - are 
looking for new Statehouse reporters. 
In case you’re into that land of thing... ® 

B Listen to Paul Tuesday mornings 
at 8:40 a.m. on WVMT 620 AM. 


I Follow Paul on Twitter: 
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Burlington’s Mayor Steps Out 
With a Budget-Balancing Act 
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T en weeks after becoming mayor of 
Burlington, Miro Weinberger ac- 
knowledges he’s still in the begin- 
ner^ phase. That start-up status is 
also reflected in the decor of his comer suite 
on the second floor of city hall. Apart from 
hanginga congratulatory poster from Ben & 
Jerry's and an art print presented recently 
by a group of visiting Turks, Weinberger — 
who has never previously held elected office 
- has yet to personalize hisown office. 

The reception area includes a portrait 
gallery of Burlington's 38 mayors. There’s 
an empty space where Weinberger’s pic- 
ture will eventually be placed. 

Talk about pressure. 

The Queen City’s first Democratic king 
in 31 years has also made a couple of rookie 
mistakes. On the same day diat he was 

Weinberger was forced to withdraw the 
nomination of his BFF, Ian Carleton, as city 
attorney over allegations of cronyism and 
salary bloat. As the news media predictably 
focused on the Carleton faux pas, it became 
obvious diat the fledgling administration 
needed tutoring in PR 1 OL 

But Weinberger will get a second chance 
in the coming weeks to tout a budget he 
and interim Chief Administrndve Officer 
Paul Sisson promise will avert both a tax 
increase and cuts in city services an 

stances. Previous mayor Bob Kiss sought 

an estimated $750,000 deficit, without suc- 
cess. By die dme Weinberger took over in 
I early April, the projected gap had widened 
H to $1.2 million, owing to a legal ruling that 
Si redirects to an escrow account the equiva- 
| lent of $425,000 in annual interest pay- 
£ ments from Burlington Telecom that would 
jjj have gone to the city. 

In a joint interview last Friday, 
Weinberger and Sisson waved off a 


reporter’s suggestion that they're working 
some kind of financial magic. "We now 
have more information than Bob had," Kiss’ 
successor said. Weinberger also noted he's 
got more budgetary flexibility: Voter ap- 
proval in March of a charter change enables 
the city to borrow an additional $1 million 
for capital improvements. 

The success of the Weinberger-Sisson 
balancing act is also due in part to sheer 
good luck. A lower-than-anticipated infla- 
tion rate, for example, is saving $350,000 
in cost-of-living increases for city employ- 
ees. A less limp economy is meanwhile 
expected to generate an added $50,000 in 
gross- receipts taxes, according to a “trend 
analysis" cited by the mayor. 

Clever accounting also helped in de- 
signing the good-news budget package that 
must be acted on by the city council prior 
to July 1 - the start of fiscal year 2013. 


Weinberger and Sisson figured out the 
city can save $200,000 by using bond pro- 
ceeds to pay off the lease on the Burlington 
Police Department headquarters on North 
Avenue. Another $300,000 in additional 
revenues and savings has been unearthed 
in the Department of Public Works. 

Progressive Ward 2 Councilor Max 
Tracydescribes Sisson, a veteran CPA, as “a 
very talented financial person." Tracy is one 

of Finance who has taken part in nearly all 
budget-planning sessions during the past 
two months. City Council President Joan 
Shannon, a Ward 5 Democrat, says she has 
sought to engage all 14 councilors — not 
just the four on the Board of Finance — in 
this year’s budget-making process. While 
the deliberations have generally proved 
collegial, a couple of councilors have not 
hesitated to challenge specific items in 


* Weinberger's proposed budget Shannon 
- notes. “He's listened and in some cases 
5 made adjustments," she says. 

' Notsurprisingly.thcmayor’sDcmocratic 
ally, who occupies one of the council's four 
Board of Finance seats, has general praise 
for Sisson and Weinberger. “It'S impressive 
what they have done," Shannon says. 

Fellow board member Sharon Bushor, a 
Ward 1 independent offers a more skeptical 
view. The city-council doyenne expresses 
reservations about the potential impact on 
low- income Burlingtonians of a proposed $5 
increase in fees for a parks- and-recreation 
after school program. Bushor concedes that 
the proposed hike is "modest,” but adds, “An 
increase is an increase." Referring to some 
of die Burlington families taking part in 
the program, she observes, “These people 
didn't benefit when stocks were going up. 
and they're certainly not benefiting now, 
particularly if they've lost a job." 

Having taken part in budget reviews 
for 25 years under four previous mayors. 
Bushor adds that she's “very leery of •an- 
ticipated revenue increases’" because she's 
“been burned before." 

Overall, Bushor says, it’s too early to 
draw conclusions about Weinberger’s fiscal 
or political performance. “In the first year 
after get tingelected." she remarks in regard 
to Burlington mayors, “you’re really depen- 
dent on die previous process.” 

The two other councilors on the finance 
board — Ward 7 Republican Paul De cedes 
and Ward 6 independent Karen Paul - have 
been less forthcoming with appraisals of 
the mayor’s budget proposals. Decell es says 
his volunteer job as a girls’ softball coach 
has caused him to miss some meetings, 
leaving him “uncomfortable about giving 
an opinion.” Paul, a professional financial 
adviser, did not respond to several tele- 
phone and email messages over the course 
of a week. 
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usly the faci 


er himself says he “took seri- 

lon and that we need to avoid 
a tax increase.” He warns, however, “We 
won't be able to do that forever." And the 
proposals he's had to formulate relatively 
quickly “do not go to the heart of the fi- 
nancial issues that Burlington is facing:” 

The fiscal 2013 budget also contains 
so many built-in elements that “it won't 
really reflect my shifts in priori- 
ties and programs," the mayor 
further cautions. But a day 
after the interview 

moved to amend that 
position, saying in a 
phone call that his 
plans for improvements 

facilities will in fact take 
the city in a new direc- 
tion. His Monday decision 


dnberger 



budget, V 

key appointments by then and, in keeping 
with a self-imposed deadline, to decide 
whether to persist in pushing a five-year- 
old plan to build an ice-climbing facility in 
the abandoned Moran Plant 

Progressive Ward 3 Councilor Vince 

Moran, saying it would be a “mistake" 
for Weinberger to bail on the ice option. 
If he doesn’t go forward with it 
then, oh, my God, that empty 
building will be his legacy," 
Brennan declares. 

During last week's 
interview, the mayor of- 
fered no revelations on 
the issue that will likely 
prove the most crucial 

in office. Asked for his 
thoughts on the Burlington 
ilecom bust-up, Weinberger 


SAVING $350,000 IN COST-OF LIVING 
INCREASES FOR CITY EMPLOYEES. 


replace Parks & Recreation Director Mari 
Steinbach sealed the deal 

Weinberger notes he will ask the city 
council to approve about Si million in 
spending from the Penny for Parks reserve 
fund. He says he wants to use the alloca- 
tions to complete more than 30 projects 
within the next two fiscal years, including 
a $120,000 renovation of the “beloved but 
aging” Community Boathouse. Pointing 
out that the Penny for Parks fund was 
established three years ago and has annu- 
ally accumulated about $350,000 in tax 
revenues, Weinberger laments that “very 
little has been done" with the money — 

The mayor calls attention to his commit- 
ment to complete $17 million in bike path 
repairs by the end of the current calendar 
year. The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency accounts for 75 percent of that sum 
in the form of flood-relief funds, while the 
state is providing 15 percent and die city 10 
percent of die total. “There had been a lack 
of locus and direction on the bike path," 
Weinberger says, observing dial earlier 
plans would not have authorized repairs to 
start until next year. 

If it hasn't ended already, the new 
mayor's political honeymoon won't last 
past June 30. In addition to finalizing the 


says, “So far it's mostly been a matter of 
me getting up to speed on the complexi- 
ties of it." 

Can city taxpayers expect a resolu- 
tion within, say, die next six months? 
“There’s not a lot of progress I can report," 
Weinbetger responds, but adds, “1 will be 
coming to the public on the BT issue well 
before the end of the year.” 

The mayor also measures his words 
carefully when asked about racial tension 
in Burlington, which appears particularly 
focused on the schools. “I do sense that, 
and I am concerned about it,” he says. “I've 
been careful about what I've said because 
of my consciousness of bei ng a newcomer 
to this situation." He adds, however, that 
“in city government in general, there is a 
need to set goals to become more diverse 
as the city becomes more diverse." 

In a meeting last week with neighbor- 
hood activists and minority representa- 
tives, Weinberger was reportedly more 
outspokea Brennan, who attended die 
session, assessed the mayor's role as “very 
positive." Weinberger responded affirma- 
tively to urgings that he exercise “trans- 
formational leadership" on race relations, 
Brennan reports. “He said that, having a 
child of Asian descent, he is very keyed in 
to dds issue."® 
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Some Vermonters Are Trying to Stop 
Health Care Reform — One Metaphor at a Time 
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E arlier this month, a few dozen 
Vermonters gathered at the 
University of Vermont for a 
seminar billed as “Healdicare 
101." But first, they had to wait for a half 
hour in the fluorescendy lit hallways of 
die George D. Aiken Center for a security 
guard to open the reserved classroom. 

“This is what's going to happen," 
quipped one sardonic attendee, trying 
the door handle. “You'll show up for 
health care and the doors will be locked." 

The joke was the first of several indi- 
cations that most - if not all - of the au- 
dience members at last week's seminar 
agreed on the "lesson plan.” Tea Party- 
esque groups Vermonters for Economic 
Healdi and the Green Mountain Patriots 
convened the event, which featured 
presentations from opinionated doctors, 
lobbyists and industry experts. Front 
and center among die attendees was 
Republican gubernatorial candidate 
Randy Brock, jotting notes on a small 

“We want to have a balanced debate," 
said Jeff Wennberg who directs 
Vermonters for Health Care Freedom. 
The group is slowly gaining attention 
as the state's sole organization devoted 
to blocking current health care reform 
policies. Though it's late to the debate, 
VHCF is riling up single-payer support- 
ers and asking tough questions. 

Wennberg became the organization's 
executive director in March and lias 
been beating the drum ever since — in 
editorials and television appearances, 
and at events such as this UVM seminar. 
The former Rudand mayor complains 
diat lawmakers “rammed" through a 
single-payer agenda without opening 
thefloor to a conversation aboutaltema- 
tives. “We’ve got to slow down the train," 
he says. 

Althoughheeonceded he was preach- 
ing to die choir, Wennberg talked up die 
turnout: “Anytime you top 50 [people], 
it’s a win," he said. 

But for Wennberg and VHCF, it’s 
going to be tough to “win" much territory 
these days: Health care reform is well 
under way in Vermont, and the train he 
wants to slow down has already left the 
station. Things got rolling in 2011 with 
the passage of Act 48, which promises 
to provide “comprehensive, affordable, 
high-quality, publicly financed healdi 
care ... for all Vermont residents." That 



so-called single-payer system, known as 
Green Mountain Care, is slated to kick 
into gear in 2017. 

In April, die legislature passed H.559, 
establishing the health care “exchange” 
mandated by the federal Affordable 
Care Act — aka Obamacare. Wennberg’s 
group isn’t happy about 
either bill but makes a dis- 
tinction between diem: Act 
48 essentially laid out goals 
and plans; H.559 moves into 
implementation. With the 
latter, Wennberg notes, “a very critical 
line has been crossed.” 

Tall, thin and slightly balding, 
59-year-old Wennberg brings plenty of 
public-policy experience to his leader- 
ship role at VHCF. He served six terms 
as Rudand's mayor, from 1987 to 1999. 
Four years lata - , he took over as com- 
missioner for Vermont’s Department 
of Environmental Conservation. Prior 
to landing at VHCF, he worked as a 
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self-employed consultant widi the 
Center for Climate Strategies, where his 
specialty was working widi state gov- 
ernments to design climate action plans. 

Wennberg is no stranger to conten- 
tious issues. In his work around climate 
policies, he specialized in holding facili- 
tated meetings to moderate 
differences of opinions 
among dozens of state 
stakeholders. 

"Everybody comes with 
their knives sharpened and 
their guns loaded,” he says. “They’re 
ready to duke it out. Over the course of 
the year, using tried-and-true methods, 
we find where diere is die potential for 
agreement,” 

Health care isn’t so different from 
climate policy, Wennberg says. Both 
issues are emotionally charged and 
deeply complex, and ideology often 
plays a role. As with global warming, he 
argues, findingconsensus on healdi care 


requires a process — and he claims die 
state skipped that step. 

“Because of that, we’re relegated to 
irritants," Wennberg says. 

Wennberg took over VHCF from the 
organization’s founder, Darcie Johnston 
- a mainstay in Vermont GOP circles 
who now serves as the senior adviser 
and fundraising consultant for Brock. 
Wennberg says he pursued the job 
because of his deep reservations about 
die direction of health care reform 
in Vermont. But there was a practical 
reason, too: Confusion about federal 
climate policy, as well as tightening state 
budgets, meant his work as a climate 
policy consultant was dryingup. 

The work at VHCF is similar to that of 
a political campaign. Under Johnston's 
leadership, the group rolled out a few 
major media ad buys, including a com- 
mercial that aired frequently during 
this year's legislative session. Although 
there are no commercials airing at the 
moment, Wennberg says that is likely to 
change as the fall election approaches. 
For now, he and die organizational re- 
sources are focused on education and 
"persuasion." 

That means dispelling what 
Wennberg says are a few myths about 
healthcare reform in Vermont: first, that 
it’s a “done deal"; and second, that “it 
will never happen." 

“Initially they were very hard on the 
'anti, anti,”' says Wendy Wilton, Rutland 
city’s treasurer and now a candidate 
for state auditor. Wilton isn't officially 
affiliated with VHCF, but the group’s 
website promotes her financial analysis 
of the cost of Green Mountain Care. Her 
projection, though widely disputed by 
members of the state's Green Mountain 
Care Board and die Department of 
Financial Regulation, predicts it would 
result in a deficit in excess of $2 billion 
by 2018. 

Wilton notes some changes at VHCF 
diat she attributes to Wennberg. 

“Especially more recendy, they’re 
trying to ask a lot of really good ques- 
tions." she says. They acknowledge 
health care reform of some shade is 
necessary, she goes on, but “what they’re 
trying to do is say, ‘Let’s make sure it’s a 
reform that will be beneficial.' In order 
to do diat, we can’t have a preconceived 
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F-35 Supporters Running Ads 
Downplaying Noise Concerns 

BY KEVIN J. KELLEY 

More than 125 Vermonters - some of them well-known business leaders - have 
signed on to a newspaper advertisement in support of basing the Air Force's F-35 jet 
fighters at die National Guard station at Burlington International Airport. 

The ad downplays opponents' concerns about the noise the planes would 
generate and emphasizes what the signers say wouldbe the economic benefits of 
deploying up to two dozen F-35s in the Burlington area. 

Decibel levels likely to be experienced by many nearby residents would exceed 
safe thresholds for a total of only six minutes per day. states the half-page ad that 
ran in Sunday's Burlington Free Press and is scheduled to appear this week i n Soudt 
Burlington’s Other Paper. 

Among die ad’s sillers: three members of the Pizzagalli family; Lake Champlain 
Chocolates founder and president Jim Lampman; Redstone real estate co-owner 
Doug Nedde; architect William Truex; Republican former U.S. Senate candidate 
Richard Tarrant; Twincraft Soap CEO Richard Asch; Scott Boardman, president of 
the Hickok & Boardman insurance firm; and realtor Ernie Pomerleau. 

F-35 opponent Jimmy Leas, a South Burlington attorney, describes the list as 
reflective of “Vermont's 1 percent" 



Familiar Faces to Rim for Old North End Seat 

BYPAULHEINTZ 

Following Rep. Jason Lorbcr's (D-Burlington) surprise announcement late last week 
that he will not seek reelection to his Old North End seat in the Vermont House, a 
couple of familiar folks put their names forward for the job. 

Former 14-year Rudand state representative Curt McCormack, a Democrat who 
moved to Burlington in 2008, said he would run in the two-member district The 
district's other incumbent, Rep. Jill Krowinski (D-Burlington) - who was appointed 
to her seat by Gov. Peter Shumlin after Rachel Weston resigned to take a job outside 
the country — will also run. 

On Tuesday, the Progressive Party put forward its own candidate: former 
Burlington city councilor Gene Bergman, who eurrentiy works in city hall as senior 
assistant city attorney. Party executive director Morgan Daybell said he expects at 
least one more Progressive to get into the race. 

As for Lorber.the four-term House member did not return calls for comment but 
said in an email announcement dtat he was leaving the legislature to "pursue other 
passions." Lorber sought die Democratic nomination for mayor last fall but came in 
last of four candidates. ^ ^ ^ 

Leader of Progressive Jewish Lobby 
to Speak on Mideast Conflict 

BY KEVIN J. KELLEY 

Strong responses — pro and con — can be expected when the leader of a progressive 
and increasingly influential Jewish American lobbying group speaks on Wednesday 
at Burlington's Ohavi Zedek Synagogue. 

The 7:30 pan. talk will also serve as something of a homecoming reception for 
Jeremy Ben- Ami. founderand president of J Street, a progressive Jewish American 
lobbing group. He lived in Burlington for much of Howard Dean's 2004 presidential 
campaign, for which he served as national policy director. 

While J Street's call for a two -state solution and removal of some Jewish 
setdements may generate controversy at Ohavi Zedek, its position appears to be 
gaining ground among mainstream U.S. politicians. 

Interviewed by phone, Ben-Ami says J Street is succeeding by filling a “political 
vacuum." Most American Jews are eager for a settlement that will finally ensure 
durable peace and security in the Middle East he suggests. 

In J Street’s view, that would involve a Jewish state and a Palestinian state 
separated along borders more or less congruent widt those in place prior to the 1967 
war that resulted in Israeli occupation of East Jerusalem and the West Bonk. As for 
Jewish setdements far from the 1967 lines, "They will have to go,” he declares. ® 
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Trying to Stop Health 
Care Reform «p.* 

notion about what that reform is going 
to be. The dialogue needs to be broader.” 

But at Healthcare 101, speakers 
rejected single payer out of band. Sc 
Michael's College professor and state 
Senate candidate Robert Letovsky 
argued against government-run health 
care. A former Canadian citizen, he 
warned that when medicine becomes 
just "another line item" in a big budget 
rationing is a real possibility. "Let's hand 
this whole tiling over to that paragon of 
streamlined decision making and ef- 
ficiency, the government" he suggested 
sarcastically, to the delighted chuckles 
of several audience members. 

Burlington psychiatrist Robert 
Emmons and Rudand dermatologist 
Dan McCauliffe, both private practi- 
tioners, raised the classic physician 
concerns: that a government-run health 
care system would prevent doctors 
from making the best choices for their 
patients; that the medically needy might 
"immigrate" to Vermont; and that 
doctors could be forced to 
leave the state. 

Single-payer advocates 
and their opponents do 


He notes that his 20-hour-a-week job is 
the organization's only paid position. 

For Wennberg, it’s somethingof a role 
reversal. When he was commissioner of 
the DEC, organizations like VHCF were 
a thorn in his side. He now concedes, 
“We wouldn’t get to the right result 
without someone in that role taking that 
position. I have a great deal of respect for 
how this is supposed to work." 

That is, challenging conventional 
wisdom. Brock, who is running against 
incumbent Gov. Peter Shumlin, points 
out that even though die House passed 
H.559 with an 88-38 margin, polling 
suggests that Vermonters as a whole 
are far less supportive. A May poll from 
Vermont Business Magazine, WCAX and 
radio station WDEV shows that just 
fewer than half of those polled - 47.8 
percent — favor a single-payer system; 
35.7 percent said they are opposed. 

“It becomes very difficult for many 
citizens to evaluate where we are on 
health care reform because the details 
aren't there yet,” says Brock. “I think 
it’s important that a wide perspective of 
views be presented on the subject.” 

But why didn't that happen 
sooner? Wennberg's 
theory is that single- 
payer opponents got 
complacent during 


WE'VE GOT TO SLOW DOWN THE TRAIN. 


JEFF WENNBERG 


seem to have reached an impasse. The 
former accuse the latter of using fear 
to undermine health care reform. “My 
belief is that this organization is prob- 
ably, at best, misguided,” says Mary 
Gerisch, a retired human rights lawyer 
livingin Bennington who volunteers for 
the Vermont Workers' Center. 

The latter accuse die former of con- 
vincing the public “that single payer 
is the only alternative to the current 
system,” Wennbergsays. "A lotof people 
buy it, but it's just not true." 

As a 501(c)(4), VHCF doesn’t have to 
disclose its funding sources. And there 
have been plenty of allegations that out- 
of-state insurance companies - sworn 
enemies of single payer - are contribut- 
ing handsomely. 

Wennberg says confidentiality is im- 
portant for the group's donors — 90 per- 
cent of diem are Vermonters, he claims. 
Some are health care providers, he ex- 
plains; others work for companies that 
would frown on advocacy of this sore 


die Douglas administration; they knew 
reform wouldn't happen under his 
leadership, and didn’t mobilize quickly 
enough after the 2010 election. It was 
Johnston, he says, who recognized the 
convergence of philosophies and agen- 
das, and saw the need for an opposition 
group to challenge Shumlin's proposals. 

“Unfortunately, it was a realization 
diat came very late," Wennberg says. 
“Send me back in time, and I’d be advo- 
cating like a madman back in 2007 to do 
diis. All we can do now is try to correct 
dieerror and try to make up for lost time.” 

Steve Kimbell, the commissioner of 
die Departmentof Financial Regulation, 
sees it differendy. “That debate is over," 
he says. “We had a gubernatorial elec- 
tion, and my boss ran on tills issue. Now 
we’re in die implementation stage." 

Wennberg is “just wrong" about 
a “freight train” barreling down the 
track, according to Kimbell. “We are not 
moving fast enough.” he says. “I feel a 
great sense of urgency to get going." ® 
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Who are you? 

1. How old are you? 


Food & Drink 

4. Best restaurant, if you're paying 

5. Best restaurant, if they're paying 

6. Best new restaurant (opened in the last 12 months) 

7. Best breakfast/brunch 

8. Best to-go lunch 

9. Best Asian restaurant (including Indian) 

10. Best Mexican/Latin restaurant 

11. Best ethnic restaurant (other) 

12. Restaurant with best vegetarian fare 

13. Best restaurant to take the kids 

14. Best place to get late-night food 

15. Best pizza (restaurant) 


17. Best Vermont cheese 

18. Best burger 

19. Best food cart/truck 

20. Best snack bar 

21. Best Vermont craft beer 

22. Best Vermont wine 

23. Best Vermont spirit 

24. Best bar 

25. Best place to get coffee 

26. Best bakery 

27. Best non-chain place to buy groceries 

28. Best farmers-market vendor 

29. Best wine seller 


Arts, Entertainment 
& Recreation 

30. Best large live- music venue 

31. Best small local-music hot spot 
32 Best place to drink alone 

33. Best up-and-coming Vermont musical performer 

34. Best unsigned Vermont band 

35. Best Vermont hip-hop artist/group 

36. Best local record label 

37. Best Vermont standup comedian 

38. Best club DJ 

39. Best Vermont cartoonist 

40. Best Vermont craftsperson 


16. Best pizza (delivery) 
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41. Best local clothing designer 

42. Best local jewelry designer 

43. Best art gallery 

44. Best movie theater 

45. Best Vermont festival 

46. Best local theater company 

47. Best performing-arts venue 

48. Best free Wi-Fi hot spot 

49. Best Vermont park 

50. Best public golfcourse 

51. Best ski/ride slope 

52. Best cross-country ski area 

53. Best in-state weekend getaway 

54. Best day trip with the kids 

55. Best Vermont inn or B&B 

Media 

56. Best Vermont journalist 

57. Best local TV newscast 

58. Best local meteorologist 

59. Best local radio DJ 

60. Best Vermont radio station 


Services & Stuff 

63. Best women's casual clothing 

64. Best womens evening wear 

65. Best men's clothing 

66. Best shoe store 

67. Best vintage/secondhand clothing 

68. Best children^ clothing 

69. Best eyeglasses 

70. Best jewelry store 

71. Best beauty-product purveyor 

72. Best pet daycare 

73. Best pet-supply store 

74. Best toy store 

75. Best musical-instrument store 

76. Best bookstore 

77. Best housewares store 

78. Best furniture store 

79. Best antique/ secondhand store 

80. Best lighting store 

81. Best camera store 



82. Best place to buy a computer 

83. Best local web developer 

84. Best bridal shop 

85. Best Vermont wedding venue 

86. Best florist 

87. Best outdoor outfitter 

88. Best bike shop 

89. Best auto dealer 

90. Best place for car repairs 

91. Best real estate agency 

92. Best garden center 

93. Best bank/credit union 

94. Best pi ace to buy a pipe 

95. Best adult toy store 

96. Best hair salon 

97. Best place to get body art 

98. Best gym/health club 

99. Best Vermont spa 

100. Best manicure/pedicure 



61. Best Vermont blog 

62. Best Vermont Twitterfeed 


Bonus Categories 

101. Best thing to happen in Vermont in the past year 


The Rules 


A 


7 


102. Worst thing to happen in Vermont in the past year 

103. Most underreported Vermont story of the year 

104. Best hair on a local personality 

105. Hippest hipster 


a minimum of 50 answers for 


Vote online at sevendaysvt.com! 

Or mail your Daysies picks to Seven Days, P.0. Box 1164, Burlington, VT 05402. 


3. Play fair. Daysie candidates! Campaigning t 
disqualification, not to mention bad karma. 

Find out the winners in our special Daysies is: 
on August 8! 



h, my God, Colleen - I 
can't believe this is finally 
happening. Seriously, it's just 
so awesome." 

The two girls in the back of my taxi were 
happy, bordering on ecstatic. The one who 
was speaking was positively beside herself 
with excitement Since it was the Saturday 
night before University of Vermont 
graduation, I assumed either or both of 
them were graduating the next day. 

"So are you guys graduating tomorrow?" 
1 asked over my shoulder, expecting 
confirmation of my hypothesis. 

“Oh. no, we’re both 26 - we're old 
broads,” Colleen explained, chuckling 
"Beth here is all ampcd up about my 
wedding. I'm getting married next week." 

“Well, that's great. Congratulations. You 
haring the ceremony here in Vermont?" 


We pulled up to where Colleen was 
staying — a condo on South Burlington’s 
Kennedy Drive, kingdom of the condos. 
Saying goodbye, the two girls smooched 
and hugged. These were clearly dear old 
friends, and both of them seemed to be 
feeling the momentousness of Colleen’s 
fast-approachingnuptials. As much as most 
everyone wants to move forward in life, to 
grow and evolve, there are certain things - 
like old friendships - that we never want 
to change. 

Haring bade adieu to Colleen, Beth now 
needed to get back to her place at the top of 
North Street in Winooski. I stole a glance 

slim young woman who could easily pass 
for a teenager. Her brown hair was tied 
back except for one thick renegade strand 
tracing the side of her oval face all the way 


unexpectedly when I was pregnant with 
our second child." 

Now, of course, I wanted to hear about 
the circumstances of her husband's death. 
Like many people. 1 suppose. I have a 
morbid curiosity. But, calling on my better 
angels. I successfully quashed this urge. 
For whatever reason, this person had 
shared with me the c entral event of her life 
to this point, and I wanted to respect the 
confidence she had granted me. a stranger 
in the night 

"Oh, man — I'm so sorry;" 1 said. "How 
do you even get through that? I mean, you 
seem so full oflife and spirit You must have 
some amazing friends and family who are 
there for you." 

“Yes, I am blessed with an amazing circle 
of supportive people. I love my parents so 
much. I was, like, a horrible teenager, a lot 


aur 5 

“Yeah, I'm working - just an 
administrative assistant up at UVM. I do 
want to get back to college, though. I’m 
seeingthisgreatguy. He has a 3- and 6-year- 
old. It’s a cliche, I know, but we're like 'The 
Brady Bunch.' Seriously, my fingers are like, 
majorly crossed, because I think things 
could really work out with him.” 

I said, "Hey - never say 'just an 
administrative assistant' Every job is 
honorable, and besides, you got so much on 

“Thanks, I know,” she said. “I do want 
to pursue my education, though, whenever 
the time is right." 

I dropped Beth at her home in Winooski, 
feeling tremendous admiration for the 



WHILE SHE SEEMED GENUINELY HAPPY FOR HER OLD FRIEND. 

THE WEDDING WAS CLEARLY STIRRING UP SOME BITTERSWEET FEELINGS. 


“Couldn’t have it anyplace else. It just 
wouldn't count. I’m a 12th-generation 
Vermonter. We’re holding the wedding 
on my grandmother's farm, outside of 
Woodstock," 

“Marrying a Vermont boy?" 

“Nope, but we don't hold it against him. 
He's from just across the river in New 
Hampshire.” 

"Ayup,” I said, "New Hampshire, ya 

"Oh, yeah," Colleen said, laughing "My 
fiance's family says that aloL" 

“Are you and he living in Vermont?” 

“Unfortunately, no. We live in Brooklyn. 
I'm an EMT, and John is an architect. I’m 
sure well make it back to Vermont one day, 
maybe when we have kids." 


down to her chin. She was actually quite 
lovely — in an understated way — and her 
slight smile appeared to contain a raft of 
conflicting emotions. While she seemed 
genuinely happy for her old friend, the 
wedding was dearly stirring up some 
bittersweet feelings. 

As we motored along Dorset Street, I 
asked, just making conversation, “So Beth 
- is Colleen the first of your peers to get 
married?" 

Here's the thing You can never 
anticipate the course of a conversation. 
Even a seemingly innocuous question can 
evoke earth-shattering realities. 

“Nope,” she replied quietly. “I was 
actually married five years ago. I have 
two girls - 2 and 4 My husband died 


to handle. Now, I tell them every day how 
much I appreciate them. Theother thing is, 
I'm a triplet, and I’m super-close to my two 

"Holy smokes! I don't know if I've ever 
even meta tripletbefore — at least not that 
I know of. Are you, like, identical?" 

“Yup, we sure look alike, if that's what 
you meaa I'm kidding — I know that’s 
what you meant. When we were tiny, 
before we could even talk, we like, invented 
our own language. And you might diink 
this is crazy, but we can still communicate 
telepathically.” 

“I don't think that’s crazy at all. I think 
it’s completely wonderful. It’s a tough 
world, and we all need all the connection 
we can get So good for you. Are you a 


blows imaginable for a young wife with one 
baby and another on the way, and emerged 
a better, deeper and fuller human being. I 
had heard it in her voice and seen it in her 

On some elemental level, Beth 
had made a profound choice, and had 
undertaken the greatest alchemy of 
human existence: the transformation of 
deep tragedy into something meaningful, v> 
even beautiful. Her sheer courage moved *j 
me to my core.® 
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In a Vermont Book of Poetry, 

American and Japanese Cultures Meld 


II BB bridge of shirts / built 
ft between trees / torsos 
budding.” So reads a 
ml Ba modern Japanese haiku 
about spring in Vermont, written by 
Montpelier poet michiko oishi and trans- 
lated in collaboration with Burlington 
poet Judith chalmer. The poem ap- 
pears in the women's new collection. 
Deepening Snow, a book printed in both 
Japanese and English that does its own 
kind of bridging between two vastly dif- 
ferent languages and cultures. 

“American culture is really the op- 
posite of Japanese culture,” observes 
Oishi, a Tokyo native who moved to the 
U.S. widi her American husband 18 years 
ago. “They couldn't be more different" 
While her adopted culture values direct- 


email, which allows for enough charac- 
ters to fit eidier a haiku or a tanka. Oishi 
says she composed these poems as mis- 
sives to her parents back in Japan while 
caring for her two children (now 17 and 
19) during their first few years, “when 
you have hardly any time to yourself." 

But even with die extra syl- 
lables of tanka - which uses a 
S-7-S-7-7 format as compared 
to haiku's 5-7-5 — gaps remain 
between what a Japanese 
reader and an American one 
will grasp from a line o f Japanese poetry. 
Seasonal references that constitute 
the backbone of these ancient forms of 
poetry instandy evoke specific emotions 
for Japanese readers because of their 
long history of use. (Haiku dates back 


of her haikus. After that, says Chalmer 

- now the executive director of vs* 
Vermont, a nonprofit devoted to malting 
arts accessible to diose widi disabilities 

— the two recognized their “common 
love of poetry and language.” They began 
meeting “with no goal in mind other 

dian to enjoy die process of 
exploring the nuances of lan- 
guage and culture," Chalmer 

Eventually, die women’s 
conversations led to the 
publication of their first collabora- 
tive effort. Red Fish Alphabet, in 2008. 
Unbeknownst to them, die book caught 
the attention of Andrew miller-brown, 
a 2004 creative-writing graduate of 
Johnson State College who makes fine- 


hand-bound paper. Miller-Brown acrylic 
washed the cover widi an abstract image 
of a bluish snowdrift, and housed the 
whole in a removable, embossed folder. 

Fortunately for those who don’t col- 
lect, or cant afford, letterpress books, 
Miller-Brown is also issuing a far less ex- 
pensive trade edition on demand using 
die Espresso Book Machine at boxcar and 
caboose bookshop in Sl Joluisbury. The 
square paperback's front cover bears 
a photo of snow-laden lilac branches 
taken by Miller-Brown’s mother. The 
title and author information is relegated 
to a corner of the back cover, as if to em- 
phasize die Japanese disinclination to 
draw attention to oneself. 

Despite her 18 years in the U.S. and 
her authorship of the poems, Oishi be- 




“ ness and self-assertion, her native one 
S esteems indirectness, suggestion, empa- 
S thy — q utilities that define the two forms 
2 of poetry Oishi expkires in Deepening 
8 Snow: haiku and the much older form of 

Oishi is used to explaining the differ- 
5 ences. She teaches Japanese language 
z and culture as an adjunct at Champlain 
j* College in Burlington, and introduces 
schoolchildren around Vermont to 
Japanese cultural traditions as the 
jj University of Vermont Asian Studies 
2 Outreach Program’s field services 
i= coordinator. 

° As it happens, many of Oishi’s poems 
5 originated in a liminal space that knows 
no cultural gaps: die subject line of an 


to the 17th century, tanka to the sev- 
enth.) For Americans, not so much. And 
certain images of nature in Japanese 
culture make Americans think of the 
wrong season: Falling pine needles, for 
instance, mean summer to a Japanese 
native but evoke autumn in Americans’ 
minds, says Oishi. 

That's where her collaboration with 
Chalmer, who is also a poet, came into 
play. The two have met once a mondi to 
hash out cotranslations of Oishi’s poetry 
since 1999, when Oishi participated in 
a writing project Chalmer led to gather 
Vermont immigrants' stories. The proj- 
ect culminated in die performance of 
a dance/narrative entitled "Clearing 
Customs," during which Oishi read one 


press books, both at janus press — artist 
claire van vliet's press in Newark, Vt. 
— and at his own plowbov press in East 
Burke. 

“! sent diem a letter," Miller-Brown 
recalls, asking ifhecou Id issue dieirnext 
collection. The letterpress printer, who 
grew up on a dairy farm in Caledonia 
County, says he likes “to work with writ- 
ing that’s not been published before." 
The pair were “so surprised and happy,” 
saysOishi, and diat agreed to submit 100 
poems, of which Miller-Brown chose 51. 
The result: 100 signed and numbered, 
square-format, limited-edition letter- 
press copies of Deepening Snow, at $150 
each. Flawlessly edited and executed, 
the collector’s item uses handmade and 


trays a similar sentiment when she ex- 
presses discomfort at being interviewed 
before, and apart from, Chalmer. For 
her part, Chalmer acknowledges Oishi’s 
lasting in fluence on her own work. ’The 
translation process widi Michiko has 
gready affected my poems: They’re far 
more imagistic than they used to be,” 
she says. “My poetry lias been far more 
focused on joy.” © 


JjOeepenmg Snow. haiku and tanka by 

emailing amillerbrown@plowboypress.com 
plowboypress.com 
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review 


Oh, Ranger! 

VT State Parks 


BY MICHAEL GARRIS 


O h, Ranger! VT State Parks, a free 
app available for the iPod, iPhone 
and iPad, is a boon for outdoor lovers 
in Vermont who use digital devices. 
Based on the popular Oh, Ranger! 
Parkfinder app, developed by New 
York-based APN Media, the VT State 
Parks edition aims to provide users 
with everything they need (or want) 
to know about state parks in Vermont 
Oh, Ranger! helps users find their 
ideal environment with a diverse set 
of filtering options, such as distance 
from the user (based on ZIP code or 
city name) and a broad selection of 
potential activities. When I scrolled 
through the 52 state parks on the list I 
was surprised to find myself boni ng up 
on the parks' diverse wildlife, though 
you could just as easi ly obsess over 
water sports or biking trails. 

That said, Oh, Ranger! probably 
isn't an app you'll spend hours with; 
rather, it offers an efficient way to find 
out what you need to know. Search 
results are listed based on distance 
from the location entered, and the 
load times for results are impressively 
fast. The app is quick and responsive 
in general, and I encountered no 
technical difficulties. And that’s a good 
thing when you're in a hurry to start 
having fua 

One caveat: Like any app, Oh, 
Ranger! requires either a Wi-Fi or 
3G/4G data connection. This wasn't 
an issue while I played around with it 
at home, but considering the app is 
about exploring the great outdoors, 
it could prove inaccessible in many 
Vermont locales. Maybe it's better 
to figure out what you need to know 
before you go. 

Still, Oh, Ranger! VT State Parks 
performs exactly as advertised: It 
provides quick access to a wealth of 
specific information. And you can't 
argue with the price! 



OH, RANGER! VT STATE PARKS 

Available free on iTunes 
and Google Play store. 
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OPERA FESTIVAL 

TARAS KULISH 


EASTERN TOWNSHIPS 


SUPER SUMMER 

FAMILY GETAWAY! 


Donizetti 
Emerging Artist 
Production 


Mary Dunleavy, Mimi 
Richard Troxell, Rodolfo 


Tickets: $30 
Scott Parry, 
Stage Director 
Bruce Stasyna, 
Conductor 


Tickets: $25 - $70 
Barre Opera House 
802-476-8188 

www.barreoperahouse.org 
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Quick Lit 

M ost adults are so familiar 
with the Helen Keller story 
that we forget how difficult it is to 
tell. How can readers who rely on 
their senses of sight and hearing 
imagine being bereft of both from 
the age of 19 months, and without 
language until the age of 7? 

joseph lambert of White River 
Junction finds an elegant solution 
to this problem in his graphic 
biography Annie Sullivan and the 
Trials of Helen Keller, published 
under the auspices of his alma 
mater, the center for cartoon 
studies. The book’s first three pages 
offer a visual representation of 
young Helen's baffling world: 
pitch-black panels interrupted 
by ghostlike blue figures. 
Disembodied arms force a tool into 
the central figure's hands. There 
are no words, only body parts 
interacting, limned with energy 
as if by an infrared viewer. Only 
on the fourth page does Lambert 
plunge us back into the realm of 
colors, details, words. 

As the title indicates, 

Lambert's book is intended to 
introduce young readers to 
both Keller's story and that of 
her taskmaster and lifelong 
mentor, Annie Sullivan. The 
author-artist interweaves these 
tales with surprising narrative 


complexity. As Sullivan struggles 
to break through to Helen — a 
process chronicled in excerpts 
from her real-life letters — we 
see flashbacks to her own 
childhood, which was turbulent 
and Dickensian. (A poorhouse, 
rats and a dead brother figure 
prominently.) 

Sullivan emerges from the 
pages as a complex heroine, brave 
but also dangerously stubborn 
(and at times, in her eagerness 
to yank Helen out of darkness, 
downright ruthless). We learn how, 
as Keller became famous, Sullivan 
and other parties struggled to take 
credit, a process that culminated 
in Keller's "trial" for plagiarism. 

This is the kind of embarrassing 
episode that kids' bios of famous 
people often omit. Yet Lambert 
clearly isn't aiming to knock 
Keller and Sullivan off their 
pedestals — just to humanize 
them. He immerses us in Helen's 
world, where human touch is 
all, to show us that the flawed 
woman who brought her pupil 
the gift of language also —just 
as importantly — brought her the 
wordless gift of friendship. 

BY MARGOT HARRISON 

Annie Sullivan and the Trials of 
Helen Keller by Joseph Lambert 
Disney Hyperion Books, 

96 pages. $17.99. 
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FINE DINING 

Experience the elegance ol a bygone era 
Reservations: 802-899-2223 30 Rt 15, Jericho • Closed Tuesday 


Travel Mugs 
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Slates iPhone 


Notepads PhotoGarden 


Cameras • Digital Solutions 
10 Dorset Street e South Burlington. VT 05403 
802.863.1256 . www.thephotogarden.com 


Short Takes on Film 


LAKE PLACID FILM FORUM 

Wednesday, June 13. through Saturday. June 16, at the Palace Theatre and Lake 
Placid Center for the Arts in Lake Placid, N.Y. Most films are $10-12; some events 
are free. For the complete schedule, see lpfilmforum.com/2012-schedule. 


T he LAKE PLACID FILM 

forum staff has 
designed a provocative 
poster for its annual 
mini-festival, which starts 
Wednesday, June 13: The 
events name appears on 
a wrinkled red surface In a 
font all too reminiscent of 
a Netflix envelope. 

That fits right into a 
panel discussion scheduled for Saturday at 1 p.m. at Lake Placicfs historic 
palace theatre: "Do Movie Theaters Have a Future?" The question is not just 
theoretical for film exhibitors who screen traditional 35-millimeter prints, 
as several studios have announced that they intend to stop shipping reels 
and go all digital In the near future. Will small and indie theaters be forced to 
convert or die? 

One discussion participant is character actor Michael Gaston, a veteran ofTV 
shows such as 'The Mentatist," "Damages' and "Unforgettable." (He also played Gen. 
Tommy Franks in Oliver Stone's W.) Gaston is at the LPFF to present Tending Fires, 
a documentary he produced about seven teenage boys undergoing a community- 
designed rite of passage in New York's Catskill Mountains. Director Peter Ferland will 
also attend the Saturday screening at 7 p.m. 

The LPFF is somewhat scaled down this year, with just nine events 
scheduled. The films screened include festival hits such as Chicken With 
Plums, a live-action drama based on the graphic novel by Iranian comic artist 
Marjane Satrapl ( Persepotls ); and Searching for Sugar Man, a documentary 
about Rodriguez, the obscure Detroit musician who became the voice of 
South Africa's anti-apartheid youth. Joe Papp in Five Acts (screening free 
on Friday) tells the story of a groundbreaking theater producer whom LPFF 
Artistic Director Kathleen carroll describes as "much like a Shakespearean 
character, a self-obsessed, occasionally cruel man who ultimately had to face 
a terrible personal tragedy." 

And, of course, fans of short film won't want to miss the local North 
Country Shorts showcase or the latest installment of the annual Sleepless in 
Lake Placid student film competition. Better than Netflix? You be the judge. 


Speaking of struggling indie movie houses: In late May, the owner of 
Montpelier's savoy theater announced to members that "our financial 
position has eroded to the point where we may need to close the theater 
starting June 15th." Community response was swift. On June 11, owner 
terrence youk wrote in the Savoy's e-newsletter that "to date the community 
has sent in donations and renewed memberships totaling $27,191." 

Meanwhile, reader Robert lehmert sent Seven Days a photo (pictured) that 
he snapped outside the Savoy on June 2, showing moviegoers lined up in the 
rain for a show. Those reels are still rolling... 


Kickstarter campaigns for indie films are a dime a dozen these days, but not 
many of them were initiated by 12-year-old directors inspired by Quentin 
Tarantino. Caleb hoh of Burlington wants to raise $1800 by June 27 to make 
a film called Reservoir Pups — a "serious spoof of Tarantino’s heist flick 
Reservoir Dogs, with kids in the lead roles. Hoh — the son of August First 
and Stacks Sandwich co-owner jooi whalen — has been experimenting with 
Adobe After Effects in his YouTube videos, which reveal that for a preteen, 
he's got some editing skills. Check out his project at klckstarter.com. 

And, while you're there, get a preview of "The Green Knight," a family- 
oriented, locally shot adventure from kidbrotherpictures, which brought us 
the inventive short The Dragon Wall." Lamoille County filmmakers mark 
freeman and branoon st.cyr have already exceeded their fundraising goal. 


= THE STRAIGHT DOPE b-cec.laoams 



Dear Cecil, 

I've heard you can avoid 
paying a tax bill, traffic ticket 
or other debt by writing 
"accepted for value" on it. I 
understand that's nonsense, 
of course. But I'm curious: 
How is this supposed to work? 
I've always found the theories 
of tax protesters entertain- 
ing — for example, the idea 
that U.S. income tax is invalid 
because Ohio was never 
legally granted statehood. 
"Accepted for value" seems to 
be propelled by some similar 
notion, but I'm damned if I 
can figure out what it is. The 
websites I've consulted offer 
a convoluted explanation 
involving the gold standard 
and the Uniform Commercial 
Code, where nothing is what 
it seems — it's like reading 
Heidegger or Leo Strauss. I 
know it's all jabberwocky at 
bottom, but surely there’s 
some superficially logical 
thread. 

Taylor G., Newport Coast, Calif. 


Y ou’re right, there's a 
logic at work here. 
Granted, it's logic 
that only a psychotic 
can fully appreciate. However, 
we live in a country where the 
Supreme Court has interpreted 
the 14th Amendment, which was 
intended to protect the rights of 
former slaves, to mean that cor- 
porations are the legal equiva- 
lent of humans. Acceptance for 


value, A4V for short, involves 
reasoning only marginally more 
bizarre. So we ignore these 
people at our peril. They may 
someday rule. 

A4V is a core gambit among 
so-called sovereign citizens, 
who, depending on whom 
you listen to, are either homi- 
cidal anarchists or upholders 
of America’s bedrock values. 
They’re philosophical descen- 
dants of the anti-federalists, die 
losing side in the 18th-century 
debateoverthelLS. Constitution. 
Briefly put, they deny the power 
of the centralized state. 

The sovereign citizen draws 
a distinction between a human 
being and a US. citizen, also 


zen, in A4V thinking, is a legal 
fiction, or “strawman." It’s to 
this strawman that all laws 
apply. As a sovereign citizen, 
it’s your choice whether the law 
also applies to you, a creature of 
flesh and blood. 

You're thinking: These 
people are crazy. No question 
there. From their perspective, 
though, they’ve merely em- 
braced the founding principle of 
the republic as enshrined in the 
Declaration of Independence 
— namely, that the government 
derives its “just Powers from 
the Consent of the Governed." 
Did anybody ever ask you if you 
consented to be governed? Me 
neither. Sovereign citizens be- 
lieve that, until such time that 
you do, you’re a free man, or free 
woman, as the case may be. 


S understand the concept of rep- 
resentative democracy. Even 
among the Tea Party crowd I 
doubt you’re going to find many 
who think you could run a coun- 
try in which people could simply 
choose not to participate in the 
body politic and thereby exempt 
themselves from the law. The 
fact remains that, even in the 
land of the free and the home 
of the brave, the consent of the 

practical matter you play ball or 
else. 

Looked at in that way, sov- 
ereign citizenship has a certain 
crackpot nobility to it, provided 

Semitic aspects. Once you delve 
into the details, though, you see 
the whole thing is just crackpot, 
period. Here's a rundown: 

that in presenting you with 
a tax bill or traffic ticket, 
the government is simply 
making you an offer. By 
responding with “accepted 
for value,” you’re making 
a counteroffer. If the 
government doesn’t make a 
counter-counteroffer, you're 
off the hook. This is based 
on a bizarre reading of the 
Uniform Commercial Code, 
which sovereign citizens for 
some reason regard as holy 

• The counteroffer you’re 
supposedly making is 
that whatever debt you 
owe should be charged 

maintained on your behalf 
by the U.S. Treasury. The 
premise is thatin going off 


the gold standard in 1933, 
the U.S. switched from real 
money to fictional money. As 
collateral for its worthless 
cash, the feds pledged the 
future labor value of U.S. 

This value is maintained in 
the secret account created 
when you, or rather the 
fictional person established 
in your name, receives a 
social security number at 
birth. In essence, by writing 
“accepted for value" on a 
debt notice, you’re telling 
the government to put it on 
your tab. 

• One last key idea. Sovereign 
citizens believe the legal 
basis of fictional U.S. 
citizenship is the 14th 
Amendment, which created 
“14th Amendment citizens" 
under the federal thumb. 

The feds use tricks such as 
zip codes to trap the unwary 
into signing up for I4th 
Amendment citizenship and 
its attendant obligations. To 
avoid this, sovereign citizens 
write “TDC” next to zip 

using them only under 
“threat, duress or coercion.” 

I won't even get into SC theo- 
ries about admiralty law versus 
common law, the crucial use of 
capital lettersin legal documents, 
etc. Rolling our eyes, are we? 
Now, now. It wasn’t sovereign S 
citizens who dreamed up the g 
idea that the 14th Amendment 5 
created fictional persons. It was 5 
that hotbed of extremism, the 8 
Supreme Court. 





W ashington County Family 
Court is an ugly place. 
Aesthetically, its institu- 
tional courtrooms have 
seen better days; in places, the trim 
around the doors is duct-taped to the 
wall. Hie emotional atmosphere isn't 
much better; This is an environment 
where nuclear families frequently come 
to explode, creating fallout that can be 
poisonous for years. 

Divorces and child-custody fights are 
difficult enough when two parties are 
trying to resolve their differences. But in 
an age of alternative family building that 
can involve three, four or more parties 
— including nonadoptive stepparents. 


got divorced, Peter helped the two 
women conceive a daughter. In 2009, 
after their split, a judge divided custody 
almost equally between the two women 
and granted Peter visitation rights. 

Now Peter is alleging that Mary has 
made it difficult for him to exercise diose 
rights, and he further claims dial she 
hasn't been responsive to his requests 
for information on the child’s religious 
upbringing. Mary denies those charts 
and accuses Peter and Sarah of ganging 
up on her and committing 'Character 
assassination." 

Mary, who is representing herself, 
sits on die edge of her seat throughout 
the proceeding while Tina Buehler, 


That's partly because more Vermonters, 
both gay and straight, are creating fami- 
lies from "assisted reproductive technol- 
ogy,” or ART. 

Unfortunately, the law hasn’t kept 
up with the science. As any local family 
lawyer will point out, Vermont has no stat- 
utes or case law that specifically address 
sperm donation. Burlington attorney Deb 
Lashman, who specializes in family law, 
says she always emphasizes to her clients 
that, even when all parties sign a contract, 
there's no guarantee a court will enforce it. 

“In Vermont, you're treading on 
untested ground,” Lashman explains. 
“There is no case law and there are no 
statutes about this stuff.” 


Fortuitously, two weeks later, Mary 
and Sarah, who were then in a civil 
union, placed their own ad in Seven 
Days. It read: “Two-mom family seeking 
focal donor to expand family. Will con- 
sider co-parenting. Healthy, degreed, 
professionals only please.” 

In hindsight, it probably wasn't an 
ideal way to find abiological parent for 
their child. Peter's ad was sandwiched 
between one placed by a “Newly mar- 
ried, fun- loving CU looking for cute 
BiF to share in the good times”; and 
another that read, "Sadistic bastard 
seeks naughty little girl that looks 
great in skirt for hours of muffled 
screams.” 


Birth Rights 


When a child has more than 
two parents, Vermont family law 
meets a new frontier by ken picard 


sperm and egg donors, gestational sur- 
rogates, and other quasi-parental figures 
— judges can find themselves trying to 
untangle Gordian knots. 

Consider the case being heard on 
a Tuesday afternoon in mid-May as a 
woman, whom we'll call "Mary," enters 
Courtroom 2 for a status conference 
related to her long-running legal battle 
with her former civil-union partner, 
“Sarah,” and their daughter's biological 
fadier, “Peter.” (Because of the sensitiv- 
ity of custody cases, we have chosen not 
to use their real names.) 

Sarah, the child's biological mother, 
wears a polo shirt, shorts and sneakers. 
Mary sits down on her right, dressed 
professionally in a long-sleeved shirt 
and black slacks; on Sarah's 
left is Peter, who, like 
his attorney, wears a 
dark suit. Peter de- 
posits a cardboard 
box on the table 
marked “Mary.” 

It’s full of files, 
hinting at the pro- 
tracted nature of 
their legal wrangling 

Hie purpose of this 
conference is to decide 
whether a future hearing is warranted 
to address a contempt-of-court action. 
Eight years ago, before Sarah and Mary 


Peter’s lawyer, dominates the discus- 
sion. Judge Thomas Zonay is upbeat but 
firm, reminding Buehler at one point, 
“This is only a status conference." 

Through it all, Sarah remains mostly 
silent. More than once the judge asks for 
her opinion. After a particularly heated 
exchange, he turns to her and remarks, 
“We keep coming back to you in the 
middle.” 


In the case of Peter, Sarah and Mary, 
there was no contract, either. The par- 
ties failed to prepare for the possibility 
that their three-way relationship could 
disintegrate. They never put the nature 
of Peter’s role in writing Is he a sperm 
donor? A noncustodial parent? A daddy? 
At this point, who’s to say? Virtually the 
only way to glean the three parties’ ini- 
tial intentions is to go back to the classi- 


There is no case law 

and there are no statutes 
about this stuff. 



Ultimately, Zonay 
decides another 
hearing is warranted. 
All three parties will 
have to return to this 
dismal place to sort out 


Three-way child-custody fights 
aren’t yet everyday occurrences in 
Vermont Family Court, but they do 
happen with increasing frequency. 


DEB LASHMAN 


fied ads they placed in Seven Days nearly 
a decade ago — ads that eventually led to 
the child’s birth. 

In September 2002, Peter placed a 
personal ad that read: “Want to have a 
baby? GWM seeks lesbian/CU to have 
children with. Seeking non-custodial 
role. If your [sic] looking for a hand- 
some. educated, stable, drug and alcohol 
free guy to share raising babies, I'm your 
guy. Let's talk!" 


Still, Mary and Sarah’s ad got 12 re- 
sponses, from which they interviewed 
five candidates. Ultimately, they se- 
lected Peter, in part, Mary says, because 
he was in a stable relationship and had 
already fathered two children. (Peter 
declined a request to be interviewed for 
this story, referring all questions to his 
lawyer. Sarah did not respond to phone 
messages.) 

Mary and Sarah had met in church 
in Amarillo, Texas, in 1996. Later, they 
moved to Vermont, where they were 
joined in a civil union in 2000, shortly 
after the law establishing such unions 
took effect. Both Sarah and Mary already 
had children from previous relation 
ships. In fact, it was because Mary's 
son was die product of an anony- 
mous sperm donation that she 
wanted a known donor this til 

“My son always felt that loss 
in his life, not knowing the m 
who conceived him,” Mary 
explains. “We wanted 
somebody who would 
come to the birthday 
parties, the school 
concerts, come 
for Christmas and 
Thanksgiving, 
and somebody f/ 
for that child 


7 already 

;lation- 

ary’s 

J 



birthday parties and other events at the 
couple's home, and occasionally took die 
girl to his home overnight, along with 

But Mary insists that she and Sarah 
were “very clear” widi Peter dial they 
were the girl's parents, that he was not a 
parent, and that they would never relin- 
quish their rights and responsibilides to 
him. So why didn't the couple draw up a 
contract to that effect? 

"To me, when a man gives his word, 
that’s more sacred than any piece of 
paper," Mary explains. "I never imagined 
he’d seek custody. It just never crossed 
my mind.” 

In the summer of 2006, Mary and 
Sarah separated; a year later, Sarah 
filed for divorce. Before the papers 
were finalized, Peter filed a parent- 
age action asking the court to 
recognize him as 
the girl’s legal 
and biologi- 
cal father. His 
petition named 
Sarah, the 
biological 
mother, 
who didn’t 

Mary, who was 
not named 

tion, says she 
learned of 
it only after 
a court clerk 
happened to 
mention it to 


Parentage: 
nature or nurture? 

Reproduction was once a simple binary 
matter: one mother, one father. But the 
lines have been blurred by ART, which 
can include sperm or egg donadon, in 
vitro fertilization, and gestational sur- 
rogacy (when a woman carries and gives 
birth to a baby for another person or 
couple without necessarily contributing 
her own egg in die process). 

It’s now conceivable — pardon the 
pun — diat a couple could contract with 
a separate sperm donor, egg donor and 
gestational surrogate to produce a baby, 
whom the couple would dien adopt. In 
such a scenario, five people could claim 
to be “parents” and seek the attendant 
legal rights and responsibilities. 

Sound farfetched? There are already 
known cases, in Vermont and elsewhere, 
of lesbian couples who haveextracted an 
egg from one partner, which is then fer- 
tilized by a sperm donor and implanted 
in the other partner, who carries the 
baby to term. Arguably, all diree parties 
can call themselves “biological” parents. 
Legal experts say Vermont law has done 
nothing to keep up with dtese rapidly 
changing realities. 

How many families are created by 
ART in Vermont? Because the state has 
no reason to track most of those data, it’s 
difficult to say. It is known that, between 
2005 and 2011, 89 babies were born 
to same-sex couples in Vermont, pre- 
sumably using ART. During that same 
six-year period, another 40 babies were 
bom in Vermont to gestational surro- 
gates, including 12 who were carried on 
behalf of same-sex couples, according 
to the Department of Health's Vermont 
vital-statistics system. 

While those numbers still represent 
a tiny fraction of the 38,572 babies bora 
in the Green Mountain State during that 
period, they don’t include babies who 
were adopted by same-sex couples, or 
ones who were born toout-of-state same- 
sex couples who later moved to Vermont 
Suffice it say, family-law experts suggest 
that such “unconventional” families have 
become, well, more conventional. 

How does state law decide whom 

recognize as parents? The answer is 
easy in the case of married and civil- 
iples who are still together: 

In the eyes of the law, both partners 
re presumed to be the parents, 
regardless of who is genetically 
related to the child. 


to call 'Daddy.' We wanted that man to 
know our child.” 

Though Mary isn’t the girl’s biologi- 
cal mother, she says she always assumed 
that having a baby in the context of 
a civil union - with her name on the 
child's birth certificate — was enough 
to ensure her status as a "parent” in the 
eyes of the law. 

This so-called “marital presumption" 
is a well-established legal principle. 
But, given the absence of state statutes 
regarding sperm 
donation, Peter, 

Sarah and Mary’s 
arrangement 


especially where a child’s fate was 
concerned. 

To wit: Tina Buehler, Peter's lawyer, 
has long contended that her client’s con- 
stitutional rights as the girl’s biological 
parent trump Mary’s statutory right as a 
past party to a civil union. That Mary's 
name is on the girl’s birth certificate 
"carries no weight," Buehler claims. As 
she derisively puts it, “If you want to put 
Santa Claus on there, why can’t you?" 

Neither Mary nor Sarah has ever 
denied that Peter was more than just 
a source of DNA. He attended the 
baby’s delivery, was there for 
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That’s not die case when biological 
parents are unmarried. In Vermont, 
single mothers aren't required to identify 
the father on the birdi certificate. Even 
when an unmarried bio dad is named on 
the birth certificate and the child bears 
his name, he must file a parentage action 
in court before he can assert die legal 
rights and responsibilities of fatherhood. 

Vermont law does presume that die 
woman who gives birth to the child is die 
biological mother, even when her own 
egg was not involved. In gestational- 
surrogacy cases, die birth mom's name 
actually appears on the original birdi 
certificate, and a petition to amend it is 
filed after die baby is bom. In some other 
states, including Massachusetts, courts 
can adjudicate that die intended parents 
are the legal parents before the baby is 
born. This measure helps prevent some 
of the legal batties diat occurred in the 
1990s when birth surrogacy first became 
more common. 

What happens when a same-sex 
union dissolves? The same thing diat 
happens when a hetero couple splits 
up: The parties file for divorce, and a 
judge must approve a setdement diat 
addresses any minor children, includ- 


from the Liberty Counsel, an outgrowth 
of Jerry Falwell’s Liberty University that 
provides free legal assistance in defense 
of “Christian religious liberty, the sanc- 
tity of human life, and the traditional 
family,’' Lisa Miller asked Virginia to 
recognize her as Isabella's sole parent 
In 2007, a Vermont judge dissolved 
the civil union, divided die couple's 
assets and ordered parent-child contact 
between Janet Jenkins (die nonbio mom) 
and her daughter. The followingyear, the 
Virginia Supreme Court agreed, order- 
ing Miller to honor Vermont’s visitation 
order. When Miller refused, a Vermont 
court granted Jenkins full custody. 



Rill Faidi and Credit clause of the U.S. 
Constitution, Virginia had an obligation 
to recognize the Vermont judge's order. 
Had that visitation order not existed, 
Hughes says, Virginia probably would 
have viewed Jenkins as a legal nonentity. 

Over his 20 years of practicing family 
law, Hughes says, he’s noticed both adop- 
tions and ART “trending" away from 
anonymous parentage, and he believes 
“the biggest driver is diat people want a 
genetic connection to their child.” 

But once a couple involves a known 
donor in their lives, Hughes continues, 
whether seeking just his or her genetic 
material or something more, “that's 
when tilings become most dangerous. 

“I always try to make people aware 
that diis isn’t just about diem,” Hughes 
says. “You are creating a child who won’t 
always be an infant, who will have psy- 
chological needs as they grow up... And 
diere's a deep-seated need for all of us to 
know where we come from." 

Jules Fishelman has spent a lot of 
time pondering such questions. The 
38-year-old Burlington resident is prac- 
tically a poster child for the full spectrum 
of alternative parenting arrangements. 
He and his wife have a biological son 
together. He adopted his wife’s biologi- 
cal daughter, who was conceived before 


I always try to make people aware 
that this isn’t just about them. 
You are creating a child who 
won’t always be an infant. 

KURT HUGHES 


ing custody, visitation rights, education, 
religious upbringing and so forth. When 
the couple can’t reach an agreement, 
their case either goes to mediation or 
before n judge. 

Custody matters can get dicier when 
same-sex partners separate and relocate 
to a state that doesn’t recognize their 
original unions. That’s what happened 
in Vermont’s most infamous parental- 
rights fight: the Miller-Jenkins case. 

In 2003, civil-union partners Janet 
Miller-Jenkins and Lisa Miller-Jenkins 
separated. Lisa moved to Virginia with 
the couple's daughter, Isabella, and 
then became a born-again Christian, 
renounced her lesbian lifestyle and filed 
for divorce. Widi the help of attorneys 


Jenkins, who was represented by the 
Boston-based Gay & Lesbian Advocates 
& Defenders (GLAD) — the same orga- 
nization that initially represented Mary 
- ultimately prevailed in court. To date, 
it’s been a hollow victory. In January 
2010, Miller was supposed to transfer 
custody of Isabella to Jenkins but never 
showed up. She reportedly fled the 
country with the girl and is believed to 
be living in Central America. 

Kurt Hughes, a family lawyer with 
the Burlington firm of Murdoch Hughes 
& Twarog, explains that the primary 
reason Jenkins won her case before 
the Virginia Supreme Court is diat a 
Vermont judge had already granted her 
parental-visitation rights. Under the 


dieir marriage as the product of an 
anonymous sperm donation. And before 
he and his wife met, Fishelman donated 
sperm to a lesbian couple in Winooski 
- Seven Days associate publisher and 
online editor Cathy Resmer and her 
partner, Ann-Elise Johnson. (Johnson 
has also served as a gestational surrogate 
for a third couple, but that’s another 

Fishelman says he spent several 
tnondis wresding widi the implications 
of becoming a biological parent to a 
child he wouldn’t raise. What would be 
in the child’s best interest? What if the 
child wanted a closer relationship than 
he was comfortable with, or none at all? 

"Whatever my intent, I knew the 




child is going to have his or her own 
feelings,” Fishelman says. “Was I willing 
to be flexible with what might be good 
for me ... and change my mind?" 

Fishelman sought the advice of 
friends, family members, lawyers and 
other known donors — especially to 
research how things could go wrong. 
Some family members raised legal and 
financial concerns. Would the couple 
pursue him one day for child support? 
Would die child seek Fishelman’s fam- 
ily’s assets? Would he want a say in the 
child’s upbringing? 

Despite such concerns, Fishelman 
and the couple decided to proceed, and 
asked Burlington attorney Deb Lashman 
to draw up a contract. Because of the 
ambiguity around enforcement of such 
agreements, she also recommended 
that die nonbiological mom - Resmer 
- undertake a stepparentadoption once 
the child was bom. That way, whenever 
the family travels outside Vermont, 
other states will recognize her as a legal 
“mother,” regardless ofbiology. 

In addition, Lashman advised her cli- 
ents to be very clear about the boundar- 
ies of die donor's parental involvement. 

“The more you put in die agreement 
that the donor is going to be part of 
that child’s life, the more you open up 
the window for that person to assert 
legal rights and other kinds of custody 
and responsibilities, " she explains. “It’s 
easier to open that window than to tty 
to close It later.” 

Indeed, Fishelman acknowledges 
that his feelings for his genetic offspring 
have evolved over time. In his role as 
more than a sperm donor but less than 
a fadier, he sees the two children at least 
twice a month. They and his own cus- 
todial kids play together regularly and 
think of one another as cousins, though 
Fishelman admits the two couples don’t 
have a lot of “formal language" describ- 
ing their relationship beyond “they're 

Are three parents 
better than two? 

What happens to ART-assisted parents 
who don't prepare for unexpected 
developments? After the dissolution of 
Mary and Sarah’s civil union touched 
off a flurry of legal filings, the Mary- 
Sarah-Peter case eventually arrived 
at an uneasy truce. (Just how uneasy 
is indicated by the ongoing hearings 
three years later.) In 2009, a judge 
agreed that Mary was a mother to the 
child and divided custody between the 
two women. But Peter wasn't cutoutof 
the girl's life. 


His lawyer, Tina Buehler, believes 
the case “would have ended up in die 
U.S. Supreme Court. That’s the route 
we were going” However, she says, her 
client chose to settle for the best inter- 
ests of the child. 

“From [Peter’s] perspective, he se- 
cured what he was looking for initially 
in this case," Buehler adds, “which is 
recognition that he is the biological 
parent of this child and has an absolute, 
constitutional right to contact And in 
some cases his contact trumps the other 
party’s [Mary’s] right to contact.” 

Karen Loewy, senior staff attorney 
with GLAD in Boston, sharply disagrees 
with Buehler's assessment. 

“That is not what constitutional law 
says,” she argues. “Biology does not make 
you a parent Somethi ng more does." 

In fact, Loewy sees the Mary-Sarah- 
Peter case as more than just a caution- 
ary tale about couples who conceive 
a child through ART without legal 
representation. 

“The thing I found really frustrating 
about tliis case and similar cases is, you 
have two clear, intended parents, and 
the one with the genetic connection 
to die child seeks to cut out the other 
parent,” Loewy says. “To me, that's what 
this case was all about.” 

But fixing legal loopholes will prove 
difficult. Noneofthe parties interviewed 
for this story was endiusiastic about die 
idea of the Vermont Legislature wading 
into such matters. Loewy says that, 
in her experience, “Legislatures and 
assisted-reproductive technologies are 
not good partners.” 

Hughes agrees. “Once the legislature 
gets a hold of something,” he says, “you 
never know what the hell is going to 
happen.” 

In the absence of statutes or legal 
precedent, such custody fights in 
Vermont will continue to be decided 
case by case. For now, Mary says, she is 
just relieved that a family-court judge 
recognizes her as a legal mother. But she 
says establishing diat relationship came 
at a high price to everyone, including 
her daughter. 

For now, Mary’s “victory" is strictly 
her own, as her case creates no new 
legal precedent. Which means that the 
next Vermont family that goes to court 
to determine who qualifies as “parents” 
- be they two, three or more of them - 
may have to fight the same legal battle. 
And as one local mediator put it, “A 
judge can’t order people to get along or 
make good decisions." ® 


B 


Cathy Resmer contributed to INs 
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For the Love 
of the Game 

| Burlington Mayor Miro Weinberger plays hardball 


A ll baseball fans know die 
exact moment dtey fell in low 
with the game. For hardball 
diehards, it’s a formative life 
3 experience not unlike a first kiss or die 
g day you get your driver’s license. For 
Burlington Mayor Miro Weinberger, it 
was a moment shared by generations 
!2 of New England baseball fans: the first 
□ time he saw Fenway Park. 

| "It’s a magical experience,” recalls 
8! Weinberger. “That moment when you 
see the field for the first time, maybe 
under die lights, the vividness of die 
green. I was really taken by that." 

Since his introduction to Fenway 
g 30-odd years ago, Weinberger says 
2 baseball has been a constant in his life. 
§ He played Litde League as a kid and 
8 attended Ted Williams' baseball camps. 


He played ball throughout high school 
in Woodstock. After graduation, he 
spent a summer touring every major- 
league ballpark in die country and writ- 
ing a series of stories for the Valley News. 
At Yale, Weinberger was the baseball 
team’s radio play-by-play announcer. He 
went on to cover baseball as an intern 
for the Boston Globe. 

Now, the 42-year-old mayor is the 
catcher for die Burlington Cardinals, 
a position he’s played for the past 
five seasons. The team is part of 
the Vermont Men's Senior Baseball 
League, which in turn is affiliated widi 
a national organization. Players have to 
be at least 35 to play, 45 to pitch. The 
Cards’ modey crew includes a police- 
man, an engineer and a doctor, among 
other professionals. It also includes 


Galen Carr, a scout for the Boston Red 
Sox; Tom Simon, a Burlington attorney 
and audior of several books on baseball 
history: and an old Red Sox hero, Bill 
“Spaceman" Lee. And now, a newly 
anointed mayor. 

“What else but baseball would bring 
these guys together?" Weinberger asks. 

Play ball! 

On a recent Sunday afternoon, the 
Cardinals are squaring off against the 
Waterbury Warthogs at Harwood Union 
High School in Moretown. Before the 
game, several Warthogs shag fly balls in 
the outfield. By the far dugout, a shirt- 
less man warms up by pinwheeling a 
bat, a cigarette dangling from his mouth 
above a sizable belly. 


When it's the Cardinals' turn for 
pregame batting practice, most of them 
li3ve yet to arrive, including Weinberger. 
1\vo Cards clad in red jerseys play catch 
along the first baseline. 

“I think we’ve only got three right 
now,” says oneofthem, tossing the ball 

“Well, maybe these guys will jump 
in and shag flies,” says the other, nod- 
ding to the Waterbury dugout. "Unless 
they're already into the beer.” It's not 

Eventually, enough Cardinals arrive 
and die game gets under way, though 
die mayor is still a no-show. Fortunately, 
the team's starting pitcher shows up on 

“I'm pretty sure I threw about 180 
pitches yesterday," says Bill Lee, rotating 
his left shoulder slowly. “Maybe 200." 

Lee, who now lives in Craftsbury, was 
an enigmatic all-star pitcher for the Sox 
and Montreal Expos and is renowned for 
his exploits both on and off the field. Lee 
has just driven back from Boston, where 
he spent die previous day doing a charity 
event and playing “Billy Ball" — a hybrid 
softball/hardball game that he invented. 

The Cards jump out to a 2-0 lead 
in die top of the first inning, thanks to 
a ground-rule double by Lee that hits 
and dien scoots under the right- field 
fence. At the end of the half inning, the 
65-year-old grabs his glove and looks out 
to right field. 

“Just missed it," he says, before saun- 
tering to the pitching mound . 

Burlington Cardinals: 2, 
Waterbury Warthogs: 0, 
bottom of the second inning 

TWo innings into the game, Weinberger’s 
arrival is probably not quite on par with 
the first time he walked into Fenway. 
Still, as he descends die hill to the field, 
a heavy bag filled widi catcher's gear 
slung over his shoulder, he's grinning 

“Nice day for a game, huh?” I say in 
greeting. 

“It sure is,” he agrees, beaming as he 
heads toward the dugout along the first 
baseline. In the field, the Warthogs push 
across a run on a hard opposite field 
single, following a double to the gap. 
But die Cardinals get out of the inning 
on a comebacker to Lee, who fields the 
ball cleanly and fires to second to ignite 
a 1-6-3 double play. As diey trot off the 
field, Weinberger's teammates greet him 
widi high fives and fist bumps. 

“Nice of you to make it, Mo,” chides 
an infielder. 

Weinberger's first at bat comes in the 
top of the next inning. He takes the first 
pitch for a ball, just below die knees. 




After a tremendous rip that almost cork- 
screws his wiry frame into die ground, 
he eventually works the count lull on a 
pitch up around his eyeballs. Swinging 
from his heels on die next pitch, he 
strikes out and scuffles back to the 
dugout 

"You're drifting into the ball,” advises 
Lee as Weinberger straps on his shin 
guards. “Your shoulder is coming open 
and you’re drifting.” 

“Mo” nods and takes up his post 
behind home plate. 


Cardinals: 5, Warthogs: 1, 
bottom of the third inning 

Weinberger is crouched behind the 
plate flashing signs to Lee, who shakes 
him off. So he tries anodier sign, with 
the same result Finally, the burly 
southpaw nods on the third sign and 
goes into his windup. The pitch is laced 
back up the middle, a scorching line 
drive that finds its way into center for 
a leadoff single. Face mask in his hand, 
Weinberger saunters to the mound. 
After a brief exchange with Lee, he 
returns to the plate. 

Three batters later, the side is retired, 
die Waterbury runner left stranded at 
first Lee is pitching well and dirowing 
hard. He says he can still hit 80 miles 
per hour on a good day - read: not the 


day after throwing 200 pitches in a char- 
ity game - and has about six different 
pitches, including his famed “Leephus,” 
a lollipop curveball. 

“He's a game changer," says 
Weinberger of his battery mate. 

In between innings, Lee is stretching 
on the sidelines. Asked if Weinberger 
gets testy about being shaken off now 
dial he’s the mayor, Lee says, “Oh, yeah," 
rolling liis eyes. “But I told him, now 
dial he's mayor, I get free parking in 
Burlington.” 

Weinberger chuck- 
les when told die 
Spaceman's response. 

“Two years ago, 
in the playoffs, 
we were playing 
Charlotte, who were 
really good,” he 
says. The game was 
at Callahan Park in 
Burlington, where 
the Cards play their 
home games. “It was 
early in the game and 
we were working this 
guy, their best hitter." 
Weinberger says he 
called for an inside 
fasti) all. Lee shook 
him off. “He wanted 
to throw a curve," he 

Lee threw the 
curveball and the 
Charlotte batter 
swung. “He hit 
it about eight miles," 
says Weinberger, grin- 
ning. "After that, Bill 
said, ‘All right. I'm not 
gonna shake you off 
anymore.’” 


Cardinals: 5, Warthogs: 2, top 
of the fifth inning 

In his second at bat, Weinberger hits a 
weak grounder to short. But he husdes 
down the line and reaches base safely 
when the shortstop bounces the throw 
to first. Three batters later and widi 
two runners on, first baseman Adam 
Chetwynd, a 39-year-old DEA agent by 
day, crushes a towering home run to left 
field. Lee is up next and swings hard, 
connecdngon a 1-1 fastball. 

"Ah, I just missed it,” he again com- 
plains as he begins trotting down the 
first baseline. 

“Well, it’s out," replies the first-base 
coach. Lee looks up just in time to see 
die ball land in die woods beyond the 
right-field fence for a solo home run. 


The Cardinals score four runs in die 
inning to take a 9-2 lead and break die 
game open. 

“I told my wife that every time 1 
hit a home run, I have to play another 
year," says Lee after he rounds the bases. 
“Guess I’ll be back next season." 


Cardinals: 21, 

Warthogs: 2, final 

The defending-champion Cardinals 
handily dispatch the Waterbury nine to 
improve to 5-0. Weinberger goes 1-4 but 
reaches base and scores three times. The 
Cards are undefeated and riding an of- 
fensive hot streak, having scored at least 


MIRO WEINBERGER 

10 runs in each of dieir first five games. 
Especially widi Lee turning back time, 
both on the mound and at the plate, diey 
appear poised for another title run. 

“This is the best group of guys 
I've ever played with,” says Lee, 
who, by the way, pitched Game 7 of 
the 1975 World Series for the Boston 
Red Sox. 

Postgame interview, 
two days later 

“I really fell hard for baseball right 
around age 6," says Weinberger, seated 
behind the desk in his new city-hall 
office. “I wasn’t very good at first,” he 
concedes. So he practiced. Incessantly. 
Weinberger says he “drove his parents 
nuts" fielding tennis balls off die house 
for hours on end. “The house looked 
like it was diseased,” he says. “It had 
all these pockmarks from where I’d 
bounce balls off it.” 

In 1987, his junior year of high 
school, diat practice would pay off. 
Weinberger was die second baseman 
for Woodstock Union High’s varsity 
baseball team. 

“We were the ninth seed in die tour- 
nament that year,” Weinberger says of his 
team's unlikely title run. In the second 
round, the Wasps drew top-seeded 


Winooski At die time, heavily favored 
Winooski was a baseball powerhouse 
diat would send 10 players from the 1987 
squad on to play college baseball. One of 
them, starter Dana Perrotte, became one 
of the best pitchers in the history of the 
University of Vermont 

“I diink he’d given up, like, diree runs in 
42 innings that year," recalls Weinberger 
of Winooski’s starter. Winooski scored 
in the first inning and led 1-0 most of the 
game. Butin die later innings, Woodstock 
mounted a rally. Weinberger stepped up 
to the plate and dug in against Perrotte 
with the bases loaded. 

“1 hit a weak grounder to second, but 
beat it out for an infield hit and we tied 
the game," Weinberger says. With bases 
loaded, the team's cleanup hitter came 
to the plate. Perrotte fell behind 3-0 and 
grooved a fastball on the next pitch. 

“I'll always remember diat as one of 
die most beautiful moments of my life," 
says Weinberger. “He swings and it’s 
just this majestic arc." The ball landed 
in a swimming pool just beyond the 
fence — a grand slam. Woodstock would 
hold on to win 6-4 and take the state 
championship. 

One gets the sense that baseball is 
rarely far from Weinberger’s thoughts, 
even diough, these days, pressing city 
matters clamor for his attention. But 
every now and then, the worlds ofsports 
and politics merge. 

During his mayoral campaign, 
Weinberger ran a baseball day camp in 
the North End with the help of some 
Cardinals teammates — including Lee. 
Given how closely contested that race 
was, it's fair to surmise diat every effort jjj 
during the campaign might have had 5 
some impact at the ballot box. 

“There is a part of me diat likes to ^ 
diink baseball played a small role in [me] g 
becoming mayor," Weinberger admits. 2 
It’s also playingarole in his first term. 
UVM and the Vermont Lake Monsters 
recently reached an agreement to allow 
the minor-league team to call Centennial - 
Field home for the next 20 years. That s; 
agreement meant that die state’s high § 
school baseball tournament could also § 
return to the field this season. It had been r “ 
played diere until uncertainty about the 
park's future meant moving the tourney ^ 
to Montpelier for the past diree seasons. < 
“I got to go to the press conference ^ 
announcing the return as the newly 5 
elected mayor who had won a champi- 
onship diere,” says Weinberger. At the 
presser, Jim Carter, the coach of that 
1987 Winooski team, approached the 
mayor. He was holding a baseball. 

“He said, ‘Do you know what diis ball 5 
is?'" says Weinberger. “1 said, ‘Was it in a g 
swimming pool?'" ® 



WHAT ELSE 
BUT BASEBALL 

WDIILD BRING THESE 
CIMfTH? 



Men of the House 

Meet the stay-at-home dads who traded careers for caregiving 


T he traditional image of the American father has been under revision 
for decades — at least long enough to make TV’s first father. Ward 
Cleaver, look like a nostalgic cartoon and his latter-day “Mad Men” 
counterpart, Don Draper, a pointed example of die bad old days of 
meat, potatoes and patriarchy. 

Women entering the U.S. workforce after the Second World War changed 
American culture. Then, when the U.S. economy took a nosedive about five 
years ago, the game changed again — diis time booting men out of the work- 
force at twice the rate of women, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

One combined effect of women holding jobs and men being forced out of 
diem is dial men are increasingly responsible for managing ... households. An 
analysis of 2010 U.S. census data finds that 20 percent of fathers widi children 
under age 5 are the primary child caretakers in their families. 

Here’s what seven of them have to say about it. 



Mark Gabel 

South Burlington 


W hen his first daughter was about a 
year old, Mark Gabel did the math 
and realized that “my salary was paying 
the nanny.” His physician wife was the 
family’s major breadwinner; Gabel had 
been in retail sales and management 
for roughly 20 years - most recendy 
at downtown Burlington’s Climb High 
outdoor gear store. The combination 
had worked well, he says, “when it was 
just about us.” But when his daughter 
entered her second year, he had a rev- 
elation. “I looked up one day and said, 
'This is crazy,"' he recalls. ’“My kid’s 
a year old. I hardly know her.’ I was 
watching myself become my father with 
no benefit financially.” 

On a walk widi mountaineer Simon 
Yates, of Touching the Void fame. Gabel 


got more inspiration to change course. 
He remembers being moved by Yates’ 
insight that his only regrets were about 
what he hadn’t done, not what he had. 

Gabel gave notice at Climb High and 
settled in for an extended stay at base 

While the initial plan was for him 
to stay home until Ills daughter was in 
kindergarten, a second child changed 
die equation. Gabel made good use of 
his stay-at-home dad time to earn un- 
dergraduate and graduate degrees from 
Champlain College, the latter an MS in 
mediation and applied conflict studies 
that he hopes will help him reenter the 
workforce 

He admits there are tough parts, such 
as the "humbling" experience of being 
a husband who doesn’t bring home die 
bacon, and being the odd man out — lit- 
erally — at baby yoga. There’s also doing 
laundry seven days a week and a work- 
day that, by his estimate, starts at 6 in die 
morning and ends at 10 p.m. 

But he still feels like he’s getting die 
better end of die parenting deal because 
of the bond he has established with his 
kids. “Not a day goes by when I don't feel 
like the luckiest guy alive," he says, “even 
when someone is di rowing tantrums.” 

Brendan Smith 

St. Albans 

W hen Brendan Smith and his dien- 
wife were anticipating the arrival 
of their daughter, they held a series of 
rational sit-down talks about switching 


roles. There was more at stake than 
the traditional expectations related to 
gender: Smidi is visually impaired. He’s 
not totally blind, but he can’t operate a 
motor vehicle. 

At first. Smith was pretty nervous - 
and understandably so. If his child were 
to choke on something would he be 
able to see what it was? When they had 
a second child, he worries about what 
would happen if the kids took off in op- 
posite directions. 

Smidi made it through diose anxious 
infant years by concentrating on doing 
the best he could. He engaged his kids 
in activities that didn't require driving 
anywhere. “I took it upon myself to take a 
negative and work around it,” he says, “to 
get them out, go for walks widi diem, take 
them where I could on foot Push diem on 
the swings. Run with them. Make up for 
the lack of transportation. I've even taken 
them on die bus a few times, and they 
seem to get a lack out of diat” 

It hasn't been easy. Feeling the financial 
pinch, Smidi went back to work part time 
at Hannaford supermarket, but he's still 
there to greet his kids at die bus on school 
days. He and his wife divorced about a 
year and a half ago, but there hasn’t been 
much conflict over parental rights. 

“My kids are comfortable here, diey 
have a lot of friends, and they get into a 
lot of sports and do a lot of community 
stuff," he says. 



He also gives himself some much- 
deserved credit; “It’s hard enough being 
a single parent in this day and age, 
anyway, but an even greater challenge to 
be able to handle children on your own 
when you’re limited yourself," he says. 
“I've been able to take on the challenges, 
and I think I’ve done reasonably well” 


Michael Wheeler 

Milton 



M ichael Wheeler and his wife 
couldn’t decide who should be the 
primary daytime caregiver for their first 
child. But at just about the time their 
due date rolled around, fate made the 
decision for them. The UVM laboratory 
where Wheeler had been working shut 
down. Coincidentally, he had already 
been mulling over whether beinga stay- 
at-home dad would be a “cool thing to 
do.” 

As his daughter developed food aller- 
gies and then a son came into the picture, 
his decision proved wise. “I thought diat 
I might go back to work after a while," 
he says, “but I'm thinking diat less and 
less." 

It’s something of a redo for Wheeler, 
who became a dad for the first time in 
the 70s. When his older daughters 
— now the mothers of his grandchil- 
dren — were born, he was working as a 
chemistry teacher at a small college. His 
busy work life didn't allow him to be as 
present as he would have liked. “It’s in 
the minutiae of the day that kids really 
become who they are, and I certainly 
didn't experience diat like I am now." 

MEN OF THE HOUSE » P.36 
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THE EVENT 
IN A TENT 

Famolare Farm/ 
VABEC, Brattleboro 
Saturday, June 30th 
$4 Bt63-$9.81 


SEVEN DAYS 
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SWEETPERKS 


BURLINGTON CITY 
LIMITS SALON 
$40 TOWARDS HAIR 
SERVICES FOR ONLY $20! 

Com e ge t a ne w su mme r look at 
Burlington City Limits Salon! They do 
cuts, color, highlights, perms, and styling. 

They are a Matrix salon and the entire 
team is thoroughly skilled in using the 
full line of Matrix and Biolage 
products. 

LIVING IN PROGRESS 
3 WELLNESS OR 
DIABETES COACHING 
SESSIONS FOR $98 
$195 VALUE 

Living in Progress can help 
you build entirely new ways of perceiving your health, 
your nutrition, how exercise fits in your life, and your overall 
emotional wellness and happiness. 


Sign up for DealTicket emails today: 
deals.sevendaysvt.com 


Mirror Mirror 

makeup • skincare • day spa 








SPEED SCHOOL IW«I by sEDTE 


Essex 879-7734 EXT 2 Williston 860-3343 

South Burlington 658-0001 or 0002 edgevt.com 

GREAT FAMIT PLANS I GROUP CUSSES TENNIS COURTS LOTS OF KIDS ACTIVmESI 


Families receive $40 and kids receive a prize! For more info, 
contact us at 802-656-4409 or famlab@uvm edu. 


Kids ages 8-10 and parents are invited to participate 
in the Parents and Peers Project at the University of \fermont. 

Families will come to the Family Development Lab for 
a 25-hour visit that includes games, discussions of kids' 
recent experiences with peers, and questionnaires. 
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When it comes to parenting wisdom, 
“I consider myself a rank rookie.” 

Being an older stay-at-home dad, 
he has to be vigilant in avoiding the 
occupational hazards of parenting. “I 
was sort of a young dad when my older 
kids were born,” he says. “I don't have a 
recollection of feeling tired or holding a 
20 -pound child all the time, but now I 
do. I’ve had to learn to be careful with 
die way I hold diem and pick them up." 

Still, he adds, being close at hand 
while his kids are growing has been 
a revitalizing experience. “It's just an 
amazing thing to watch a human being 
develop into a person, and it’s doggone 
miraculous to see our oldest kid start 
to figure things out and ask insightful 
questions and make funny mistakes and 
all diat kind of stuff," he says. “So even 
though my body feels older, my spirit is 
younger than it was before they were 


Shem Roose 

Richmond 



A t the pinnacle of his career as a 
snowboarding photographer, Shem 
Roose followed the world's top riders 
wherever they roamed from January to 
May. By the time his daughter, Sylvie, 
was born in 2003, however, he was 
already starting to burn out on his jet- 
setting job. With his wife working full 
time at MyWebGrocer, he decided to 
take a run at beinga stay-at-home dad. 

Despite possessing all the organiza- 
tional skills required to shoot in hard- 
to-get-to places, Roose was surprised 
by how difficult it was “just keeping 
up with all of the stuff that needs to be 
done around the house,” he says, such as 
cooking and doing the laundry. “It really 
took me a while to preplan," he adds. “If 
we were going to go swimming ... that 
was a challenge for me, to make sure I 
had everything." Living two miles up 
a dirt road raised the stakes. “Because 


of where we live, once you leave the 
house, you really don’t want to forget 
anything,” he says. 

Roose cultivated a freelance pho- 
tography business when his kids were 
sleeping Still, the memory of how high 
he’d climbed in his career haunted 
him for a while. “I would have periods 
where I would feel like, ‘God, I just don’t 
feel like a man,"' he remembers. “I was 
doing dishes and vacuuming and fold- 
ing laundry and taking care of the kids. 
I was kind of wondering When does this 
end? or What’s next? ... I felt lost for a 

Add to that die financial strain of 
living on a single income, unequal time 
with die kids and the isolation of rural 

Roose eventually found his groove, 
arranging play dates with other dads 
and organizing trips to the ECHO Lake 
Aquarium and Science Center and li- 
braries. Roose and his wife also enrolled 
in the Parenting on Track workshop, 
which he says has been helpful in his 
mediatingsquabbles between his kids. 

For die dad contemplating taking 
on the role of primary caregiver, Roose 
recommends, “Be ready for the ride 
of your life. Being patient is the key. If 
you’re the type of guy that doesn't have 
a lot of patience and a lot of energy, then 
it’s just going to wear you down." 


Matt Howes 

Fayston 



M att Howes was working part time 
as a school bus driver when his 
first son was bom. The single car seat 
installed behind him in die bus soon 
became three, as his second son and 
daughter joined the family. Eventually, 
he was dropping diem all off at school. 

The gig came with benefits, though 
not die kind associated widi traditional 
employment. “One of die joys is I get to 
hug my kids every day when they get 
home from school,” he says. “I know my 
kids. My kids know me ... That's what's 
important to me.” 

Howes now works part time as a pro- 
pane technician but continues to be the 
primary caregiver in the family. It was 


a practical choice: As his wife advanced 
in her career as a social worker, she had 
the potential to make more money than 
he did. 

Naturally, there have been some 
bumps in die road, especially when 
Howes’ wife began pursuing a graduate 
degree. “I remember stepping up to the 
sink at 10 o'clock at night one night and 
just looking at piles of dishes, and my 
wife was at one of her night classes,” he 
recalls. “I just remember going, “Holy 
crap.' I didn’t realize kids could be this 
much work. I was just astounded. At a 
really weak moment I was like, 'Nobody 
ever told me this.' I almost had a pity 
party for a moment there." 

There are other difficult aspects to 
bang a stay-at-home dad in a fairly rural 
locale. Playgroups are “spotty," he says, 
complicated by the difficulty of arrang- 
ing play dates with stay-at-home moms. 
"A guy going to a different woman’s 
house or a woman coming to my house 
— it doesn’t happen,” he says. “It’s too 
ward ... and rumors fly." 

Howes acknowledges occasionally 
wondering when his own career will 
advance, but he says he's not in a hurry. 
“You only have a certain amount of time 
to influence the kids and raise them 
up the best way you can," he says. “I'm 
going to enjoy being with my kids as 
long as they enjoy my being witfi them." 

Tom Schicker 


Burlington 



T om Schicker followed his college- 
professor wife to Vermont In 2008, 
when their twin daughters were 2. The 
toddler years presented challenges well 
beyond what every parent is prepared 

Sylvie has an extremely rare degen- 
erative neurological condition, Krabbe 
disease, symptoms of which include 


severe sensory and motor impairment, 
difficulty swallowing, and frequent 
seizures. Only between 10 and 20 per- 
cent of kids with Krabbe live past their 
second birthday. 

“Being forced daily to confront the 
uncertainty that we all face, but are 
able to ignore, is front and center all the 
time," Schicker says. 

Schicker became a stay-at-home dad 
to care for Sylvie. It’s enabled him to 
design days that allow his two daughters 
to do as much together as possible — a 
goal diat has become harder to achieve 
in recent months as Sylvie has experi- 
enced mounting medical issues. 



UKE THE LUCKIEST GUY AIM. 

EVEN WHEN SOMEONE IS 
THROWINGTANTRUMS. 

MARK GABEL 

School fits the bilL Sylvie and her 
sister, Uma, are kindergarteners at the 
Sustainability Academy at Lawrence 
Barnes in Burlington’s Old North End. 
“We have a nice chance to walk to and 
from school," Schicker says. He praises 
the school faculty and staff, who are 
“super at trying dieir best to keep Sylvie 
involved in the class." 

One of Sylvie’s part-time personal 
care assistants is also her in-school 
instructional assistant, and Uma is in 
the same class and oftai at her sister's 
side. “She’s wicked smart so she's got to 
be aware of what’s going on,” Schicker 
says of Uma. “At the moment she doesn’t 
treat her sister as ill, which I just love. I 
try to emulate that as much as possible, 
even when it seems a little bit psychotic. 
That’s land of how I want to view Sylvie, 
too. She’s just who she is." 

One of their favorite afternoon 
activities is baking. With Sylvie in a 
slander — a device designed to help her 
strengthen her joints - she can watch 
her father and sister malting pretzels, 
while she touches the ingredients. 
“Those are some of my happiest mo- 
ments,” Schicker says, adding both 
girls enjoy eating what they make, too. 
“That's when I feel like a success. Sylvie 
just likes being around people who love 
her. That’s what we work for now.” ® 


This story original ly appeared in the 

p^jJune issue of KidsVT and is excerpted 
■pr here in recognition of Fathers Day. 



DEMO THE DIAVEL NOW 
AND WIN A TRIP TO 


Demo a Diavel at Ducati Vermont and enter to win a vacation in Italy. 
Visit www.ducativermont.com for test ride form and contest details. 
Demo a Streetfighter, Monster or Multistrada and win a prize. 

Let us show you what Ducati is all about 

Expiration date lor free prize tor any demo is Sept 10 
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Riding the groundswell of stand-up 
paddleboarding in the Green Mountains 

BY SARAH TUFF 


I t’s the sort of evening when you look 
at Lake Champlain and wish you 
had a boat, or a friend with a boat. 
Just enough wind blows to sparkle 
die glassy surface inside the Burlington 
breakwater, while the setting sun glows 
sherbet-orange, closing out an 80- 
degree day. 

At die Lake Champlain Community 
Sailing Center, we don't have a boat, but 
we do have some new friends: a gadier- 
ing tribe of stand-up paddleboarders 
who, like many, have discovered a whole 
new view of Vermont. Standing on wide, 
stable boards with our feet facing for- 
ward, paddling on either side to propel 
ourselves, we aren't cramped in kayaks 
or dpping in canoes. We're gliding 
across the water, able to see a different 
perspective while also getdng in a dam 
good workout. 

Though stand-up paddleboarding, or 
SUP, hit the state’s waters several years 
ago, die flood-free summer of 2012 marks 
a watershed moment for the sport here, 
and for a coalescing community. This 
debut of the Wednesday Night SUFer 
Club — a loose affiliation of enthusiasts 
— is just one sign of die rising tide. 

This month, the WND&WVS shop, die 
only local store dedicated to SUP, opened 
in Burlington; a June 11 SUP demo at 


Essex's Indian Brook Reservoir sold out 
The first-ever SUP festival at Whterbury 
Reservoir is scheduled for June 24, while 
organizers of September’s Stand Up for 
die Lake! benefit at the LCCSC are hoping 
to make it a tourist attraction. 

That's not all: Some of Vermont’s 
SUP'ers are tackling white water on die 
Mad River. An Essex entrepreneur has 
developed a trainer that 
Hawaiians (who invented 
the sport) are using 
practice their SUP skills 
indoors. And it's hard 
shake a paddle without hit- 
ting a Chittenden County outdoor store 
that sells stand-up paddleboards — and 
scrambles to keep them in stock. 

“A few years ago, nobody even asked 
about SUP boards,” says Mike Strojny, 
general manager at South Burlington’s 
Canoe Imports. "Last year we couldn’t 
get them fast enough, and diis year 
we’ve doubled our order - and we’re 
going to sell out." 

I was bitten by die SUP bug in 2009, 
when I first wrote about the sport for 
this paper and bought a board. Back 
then, I was a pretty lonely soul on the 
lake, and earned plenty of strange looks 
from passing motorists when they saw 
what looked like a surfboard on top of 


my car. In those days, boards for sale 
were as scarce in Vermont as palm trees. 

Fast-forward to 2012, when land- 
mark outdoor stores EMS and Outdoor 
Gear Exchange are selling SUPs. 
Canoe Imports and Stowe's Umiak 
Outdoor Outfitters each stock 18 dif- 
ferent models; Umiak's Steve Brownlee 
expects his SUP business to triple this 
spring and stummer. High- 
tech models with displace- 
hulls make possible 
long flat-water expeditions 
(hello, Hudson River 

and Montreal!), while 

hybrid boards allow you to paddle Lake 
Champlain, surf Hampton Beach and 
windsurf the Dominican Republic. Buy 
'em large enough, and you can fit the dog 
or the kid on the board. 

When longtime surfer and SUP’er 
Russ Scully decided to design an entire 
Pine Street store around stand-up pad- 
dleboarding, he was inspired by those 
possibilities and a passion for water 
sports. At WND&WVS, new and used 
boards are lined up alongside paddles, 
wet suits and a tiki-bar checkout coun- 
ter in an 800-square-foot comer of the 
building that houses New World Tortilla, 
South End Studio and SoYo. (Scully, 
who also owns surf-style restaurant the 


Spot, will move to a new, 1500-square- 
foot space in the old Meineke Car Care 
Center building in October.) 

While the shop also sells windsurfing 
gear and kiting equipment, Scully says 
its heart is SUP. "The growth curve is 
really steep right now,” he says. 

While Scully has imported Hawaiian 
ambiance to Vermont, Essex ergom- 
eter developer Rob Sleamaker, owner 
of Vasa, is importing a bit of Green 
Mountain stand-up culture to Oahu. 
There, surf-shop owner Robert Stehlik 
has been using the Vasa ergometer to 
train for SUP; this summer, Sleamaker 
will begin marketing his SUP-spedfie 
Vasa products. 

Vermonters may just need some extra 
training for the latest frontier in SUP: 
river trips, where white water can add 
another frisson to the sport. "Rivers are 
just awesome,” says Colchester’s Jason 
Starr, who runs Paddlesurf Champlain 
out of Burlington's Oakledge Park and 
has SUP’ed stretches of die Winooski, 
Lamoille and Mad rivers. “The speed - 
it’s like you’re on a flume ride, but you're 
standing up.” 

For far more placid experiences, 
however, one of the latest hot spots is 
Waterbury Reservoir, where Umiak 
has been offering free Thursday-night 


.EBB! 



demos of high-performance boards this 
month, and hosts other SUP programs 
all summer. “In most cases, it’s glassy 
smooth, with mountains dropping 
all around you,” says Brownlee, who 
is helping to organize the Vermont 
Paddleboard Festival at the Wnterbury 
Center State Park day-use area on June 
24. An avid paddler, he got hooked on 
SUP because of the unique vantage 
point. “It feels new and fresh because I 
can see deep in die water; I can see fish, I 
can see die bottom of the lake, and I have 
become more attentive to the scenery in 
the woods,” Brownlee says. 

It’s a shared sentiment the feeling of 
gaining a new perspective, of freedom, of 
friendship. Though I've had many Zen- 
likeexperiences on solo SUP outings, it’s 
more fun paddling alongside someone. 

During my first Wednesday night 
SUP’er club, several of us chat about ev- 
erything from med school to parenting 
to CrossFit to real estate as we glide past 
Splash at die Boathouse, and Breakwater 
Cafe & Grill. 

What makes it so easy to open up? 
“SUP puts you in that state of mind 
where you’re relaxed, and you share 
things that you might not otherwise if 
you were on land," explains Scully. "It's 
very rare diat somebody comes off the 


lake and tells you they wish diey had 
spent that time doing something else. 
There’s no easier access to get out on the 
water dian SUP.” 

But there's one major barrier to diat 
accessibility, as 1 found when I first tried 
the sport: cost A new SUP board can 
fetch up to $2500 at Canoe Imports; the 
average price tag is around $1000. While 
that’s still far less than a boat — and while 
a well-made board can last for hundreds 
of oudngs — die sticker shock can turn 
some away. That’s why Starr is partner- 
ing with local craftspeople to create 
handmade Vermont boards, why Scully 
is selling used boards at WND&WVS, 
and why Paddlesurf, Canoe Imports, 
Umiak and LCCSC offer free demos, 
cheap rentals or both. 

Want an even more unusual vantage 
point on Lake Champlain or Waterbury 
Reservoir? Both the LCCSC and Umiak 
are offering yoga SUP classes this 
summer, so you can practice your down- 
ward dog while paddling downwind. 

“SUP fits really nicely with the skills 
you need for yoga, such as balance and 
core strength,” says the LCCSC ex- 
ecutive director Kate Neubauer. She's 
overseeing preparations for the fourdi 
annual Stand Up for the Lake! paddle- 
board festival on September 8 and hopes 


to attract more dian 100 paddlers from 
Burlington and beyond. 

“It’s about having people understand 
that they can positively influence die 
health of Lake Champlain.” Neubauer 
says of the event. “We have a right and 
a responsibility to recreate and keep it 
healthy. You play on the lake, you fall in 
love with the lake, and you take care of 
the things you love." ® 
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News that will put a smile 
on your face... 


Mate in 
America 

Theater review: / Love You, You're Perfect, Now Change 



A mericans on the dating scene 
in the mid-1990s must have 
reached a breaking point in 
their desperation. How else 
to explain the popularity of The Rules, 
Ellen Fein and Sherrie Schneider’s best- 
selling compendium of Time-Tested 
Secrets for Capturing the Heart of Mr. 
Right, published in 1995? The next year 
saw the U.S. premiere of the comedy / 
Love You, You're Perfect, Now Change, a 
rollicking musical revue about die trials 
and tribulations of seekinga soul mate. 

Of these two Clinton-era treatises on 
die hard-knock life of heterosexual ro- 
mance — The Rules and/ Love You — the 
comedy may be the more illuminating. 
It has certainly proved more durable. 
While some critics deemed The Rules 
outdated - even antifeminist - on its 
initial publication, I Love You, You're 
Perfect, Now Change ran for more than 
5000 performances before closing in 
2008, making it the second-longest- 
running Off-Broadway musical in his- 
tory. (The Fantasticks holds the record.) 
lb call the show a hit is like calling 
Facebook a popular website. 


The current production of I Love You 
at Lost Nation Theater in Montpelier 
gives us a chance to see it in perspec- 
tive. While the show may speak most 
clearly to the lovelorn, anyone who has 
endured the rigors of romantic com- 
panionship can appreciate the success 
of playwright/lyricist Joe DiPietro and 
composer Jimmy Roberts in turning 
heartache into humor. The play is as 
resonant today as it was when Mark 
Zuckerberg was still in junior high 
school. 

That the LNT staging of I Love You 
avoids feeling, cr, dated is a testament 
both to die play and die players. A revue 
witii more than 30 sketches and musi- 
cal numbers, it presents die quest for 
love in short riffs on a range of topics 
- from first dates to old flames; from 
tying die knot to the sex lives of married 
couples with children. Each vignette 
tackles a familiar obstacle on the road 
to love; together, they form a sequence 
that adheres only loosely to a story line. 
The first act culminates at the altar 
with “Wedding Vows." The second act 
explores the aftermath, with sketches 





widow and widower, respectively — 
who seize on a mournful moment to 
make a little time. The sketch calls on 
the pair to downshift emotional gears 
from earlier numbers while still letting 
us see muted sparks fly between them. 

Musical director Nancy Hartswick 
keeps the show moving as she works die 
keys of her solo piano and shifts musical 
moods from one beat to the next — from 
campy pop stylings to more operatic 
numbers to tango. On opening night, 
Hartswick and cast fell out of rhythm 
a few times, but her single instrument 
managed to buoy this revue aloft with 

The simple orches- 
tration complements 
similarly minimal- 
ist approaches to set 
design and costumes. A 
few pieces of furniture 
and changes of clothes 
relocate the story from 
one place and time to 
another. Stagehands 
dressed like Charlie 
Chaplin clones empha- 
size the resetting of die 
stage by rolling new 
scene tides into place 
in a window above die 
proscenium arch. 

While there are 

in I Love You, You're 
Perfect, Now Change, 
a few sketches sound 
flat ones. “Satisfaction 
uuaranteeu, an absurd piece about 
bringing litigation into the bedroom, 
and “Scared Straight," in which a lonely 
prison inmate (Sturdevant) warns two 
single souls (Miller and Karraker) 
against the evils ofgoingit alone, are too 
zany to ring true. 

Even at the show's weakest moments, 
the cast of 1 Love You never lets up. 
Their emotional circumstances become 
more complex in die second act, but 
enthusiasm remains high. These four 
players merit respect, like that lovelorn 
dater, for forging ahead dirough tricky 
terrain. Their backstage area could use 
a few towels, the better to mask their 
exertions from scene to scene. But flow- 
ers — for jobs well done — would not be 
out of place.® 


aplomb. 

MAR'S PLAYERS 
QUICKLY CONJURE A 
RESPECTABLE MEASURE 
OF CHEMISTRY 
WITH EACH OTHER. 
EVEN AS THEY 
SPEED THROUGH A 
REVOLVING DOOR 
OF ROMANTIC 
ENCOUNTERS. 


on married life, parendiood, dating after 
divorce and even dating after a spouse's 
death. Because this boy-meets-girl story 
is not about a single boy and girl, the 
show achieves a certain degree of uni- 
versality — in the North American con- 
text — inviting theatergoers to connect 
with the comedy wherever they can, if 
not with the work as a whole. 

Under die direction of Tim Tavcar, 
the LNT actors play the dating/mating 
game with gusto. When dating is going 
very well, it's a giddy contact sport — a 
pillow fight with romantic destiny. 
When it's not going well, it can sow 
doubt, sorrow and bitterness - all at 
once. To shift these 
emotional gears rapidly 
is the challenge con- 
fronting any cast of I 
Love You, You're Perfect, 

Now Change, and it's 
made all the more diffi- 
cult by the fact that only 
four actors play dozens 
of parts. The LNT cast 
is eminendy up to this 
feat, demonstrating the 
single most important 
prerequisite: energy. 

Talent appears uni- 
formly spread among 
the troupe of two 
women, Taryn Noelle 
and Natalie Miller, 
and two men, Michael 
Karraker and Shawn 
Sturdevant. They're 
all solid, if not superb, 
singers, and their keen comic timing 
gives the show panache. The sketch 
“Men Who Talk and the Women Who 
Pretend They're Listening” stands out 
for its especially sharp skewering of 
male self-aggrandizementon dates. The 
bit segues nicely into two funny song 
variations on this theme — Noelle and 
Miller's "Single Man Drought" and then- 
male counterparts' “Why? 'Cause I'm a 
Guy.” 

Tavcar’s players quickly conjure a 
respectable measure of chemistry with 
each other, even as they speed through 
the revolving door of romantic encoun- 
ters that defines the play. 

As a lampoon of modem love, I Love 
You may not strive for great emotional 
depdi, but it requires considerable 
acting range to embody characters all 
along the romantic spectrum, including 
children, parents and senior citizens. 
Noelle and Sturdevant demonstrate 
that in one of the show's few genuinely 
contemplative moments, which also 
happens to be its most original take on 
dating. In “Funerals Are for Dating.” 
the two actors play funeral guests - a 


O l Love You, You're Perfect, Non Change. 
directed by Tim Tavcar. produced by 

Sunday. June 24. at 2 p.m. at Montpelier 
City Hall Auditorium. $25-30. Info. 
229-0492. Iostnationtheater.org 
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Curry and Cream 

Taste Test: Sherpa Kitchen 

BY ALICE LEVITT 


■ ■ ave you been to Jazz 

Fest yet?" Lakpa Lama 
asked as he poured me 
■ a cup of milky chaL 
I was waiting to pick up my lunch 
order at Sherpa Kitchen, Burlington's 
first Himalayan restaurant, and co- 
owner Lama had welcomed me to 
die counter to sit down and make 
conversation over a cup of spiced 
tea with brown sugar. It was on the 
house because my order was a little 
later than expected, bull didn't mind 
waidngin the company of such a gra- 

Wlien I brought my lunch back to 
the office and examined die take-out 
containers, I saw that someone in the 
kitchen had carefully labeled each 
one in delicate cursive and added 
a smiley face. Those small touches 
define the experience of eating at 
Sherpa Kitchen. The owners. Lama 
and Doma Sherpa, care about you as 
if you were in their home. But, much 
o like eating at a friend's house, dining 
t; at die new restaurant has its culinary 

> high and low points. 

§ My Sherpa Kitchen experience 

> started somewhat less dian auspi- 
ciously with the Sunday buffet. The 
small buffet setup offered a pile of cu- 
cumbers and carrots, with chopsticks 

g for serving, and raita and tomato 
o dressing on the side; bland, yellowish 
Ef lentil stew called dal; rice; stewed, 
2 curried cabbage; and fried chunks 
of chicken. The last was pleasantly 
spiced but bone dry. 

u Fried pakoras — gram-flour frit- 
< ters filled with onions and carrots — 
5 were flavored with an aromatic mix 
g{ of spices, but I found die nearly raw 
vegetables inside unpalatable. My fa- 
vorite dish on the buffet was steamed 
bread called ti momo, or Sherpa 



bread, which is unique to Sherpa 
Kitchen; Sherpa says the shape is her 
own invention. Composed of upward- 
facing petals, it looks like a cross be- 
tween a lotus flower and a sea urchin. 
It's a fun eat not just for the texture 
but for the mild flavor that recalls the 
crust of a Chinese pork bun. 

Our server's English was limited, 
but she apologized for the fewer-than- 
normal buffet offerings and offered 
everyone in my party free dessert, 
though we had made no complaints. It 
was a surprising and greatly appreci- 
ated gesture. 

Half my gang of friends ordered 
the kulfi, which serves as an ice 
cream equivalent on the Indian sub- 
continent and beyond. The dessert 
is always densely creamy, almost 
resembling cheese; in my experience, 
it’s usually flavored with pistachio 
or mango. Sherpa Kitchen’s ver- 
sion was perhaps even sturdier than 
usual, like a frozen brick that seemed 
almost impervious to melting, and its 
flavoring was limited to a topping of 
crumbled pistachios. Though not the 
best version of the dessert I’ve had, 
it was pleasant enough for everyone 
to finish. 

By contrast, die bhatsa makhu was 
one of the best desserts I’d eaten all 
year. A bubbling broth of creamy cara- 
mel sauce was topped with a liberal 
shower of cardamom. That on its own 
was delicious, but quartered pieces of 
cheese dumplings made the hot dish 
truly memorable. The chewy dough 
was filled with equally bouncy cheese 
that I’m guessing was paneer, and 
the cream-on-cream combination of 
sauce and cheese was a startling suc- 
cess. Once I was done, I was ready for 
another bowl. 
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lu.lu Love 


"It’s been a blur to us. All 
we do is sleep and make 


RESTAURANT AT THE INN AT 

Baldwin creek is talking about 
luau, the artisan ice cream 
parlor diat lie opened with 
his daughter, martha, and 
wife, linda HARMON, during 
the last week in May. 

Martha Mack grew up in 
the kitchen at Mary's when 
it was still located in down- 
town Bristol. She earned 
a master's in library and 
information sciences, then 
decided she preferred the 
dynamic life of a restaurant 
to academia and returned to 
Bristol, where she became 
Mary's bar manager. Last 


winter. Mack’s love of infus- 
ing vodka with flavors such 
as bacon started inspiring 
parallel experiments with 
desserts. At first, she flavored 
cupcakes that she paired 
with homemade ice cream, 
but before long she realized 
that “it's a lot more fun to 
play with flavors [in ice 
cream], and the shelf life's 
better." 


While the family relo- 
cated Mary's Restaurant to 
the inn in 1994, they held on 
to its original 11 Main Street 
spot. This spring, die Macks 
began remaking the chic 
space with work by David 
Durgin of Mainly Metals. 
That includes a giant metal 
ice cream cone suspended 
outside the scoop shop. 

Martha Mack makes the 
F rench- custard- style ice 
cream base herself with milk 
and cream from monument 
farms dairy and eggs from die 
Inn at Baldwin Creek’s own 
chickens. Flavors change 
daily, but Mack says she 
always offers four standard 
flavors and five quirkier 
ones, including a sorbet Of 
the less-quirky choices, she 
says her cookies-nnd-cream 
flavor has proved particularly 
popular. It’s filled with her 
own homemade 
version of Oreos. 
The Macks bake 
die waffle cones 
diemselves, too. 

More adven- 
turous dessert 
seekers will be 
excited by Doug 
Mack’s invention: 
curried-peanut 
ice cream. Martha 
Mack says her 
favorite flavor 
is caramelized 
banana with 
dark- chocolate- 
covered cashews. 
She's also proud 
of a scoop made 
from VERMONT 
COFFEE COMPANY 
dark roast and 
chocolate- 
covered toffee from red kite 
candy in Thetford. Other 
flavors showcase the Macks' 
own harvest including basil 

and strawberry-rhubarb 
sorbet featuring berries from 
last resort farm. “Since we’re 
cofounders of Vermont fresh 
network, we're tryingto be as 


A Pearl in the Rough 

PEARL STREET DINER. 85 PEARL STREET. BURLINGTON 
The past year hasn't been slack time for pam scanlon. 

Last summer, she and her partner, Michael niederer. pur- 
chased the space alongside their existing business, radio 
deu. Their vision for the decades-old diner and bakery 
known until last summer as Doughboy's Bakery & Coffee 
Shop - was an affordable, accessible gathering place for 
locals, some of whom reside in nearby senior homes. 

Last Saturday, after nearly a year, pearl street 
diner finally opened its doors. “It took a lot to get this 
place open,” says Scanlon, pausing during a recent lull 
between breakfast and lunch. "So far, so good." 

For starters, the space turned out to need major reno- 
vations. Besides busting through a wall to create a door 

the previously 
separated 
diner and 
bakery, refur- 
bishing the 
bathrooms and 
installing new 
floors, Scanlon 

each detail. 

She look each 
booth apart 
and "sanded 
and steamed 
out a bazillion 
years' worth of gunk,” she says. Scanlon’s mother offered 
advice on the process, but passed away in October before 
she had a chance to sec the reimagined diner. 

Inside the now-brighter space, the kitchen opens at 
6 a.m. during the week, when morning cook sean orumm 
(formerly of Sadie Katz Deli) sizzles up eggs Benedict, 
French toast pancakes, omelettes — some withchorizo 
sausage or apples and cheddar - and the requisite eggs 
and bacon. 

Lunchtime brings sandwiches such as a Philly chees- 
esteak with shaved ribeye steak and gooey cheese; a 
black-bean burger with feta; open-faced hot sandwiches; 
and burgers and salads. A lot of it is homemade, Scanlon 
says, from the Hollandaise sauce to the corned-beef hash 
to the biscuits that come with sausage and gravy. Her 
lasagna and shepherd's pie may soon join the 

The diner's first month is a soft opening, adds 
Scanlon, because both the space and menu are in flux. 
“It’s pretty exciting. And we’re not a bus depot," she says 
drily, referring to the shock she got last fall when she 
saw 85 Pearl Street on a list of potential sites for a new 
Burlington transit center. 

More projects await: Scanlon and crew are in the 
midst of renovating the adjacent Doughboy's bakery, 
where they will eventually serve up fresh baked goods 
such as pies and cakes, as well as ice cream and milk- 
shakes. The diner's seating will be the original Oasis 
Diner booths from Sadie Katz, which Scanlon scored 
from the former owner. 

Pearl Street Diner is open Monday through Friday 
from 6 am. to 4 p.m., and weekends from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
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Lucidly, it wasn’t 
long before I was 
back at Sherpa 
Kitchen for the 
aforementioned 
lunch takeout. I 
passed up the $8.99 
special, which of- 
fered a somewhat 
limiting choice of 
drink, appetizer 


of filling my three 
smile-bedecked 
cartons with a va- 
riety of dishes that 
showcased both 
Sherpa’s specialties 
and the fusion that is 
Himalayan cuisine. 

The most disarm- 
ing dish was a salad 
of baby spinach and 
equal numbers of 
beautifully roasted 
red beets and fresh 
mozzarella balls, all 
tossed in salty, her- 
baceous parsley vin- 
aigrette. The salad is 
Sherpa's own quirky 
invention — with, 
she admits, no basis 
in her homeland’s cuisine — but it’s 
delicious. 

While die salad transported me 
closer to the Italian Alps than to Mount 
Everest, the chicken “chili” was a side 
trip to China. The lustily seasoned cubes 
of chicken diat I’d first encountered 
dried out on the buffet were now fried 
so they were crisped on the outside 
and juicy within. A slightly gooey red 
sauce dressed diem, along with peppers 
and onions, in a sweet fire that blended 
well with the cinnamon in the chicken's 
coating. 

The Sherpa lo mein was my first 
chance to try the restaurant’s home- 
made noodles. They were extremely 
uniform, lacking the chew and 
uneven sizes and shapes 1 expect from 
Himalayan hand-pulled noodles. Still, I 
enjoyed the dish, with its mix of carrots, 
cabbage, caramelized onions and fresh 
cilantro. The vegetables would have 
been the perfect vessel to soak up the 
soy and ginger sauce had it been evenly 
distributed; as it was, 1 could go several 
bites without tasting any sauce. Things 
improved when I reheated the leftovers 
a day later. Perhaps Sherpa lo mein is 
like soup — better the next day. 

When I headed to Sherpa Kitchen for 
dinner, momos were on my mind. Our 


server warned me that the wait for the 
dumplings would be at least 15 minutes, 
so I told her to bring food out as it was 
ready. The momos emerged in about 15 
minutes, as advertised, but it would be 
another half hour before we saw our 
other dishes. Plenty of seats were occu- 
pied, but not enough to qualify the hour 
as a rush, so inexperience and under- 
staffing seemed the likeliest reasons for 
die slow service. 

The momos, however, justified the 
wait. The thick, slippery dough held 
coarsely ground beef and soft chunks 
of onion. Unlike the ginger-, garlic- and 
cilantro-flavored dumplings I’ve had 
in die past, these momos had a kick. 
Perhaps because Sherpa Kitchen's 
owners are Nepalese, not Tibetan, their 
momos feature cumin and chile, making 
diem taste like an Indian fusion take on 
the dish. A small, square cup of tomato 
sauce at the center of die plate was 
attractive, but its subtle flavors disap- 
peared in the wake of the dumplings' 
seasoned filling. 

Each plate holds 12 medium-size 
dumplings — which is good, because 
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local as we can,” says Doug 
Mack. 

The store is currently 
open Wednesday through 
Sunday, but Doug Mack 
says he hopes to serve 
seven days a week year- 
round. A new, larger-scale 
ice cream maker arriving 
this week will make it 
easier for the family to 
stock up and avoid sell- 
ingout. Soon, Mack says, 
customers will also be able 
to grab pints to take home. 

The demand is there, 
says his daughter. “I've 
had families [who] come in 
almost every day," Mardia 
Mack adds. “You can taste as 
many flavors as you like, and 
the kids like to take the op- 
portunity to try everydiing.” 

We bet it's not just 
the kids. 


Taste of Things 
to Come 

PUTNEY TO GAIN A 
COMMUNITY-SUPPORTED 
RESTAURANT 
Goat-cheese-and-netde 
croquettes with a rhubarb- 
balsamic sauce. Caramelized 
crepes filled widi strawberry, 
rhubarb and mint, then 
topped with a sweet balsamic 
glaze. Vietnamese-style 
summer rolls filled with 
chopped mint, rhubarb and 
chopped broccoli stems. 

These are some of the 
dishes to which chef ismail 
sam ad has treated visitors to 

the PUTNEY FARMERS MARKET 

over the last few Sundays. 
First he gathers seasonal 
ingredients from the 
market's farmers (lienee 
the abundance of rhubarb), 
then prepares the dishes on 


die spot at his boodi using a 
propane stove. 

Each is a taste of things 
to come at die guanery, a 
restaurant-in-die-planning 
diat Samad and two partners 
hope to open this fall using 
die community-supported- 
restaurant model. 

“The tasdngs are a great 
way to interact with the 
community and give people 
an opportunity to try our 
food,” says liz ehrenberg, 
anodier partner and Putney 
native. (The diird partner 
is Alice james). If people like 
what they taste, they can 
put their money where their 
mouth wants to be; Gleanery 
supporters can buy in at 
diree levels and spend their 
shares monthly over the first 
diree years of the restau- 
rant’s life. “It's very much a 
start-up membership model,” 
Ehrenberg notes, similar to 
die one harnessed by clairfs 
restaurant in Hardwick. 

The vision for the 
Gleanery developed in step 


with die goals of Transition 
Putney 2.0, and a key element 
of the business model is the 
intense connections the res- 
taurant will foster with local 
farmers. The eatery is likely 
to be BYOB, adds Ehrenberg, 
giving customers a chance to 
nip across the street to the 
PUTNEY GENERAL STORE to pick 

up featured bottles of wine 

Though many particulars 
remain up in the air — the 
lease on the historic building 
at 133 Main Street has yet 
to be signed - Ehrenberg 
is dirilled that the trio is 
halfway to its goal of raising 
$60,000 after starting its 
drive a few weeks ago. 

Sounds as though Putney 
is hungry for a new resto. 


Follow us onTwitterfor 
the latestfood gossip! 
Corin Hlrsch: Matesupper 


you won't want to stop eating them. 
However, it would be nice to be able to 
order them in smaller portions so as to 
leave more room for dinner. 

An appetite is especially handy when 
you order die $19 nonvegetarian thali, as 
1 did. The presentation resembled a feast 
at a fine Indian restaurant: A large silver 
tray held a cavalcade of stews, pickles 
and sauces, all presented in delicate, 
hammered-metal bowls. 

A mound of rice topped with fresh 
green peas was large enough to share 
and to spoon onto individual plates as 
a base for the stews. The seemingly un- 
seasoned dal was back — inoffensive, but 
disappointing compared with versions 
of the dish I’ve had at lndianeateries and 
from other Himalayan cooks. On the flip 
side, I preferred Sherpa Kitchen’s crispy, 
comparatively mild chickpea crackers to 
the sometimes too aggressively seasoned 
Indian ones. 

Mild Iamb curry was slow cooked in 
dark gravy. The lamb could have used an- 
other hour in the pot — a couple of pieces 
remained too tough to chew easily. 

The chicken tikka masala was far 
more impressive. The crispy chunks of 
chicken I had encountered at two previ- 
ous meals were as delicious as ever and 
at their most moist. The masala sauce 


tasted like masala sauce. The creamy 
tomato puree was every bit as bright, 
creamy and redolent of ginger and garam 
masala as one could hope. This time, 
there was no call for excuses or national 
comparisons: Sherpa Kitchen’s Nepali 
owners had reproduced the tastes I 

THEIR TIKKA MASALA 
MAY WELL BE 

THE BEST 

INDIAN DISH SERVED 
IN BURLINGTON. 

remember from a childhood obsessed 
with Indian food. Their tikka masala 
may well be the best Indian dish served 
in Burlington. 

Spicy, mustard-laden pickled carrots 
and daikon filled out die thali, along 
widi a bowl of kheer, or rice pudding, 
which was thick widi strong notes of 
cardamom and lemon. 

To finish off my Sherpa experience, 


I had a bowl of thukpa, a noodle soup 
I first tried at Himalaya Restaurant in 
Plattsburgh. This one was filled with die 
same noodles I’d enjoyed in the lo mein. 
In fact, the dishes were almost identical, 
except that instead of the soy-ginger 
sauce, this vegetable-noodle mixture sat 
in a deep bowl of stock Our server told 
us that a third dish, the Sherpa Stew, is 
die same as the thukpa, sans noodles. 

Despite experiencing a few early 
bumps in the road, I look forward to 
returning to Sherpa Kitchen, especially 
at lunchtime for Indian-inflected foods 
such as the tikka masala. Sherpa tells 
me that in the coming months, she’ll be 
updating her menu to include even more 
authentic Nepalese dishes. One will be 
her homeland's own blue cheese, called 
churu, served in a curry. 

I f she and Lama keep up the good work 
and creativity, they're sure to clear their 
opening hurdles and feed Burlington for 
years to come. Diners may try die Sherpa 
Kitchen for an adventure in little-seen 
cuisine, but it's die homestyle hospitality 
diat will bring them back for many a cup 
of chai at the bar. © 


H Sherpa Kitchen. 119 CollegeStreet. 
Burlington. 881-0550. 
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Lost in Beer Space 

A frenzied taste of Mondial de la Biere 



I t's not quite noon, but most of us in 
the crowd are already sipping beer 
as we watch Fred Cormier lope onto 
die stage, ponytail flopping against 
his back. The lanky brewer smiles as he 
accepts a gold medal for a beer called 
Greg, a luscious, spicy stout created at 
his Quebec brewpub Hopfenstark. 

The tippling starts early at the annual 
Mondial de la Biere in Montreal After 
all, there are 637 beers to sample. Of 
diose, only a dozen will pick up awards. 
Standing beside me, judge Pete Slosberg 
explains that the beers were judged 
blind, with no particular nod to style. “So 
you judge hedonistically," notes Slosberg, 
who cocreated (and later sold) Pete’s 
Wicked Ale. “Of course, the judges' biases 
get in die way," he concedes. “Some like 
sweet, some like bitter." 

What does Slosberg like? “I like 
flavors in balance, so that nothing domi- 
nates,” he says. 

The judges prefer beers with bold fla- 
vors, too, or so it appears from the list of 
winners - including two stouts, a wheat 
doppelbock lull of dark fruit and spice, 
and a honey ginger tripel ale. Inside the 
Place Bonaventure, tracking them down 
among the 170 or so pubs is daunting. 

Mondial now in its I9th year, turns 
diis concrete hall into a cacophonous 
miniature city for five days; a setdement 
of mini-pubs dispensing some of the 
most exquisite and unusual beers in the 
world. The encyclopedic list of brews is 
itself intimidating So is the crowd: Some 
95,000 people will wander dirough diis 
hall over die next few days, most with 
a glass mug dangling from one hand. 
While many serious beer lovers commit 
a weekend or more to savoring as much 
as they can, I have just five hours and 
litde idea where to start. 

Fortunately, I've driven up with 
Steve Polewacyk of Vermont Pub & 
Brewery, who promptly scores a list of 
the award-winning beers and shares it 
with me. Polewacyk receives a warm 
welcome wherever he wanders: His 
good friend and former business part- 
ner - Greg Noonan, who passed away 
in 2009 - is legendary in the craft- 
brewing world. Noonan's presence 
looms large here; Hopfenstark’s Greg is 
named for him, as are Mondial's award 
certificates, eadi of which is called an 
MBiere Greg Noonan Award. 



Honoring Noonan in this way was 
a given for Jeannine Marois, who co- 
founded Mondial in 1994 and is now 
its president. Sitting in a plastic chair 
on the VIP terrace, Marois explains 
how she was running a graphics and 
communications firm two decades 
ago when a pair of clients asked her to 
study the potential success of a beer 
festival. After some market research, 



she thought it could be a go. ‘“So you 
say it would be good,”’ she recalls the 
clients saying. “'So want to start it with 
us? I said, ‘Why not?”' 

Each of the trio kicked in $15,000 
for the first event, which took place in 
Montreal's Place des Arts over four hot, 
sunny days. "There were 10 microbrew- 
eries in Quebec at the time,” says Marois, 
whose tousled blond bun suggests she's 


in perpetual motion. “Now, there are 
nearly a hundred." 

Though Marois continued running 
her graphic arts firm until recently. 
Mondial caused her to turn 90 degrees 
in her professional life. “I fell in love 
with the concept, and with the people," 
she says. And her taste has broadened 
from die lighter ales she drank in her 
youth. “My palate is a bit bigger than 
that now,” Marois quips. 

Mondial is bigger, too, with seven 
full-time employees and festivals in 
Strasbourg and Mulhouse in France, as 
well as in Montreal. The business is not 
all about carefree swilling — bringing 
alcohol into Quebec can be a complex 
and daunting process, Marois says, and 
sometimes beer gets delayed on its way 
to die festival, or the province’s alcohol 
authorities ask to analyze its contents. 
Despite Mondial’s apparent success, 
Marois admits, “We really don’t make 
lots of money." 

Still, in Place Bonaventure, as brew- 
ers greet each odier widi hugs and 
beer lovers stroll happily, it’s clear diat 
Marois and her crew facilitate sheer joy 
— and not just among Mondial attend- 
ees. When I ask at die VIP bar, in terrible 
French, to try an Italian ale called Civale 
Mervisia, two older barkeeps collabo- 
rate to open it and laugh uproariously as 
the cork pops into the air. 

After talkingwith Marois, I decide to 
tackle more tasting and find the award 
winners. I head first to the Latin Petit 
Pub - where the focus is on beers from 
South America and Italy — to try the 
gold-medal-winning imperial stout 

There, a Quebecois economist 
named Guillaume Lamb doubles as a 
volunteer pourer. He decants the stout 
from Cervejaria Bodebrown, a Brazilian 
brewery. It’s flat dark and powerful 
almost like bourbon. (And, at 14.5 per- 
cent alcohol, it’s nearly as strong.) 

To concentrate solely on award 
winners, though, would mean missing 
much magic, such as Rirest Bacuri, an 
Amazonian beer brewed with a fruit of 
die same name. Bacuri shares a family 
with mangos teens, and this beer is the 
color of diluted sunshine, refreshingly 
light — only 3 percent alcohol — and 
citrusy. It’s a welcome palate cleanser 
between the heavy-hitting stout and an- 
odier Italian ale that tastes of pumpkin. 


food 


I sample an incredibly round saison- on hand, but other treasures a\ 




like blond ale brewed by Le Cheval as the Herbe a Detoume, a hazy, orange- 


Blanc specifically for Mondial, with 
wisps of banana layered over zesty 
sour notes; then two dry ales from La 
Succursale, a newish Quebec micro- 


tinged beer that brewer Stephane 
Ostiguy brews with Citra hops. 

The man next to me is swooning over 
dark, herbaceous beer named Umami; 


brewery; and a stunning summer ale Ostiguy brews it widi morel mush- 


from Boquebiere, a new- 
brewery in Sherbrooke. 

Mondial's exhibitors 
microbrewing cognoscenti, however. 

Nearly empty is the Coors Light booth, 
raised on a platform. Inside, a flat- 
screen television silently cycles Coors floor, 
commercials, while a waterfall trickles Ostiguy 
in front of a tub filled widi Coors Light occasion" t 
T Glace, a sort of lager-iced-tea hybrid. 

“Coors did 37 tests, and 


n die 37th try, they got 


it right!” enthuses the 
attendant. “It’s not like 

A QUEBECDIS 

anything you’ve ever 

EC0N0MI8TNAMED 

drunk out there.” Um, 
he's right. 

GUILLAUME LAMB 

The flash of the Coors 
booth is in distinct con- 

DECANTS THE STOUT 

trast to die homey, cozy 
Vermont tent, which is 

FROM CERVEJARIA 

a nexus for visitors from 

BODEBROWN 

the Green Mountain 
State. Here, a handwrit- 

A BRAZILIAN BREWERY. 

ten board lists beers 
from six Vermont brew- 

IT’S FLAT, DARK 

eries, including VP&B 
and Rock Art Brewery. 

AND POWERFUL, 

Widi so little time and so 
many unfamiliar foreign 

ALMOST LIKE 

beers to try, I don't linger 
long to sample local 

ROURRON. 


favorites. 

Not surprisingly, 
the food stalls at Mondial are all about 
die beer, too. I savor a gamey kangaroo 
sausage from Experience Kangourou 
less for its inherent flavors than for 
its ability to coax out the fruity notes 
of a Saison Tradition from Quebec’s 
Brasseurs du Monde - which won its 
brewer, Dominic Charbonnenu, a gold 
medal. Charbonneau is a wunderkind 
who began picking up awards almost a 


another honor earlier that morning he 
said, “I have beer in my blood.” 

1 steal a sip of Rogue Ales’ Hazelnut 


guys linger dreamily over their pints a 
the bar draped in black fabric. 

The pub’s platinum-medal-winning 
Scotch ale, Equinoxedu Printemps, isn’t 


rooms, which he adds at the end of the 
boil. “We love morels, and I wanted to 
just bring that taste into beer,” Osdguy says. 
A dark beer has die body to support the 
morel notes, he adds. Its flavor resides 
somewhere between stout and forest 


ays Mondial is a “perfect 
try beers from other prov- 
and countries, many of which 
can be hard to get in 
Quebec. “Many of these 
are beers we don't have 
access to,” he says. “The 
liquor board is run by 
bureaucrats.” 

Like almost every- 
one else, Osdguy cites 
Noonan as an inspira- 
tion when he launched 
Dieu du Ciel! - one of 
the first microbreweries 
in Quebec. “Greg is very 
dear to our hearts,” he 


Hopfenstark’s Fred 
Cormier also credits 
Noonan, not only as 
the inspiration for his 
award-winning beer but 
for trying new styles. 
“He was the guy who 
created the black IPA," 
says Cormier. “Greg is 
still a big part of the beer industry.” 

As for his own approach, Cormier 
says it can be both languorous — “1 take 
my time and let the beer say when it is 
ready” — and uncannily anticipatory of 
coming trends. “I’ve always done styles 
of beer that others aren’t doing, like 
saisons. I’m not making beer for money,” 
he adds. “I’m making beer for myself." 

What’s next for Cormier? “Low- 


in as he began brewing. Acceptingyet gravity beers,” he says without hesita- 


i, referring to beer with low alcohol 
content 

Greg however, is no such beer; a 


Brown Nectar (another gold medalist) percent alcohol, it's robust and ci 
from Polewacyk, then head to the mi- like. I take only a sip or two before gath- 
crobrasserie Dieu du Ciel!, where a few ering my things to leave. Driving home. 


already counting die days until 
Quebec’s great outdoor beer festival. 
La Fete Bieres et Saveurs in Chambly, 
coming up in September. ® 


WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
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The Burlington Code Enforcement office will hold a 
public meeting on Tuesday, June 19, 2012 at 5 p.m. 
in the main conference room at 645 Pine Street. 

The public meeting will be to discuss the proposed adoption of equivalency 
protocols for the Burlington Minimum Housing Code related to smoke detector/ 
CO requirements in mixed use properties and 3rd floor egress requirements. 







JUN.14 & 15 1 DANCE 

The Bare Truth 



(revisited) were performed 
in seedy nightclubs, one can 
imagine taglines toudng “Live 
nude men!" The experimental 
New York City choreographer's 
bold work does inspire a good 
bit of ogling — a pair of male 
dancers crouch, crawl and 
hoist each other around in 
nothing but their birthday 
suits — but this striking, 
avant-garde dance has brains 
and brawn. Juxtaposing 
clothed females with stark- 
naked males, this piece 
of opposites challenges 

human body from the standpoint of both owners 
and voyeurs - and dares them not to look away. 


JOHN JASPERSE COMPANY 

Thursday. June 14. through Friday. June IS. 7:30 p.m., at FlynnSpace in Burlington. 
$21-25; not recommended for children. Info. 863-5966. flynntix.org 


JUN.15 17 1 RS 8 FESTIVALS 

Up, Up and Away 

It’s a bird... It’s a plane... No. it's the 33rd annual Quechee Hot Air Balloon 
Craft and Music Festival. Twenty massive orbs defy gravity at tills sky-high 
basil, and festivalgoers can ensure a view from the top by purchasing a spot in 
the basket (There are tethered rides for the timid, too.) Don’t care to go up? 
Activities on the ground will lift 
your spiritsjust the same - there’s 
nonstop music, physical comedy, 
disc-catching dogs, a beer and 
wine garden, and a craft fair 
featuring more than 60 vendors. 

Friday evening's Balloon Glow 
guarantees a bright start. 

QUECHEE HOT AIR 
BALLOON CRAFT 
& MUSIC FESTIVAL 
Friday, June 15. 3 p.m.: Saturday, 

June 16. and Sunday, June 17. 

8:30 a.m., at the Quechee Inn at 
Marshland Farm. $5-12 general 
admission (free for kids under 
6): $230 balloon ride; $15-20 
tethered balloon ride. Info. 295- 
7900. quecheeballoonfestival.com 



Here Comes the Sun 



JUN.15 1 


JUG 17 1 


M ichael Franti is like a 

harbinger of the season - 
wherever he goes, summer 
follows. While the musician's been 
known to dabble in everything from 
punk to rap to hip-hop, the songs on his 
latest album — aptly named The Sound 
of Sunshine — are buoyant and spiritually 
affirming. As American Songwriter put it, 
"He hones his upbeat reggae- tinged jam- 
band songs to a particularly gleaming 
state, making peers like Jack Johnson and 
Xavier Rudd seem like mopey goths in 
comparison.” So “Say Hey (I Love You)” 
when he sets up stage at the Champlain 
Valley Expo with his band Spearhead in 
tow. Saints of Valory open. 


Here Today, Gone Tomorrow 

History is on parade at the annual Vermont History Expo — and 
no figure of speech. Each day at 1 pm., a fife -and- drum corps leads 
an old-fashioned procession of military reenactors, roving 
entertainers and farm animals through the fairgrounds, which 
resembles a scene straight out of the 19th century. Focused on 
Vermont during the Civil War era, this country fair feels like a 
walk back in time, where oxen plow nearby fields, soldiers set up 
camp and children play on wooden stilts. So turn back the clock 
and show up for the good old days of yore — you don’t get many 
chances to relive the past 


| 
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calendar 


Craniosacral Therapy. Burlington, 6:30-8 p.m. 
Free. Info. S 78-9451 

MARNA'S WEEKLY GUIDED MEDITATION: 

Universal energies help seekers or enlight- 
enment find peace bliss and joy. Rainbow 

238-7908. 

VACCINES: SAFE ft EFFECTIVE? PART 2: 

Classical homeopath Charlotte Gil ruth shares 
the rarely publicized risks of vaccines, along 
with alternative ways to build immunity, after 
a screening of Shoot ‘Em Up: The Truth About 

5:30-7:30 p.m!s5-7: preregister. 'info. 223*8004. 
ext. 202. info@hungermountain.coop. 


kids 


CHESS CLUB: King defenders practice castling 
and vanous opening gambits with volunteer 
Robert Nichols. Kellogg-Hubbard Library. 


CHI LDREN'S SUMMER MUSIC SERIES: 

Burlington duo Robert & Gigi inspire sing- 
alongs suitable for youngsters. Center Court 
ill. South Burlington 10:30-11:15 


mouthful of snacks. Montgomery Town Library, 
930-10:30 a.m Free. Info. S27-S426. 

PAJAMA STORY TIME: Evening tales sendkid- 
dos off to bed. Berkshire Elementary School. 6-7 
p.m. Free, Info. 527-5426. 


language 

ITALIAN CONVERSATION GROUP: Par la 

ftafiano? A native speaker leads a language 
practice for all ages and abilities. Room 101. St 
Edmund's Hall, St Michaers College. Colchester. 
7-9 p.m. Free. Info. 899-3869. 


§ 


music 

GREEN MOUNTAIN OPERA FESTIVAL 
BROADWAY PI CNIC Broadway show tunes and 

Barn Farm. Waitsfield. 6 p.m. SIS: free for kids 
under 13. Info. 496-7722. 

VALLEY NIGHT: Joe Redding graces the lounge 
with folk-country. Big Picture Theater & Cafe, 
Waitsfield. 730 p.m. SS suggested donation 


outdoors 

SUMMER SOLSTICE HERB WALK: Anne Reed 
guides an evening walk along nature trails, 
pointing out edible plants along the way. 
Jaquith Public Library. Marshfield.7 p.m. Free. 
lnfo.426-3581.jaquithpubliclibrary@gmail.com. 

seminars 

COMMUNITY HERB CLASS: Gardens of Seven 
Gables' Joann Darling shares simple hair-care 
recipes for luxuriously healthy locks. Vermont 
Center for Integrative Herbalism, Montpelier. 
6-8 p.m. SI 0-12: additional S6 materials fee: 
preregister. Info. 224-7100. info@vtherbcenter. 
wg 

SPEND SMART: Those who struggle to 
save learn savvy skillsformanaging mon- 
ey. Champlain Valley Office of Economic 
Opportunity. Burlington 6-8 p.m. Free. Info. 
860-1417, ext, 114. 


sport 

MOUNTAIN Bl KE RIDE: Onion River Sports staff 

Z tion: call ahead for details. Orton River Sports. 
J Montpelier. 5 p.m. Free: riders under 15 must be 

Jjj accompanied byanadult; riders under 18 need 


Info. 229-9409. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS: 

Fast riders vie for bragging rights in town-line 
sprints. Onion River Sports. Montpelier, 5:30 
p.m. Free: riders under IS must beaccompa- 



sheds light on the burning passion that would 
later bnng us the iMac, the iPod, the iPhone and 
the iPad. Catamount Arts Center, St Johnsbury. 
7 p.m. $5-7. info. 748-2600. 

food & drink 

BEATING THE SUGAR BLUES: Got a Sweet 


talks 

SIENNA CRAIG: Recounting years spent living 
in Nepal, the anlhropologistspeaksonXorses 
Like Lightning: A Story of Passage Through the 
Himalayas.’ Rutland Free Library. 7p.m. Free, 
info. 773-1860. 

theater 

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA SUMMER 
ENCORE: Anna Netrebko stars as a queen 
driven mad in a broadcast of Donizetti's Anna 
Bo/ena. Catamount Arts Center. St Johnsbury. 


words 

JEREMY BEN-AMI: The president and founder 
of J Street a pro- Israel advocacy group, dis- 
cusses his book A New Voice for Israel: Fighting 
for the Survival of the Jewish Nation. Ohavi 
Zedek Synagogue. Burlington. 7:30 p.m. Free. 
Info. 864-0218. 

READINGS INTHE GALLERY: Nationally 
recognized poets Sara London and Joan 
Aleshire voice their literary expressions before 
a reception and book signing. St. Johnsbury 
Athenaeum. 7p.m. Free. Info. 748-8291. 


THU. 14 

dance 

JOHN JASPERSE COMPANY: In Fort Blossom 
(revisited), a New York choreographer explores 
dramatic juxtapositions of the human body. 

FlynnSpace Burlington.7:30 p.m. S21-25: not 


ers and sugars for healthier living. Hunger 
Mountain Co-op. Montpelier, 5:30-7 p.m. S10-12: 
preregister, Info. 223-8004. ext 202. Info® 
hungermountaincoop. 

FLETCHER ALLEN FARMERS MARKET: Locally 
sourced meats, vegetables, bakery items, 
breads and maple syrup give hospital employ- 

McClure Entrance Fletcher Allen Health Care. 
Burlington. 2:30-5:30 p.m. Free, mro, 847-0797. 
tanya.mcdonald@vtmednet.org. 

HINESBURG LIONS FARMERS MARKET: 
Growers sel I bunched greens, herbs and fruit 
among vendors of fresh-baked pies^honey- ^ 

Church of Hinesburg 3-630 p.m. Free. Info, 
482-3904 or 482-2651. 


JERICHO FARMERS MARKET: Passersby graze 
through locally grown veggies, pasture-raised 
meats, area wines and handmade crafts. Mills 
Riverside Park. Jericho. 3-6:30 p.m Free. Info. 
jerichofarmersmarket@gmail.com. 

NEW NORTH END FARMERS MARKET: Eaters 
stroll through an array of offerings, from 
sweet treats to farm -grown goods. Elks Lodge, 
Burrmgton. 3-6:30 p.m. Free. Info. 658-8072. 
newnorthendmarket@hotmail.com. 

PEACHAM FARMERS MARKET Seasonal berries 


baked goods from the village. Academy Green. 


WATERBURY FARMERS MARKET: Cultivators 
and their customers swap veggie tales and ed- 
ible inspirations at a weekly outdoor emporium. 
Rusty Parker Memorial Park. Walerbury. 3-7 
p.m. Free. Info. 522-5965. info@waterburyfarm- 


etc. 

FEMININE SPIRIT OF THE LIVING EARTH: A 

womens learning group embarks on a meta- 
physical exploration through meditation and 


games 

CHESS GROUP: Novice and expert players com- 
pete against real humans, notcomputers. Faith 
United Methodist Church. South Burlington. 
7:30 p.m. S2, Info, 324-1143. 

health &fittiess 



STEVE JOBS: THE LOST INTERVIEW Paul Sens KIDS IN THE KITCHEN: Forget Hot Pockets. Kids 
2011 documentary presents Robert X. Cringel/s stuff homemade calzones with cheese, herbs. 


and Cafe, South Burlington. 330-4:30 p.m. S20 
per adult/child pair: preregister. Info. 863-2569. 

MUSIC WITH RAPHAEL: Preschoolers up to age 

5 bust out song and dance moves to tradi- 
tional and onginaljolk must Dorothy Ailing^ 

878-4918. 

music 

BURLINGTON CONCERTBAND REHEARSAL 

Community players practice pop. light classical 
and Broadway favorites for the summer season. 
Music Room, Winooski High School. 7-9 p.m. 

CITY HALL PARK LUNCHTIME PERFORMANCES 

originals and inventive takes on American clas- 
sics by the fountain. Burlington City Hall Park. 
noon-1 p.m. Free. Info. 865-7166. 

GREEN MOUNTAIN OPERA FESTIVAL MASTER 

OPEN MIC: High school rock band Dionysus per- 
form after an open stage session. Old Lantern, 
Charlotte 6 p. m. Cash bar and a la carte menu: 
nonperishable rood donations accepted for the 
local food shelf. Info. 425-3739. 

SNOW FARM VINEYARD CONCERT SERIES: 
Picnickers take in live classical jazz, swing 
bluegrass and classic rock by the grapevines 
every Thursday evening Snow Farm Vineyard 
South Hero, grounds open 5 p.m.: concert 
6:30-8:30 p.m, Free: cost of food and drink. Info. 
372-9463. 

THAIS: The Opera Company of Middlebury 
presents Massenet's opera of redemption 
and passion. Town Hall Theater, Middlebury. 8 
p.m. Preperformance talk atMemorial Baptist 
Church one hour prior to show. S45-50. Info. 
382-9222. 

VILLAGE HARMONY: College-age singers offer 

from the Balkans and Ukraine, contemporary 
shape- note songs, and Renaissance motets. 
Congregational Church. Norwich. 7:30 p.m S5- 
10 suggested donation, info. 333-3531. 

seminars 

AARP SAFE DRIVER COURSE: Motorvehlcle 
operators ages 50 and up take a quick trip to 

- for a how-to refresher. Heineberg Community 

6 SeniorCenter. Burlington, 10 a.m. S12-14: 
preregister. Info. 863-3982. 

KEYS TO CREDIT: A class clears up the confus- 
ing world ofcredlt. Champlain Valley Office of 
Economic Opportunity. Burlington. 10 a.m.- 
noon. & 6-8 p.m. Free. Info, 860-1417. exL 114. 
MASTER YOUR CREDIT RATING: Folks leam 

affect job. loan or apartment searches New 
England Federal Credit Union, Williston. 5:30-7 
p.m. Free. Info. 879-8790. 

sport 

THURSDAY NIGHT NATIONALS: Bikers set the 
pace for a weekly ride along ever-changing 

p.m. Free: riders underlS must be accompa- 
nied by an adult; riders under 18 need signed 
parental permission: helmets required. Info. 
229-9409. 

talks 

COURAGEOUS CONVERSATIONS: Panelists 


ranging implications of poverty, including how 
it relates to the Northeast Kingdom. Catamount 
Arts Center. St. Johnsbury. 6 p.m, Free. Info. 
748-2600. 



■■ LISTYOUREVENTFORFREEATSEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT = 


theater 

I LOVE YOU. YOU'RE PERFECT. NOW CHANGE*: 

Lost Nation Theater's cast of four portrays the 
many stages of love In an energetic musical 
comedy. Montpelier City Hall Auditorlum,7 p.m. 
S10-30. info. 229-0492. 

words 

AN EVENING OF LETTERS WITH MARK UTTER: 

Seven Days columnist Jemigan Pontiac reads 
a heartfelt story before Litter - a Vermonter 
with autism - types his thoughts on the read- 
ing via facilitated communication. Proceeds 

the Dramatic Arts. Burlington. 7 p.m. S20. Info. 
655-4606. 

BOOK DISCUSSION SERIES: EARTH TONES: 

Thomas Berr/s The Great Worn explores how to 
liveinharmony with nature. Fairfax Community 
Library. 6:30 p.m. Free Info. 849-2420, 

OPEN STAGE/POETRY NIGHT: Readers, writers, 
singers and ranters pipe up in a construc- 
tive and positive environment ROTA Gallery. 
Plattsburgh. N.Y.. 730 pm. Free. Info. 518-314- 
9872. rotagallery@gmail.com. 

SARAH HEALY: The Williston author of Can 
/ Get an Amen? reads from her debut novel. 
Listeners get free Ben & Jerry's ice cream. 
Phoenix Books Burlington.7 p.m. Free. Info. 


film 

MOONSTRUCK': Cher stars asa widow about 
to remarry who realizes she harbors affec- 
tion for her would-be groom's younger brother 
( Nicholas Cage) in Nornian JewisonS 1987 

'WRETCHES & JABBERERS': Gerardine 
WurzburgS 2011 documentary follows Tracy 
Thresher and Larry Bissonnette. two autistic 
men trying to change attitudes about disability. 
They participate in a post screening Q&A. 
ParamountTheatre. Rutland, 6:30 p.m. S6-10. 
Info. 775-0903. 


food & drink 


BELLOWS FALLS FARMERS MARKET: Music 
enlivens a fresh-food marketplace with pro- 
duce. meats, crafts and ever-changing weekly 
workshops. Waypoint Center. Bellows Falls. 4-7 
p.m. Free. Info, 463-2018. 

CHELSEA FARMERS MARKET: A long-standing 


>e. vegetables and fine 


Common, Chelsea, 3-6 p.m. Free. Info, 685- 
9987.chelseacommunitymarket@gmail.com. 
DINNER HONORING SEN. PATRICK & 
MARCELLE LEAHY The signature event of the 
Vermont Council of World Affairs'60th-anniver- 


FRI.15 

dance 

BALLROOM LESSON ft DANCE SOCIAL: Singles 

a twirl. Jazzercize Studio. Wilkston. lesson. 
7-8pm:open dancing 8-10 p.m. $14. Info, 
862-2269. 

JOHN JASPERSE COMPANY: See THU, 14, 7:30 
pm 

environment 

CO-OP SOLAR INFO BOOTH: See WED.13. part of 

Essex Junction. 3:30-730 p.m. 

etc. 

INTERVALE CENTER TOURS: Walkers wise 
up on the rich agricultural history that made 
toda/s thriving community foods system 
possible. Intervale Center. Burlington. 10-11 
am. Free: preregister. Info. 660-0440. ext. 113. 
jarred@intervale.org. 


Vermont and around the globe, Elley-Long 
Music Center, SL Michaers College. Colchester, 
reception 6 p.m.: dinner. 7p.m. $100: preregis- 
ter. Info. 861-2343. 


FIVE CORNERS FARMERS MARKET: From natu- 



ket@gmail.com. 

HARDWICK FARMERS MARKET: A burgeoning 
culinary community celebrates local ag with 
fresh produce and handcrafted goods. Granite 
Street Hardwick. 3-6:30 p.m. Free. Info. 533- 
2337. hardwickfarmersmarket@gmail.com. 
LUDLOW FARMERS MARKET: Merchants divide 
a wealth of locally farmed products, artisanal 
eats and unique crafts. Okemo Mountain 
School. Ludlow. 4-7 pm Free, Info. 734-3829. 
Ifmkt@tds.net 

LYNDON FARMERS MARKET: More than 20 
vendors proffer a rotation of fresh veggies 




V 

With home loan rates aa low aa 
3.25% (3.25% APR), it s a great time 
to buy! Contact Vermont Housing Finance 
Agency and ask for your free Ilomeownership 
Packet. We’ll help you get started. 

Call 1 .800.339.5866 or visit www.vhfa.org 

Rates subject to change. Eligibility requirements and restrictions apply. 


Opening doors to home ownership since 1 974. 


'Were here to help. 
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health & fitness 


10-71 a.m. Donations accepted Info. 865-0360. 


kids 


DROP-IN STORY TIME: Kids of all ages enjoy 
stories fiom picture books, as wel l as finger 


plays and action rhymes. Brownell Lil 


SPRING MIGRATION BIRD WALK’.Trailblazers 
wander a local birding hot spot, scouting out 
warblers, vireos. thrushes, waterfowl and 
other spring migrants. Sparrow Farm Rd.. East 
Montpelier. 7 a.m. S10: free for North Branch 
Nature Center members: call for meeting loca- 
tion. Info. 229-6206. 



SWANTON PLAYGROUP: Kids and caregivers 
squeeze inquallty time over Imaginative play 
and snacks. Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. 
Swanton. 10-11:30 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 


music 

104.7 FM TH E POINT PR ESENTS BEN & 
JERRY’S CONCERTS ON THE MIDWAY LAWN: 

Michael Franti and Spearhead, with Saints 
of Valory. settle in on the lawn. See calendar 
spotlight Champlain Valley Exposition. Essex 
Junction, gates. 6 p.m,: show 7 p.m. S38-41 : 
free for children 12 and under. Info. 652-0777. 
AFRICAN DJEMBE LESSONS: Beat keep- 
ers practice djembe and doundoun rhythms 

Burlington. 7:30 p.m. SIS. Info. 377-9721. chim- 
iebandagmail.com. 

JACKSON GORE OUTDOOR MUSIC SERIES: The 

Adam Ezra Group turn the lawn into an outdoor 
concert venue. Grill goodies or full-service 


sport 

THE 2012 DEATH RACE: An insane endurance 
race challenges even the most adventuresome 
with 24 to 48 hours of mud runs and physical 
obstacles. Amee Farm, Pittsfield, noon. Various 
prices. Info. 989-3982. 

talks 

BROWN BAG SERIES: Amanda Hanaway- 
Corrente of the Transportatio n Research Center 
hosts a panel discussion about "Vermont’s 
infrastructure Report Card." Decision Theater. 
Farrell Hall, UVM, Budmgton noon-1 p.m. Free 
Info. 656-3946. 

theater 

I LOVE YOU. YOU’RE PERFECT. NOW CHANGE: 

SeeTHU.14.Bp.ra 

words 

MEET THE AUTHORS Gretchen Gross and 

Burlington 7-8 p.m. Free. Info. 864-8001. 


SAT.16 





FIND FUTURE DATES + UPDATES AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/EVENTS 


SATURDAY ART SAMPLER: Doodle like a pro 

drawing. Davis Studio Gallery, Burlington, 10 
a.m.-noon. S24. Info. 425-2700. 

bazaars 

REALLY, REALLY FREE MARKET. Community 
members provide an alternative to commercial- 
ized shopping at a swap of clothing food, books. 


CAPITAL CITY CONTRA DANCE: Folks in SOft- 
soled shoes practice their stepping to calling 
by Ed Hall and tunes by Atlantic Crossing. 
Capital City Grange, Montpelier. B p.m. $8. Info. 
744-6163. 

envi ronmen t 

ROZALIA PROJECT MARINE DEBRIS CLEAN- 
UP: Volunteers pull on theirgloves, pick up 


QUECHEE HOTAIR BALLOON CRAFT ft MUSIC 

FESTIVAL: See FRI.15. 8:30 a.m. 

THE FRENDLY GATHERING: See THU.14. 11 a.m. 
VERMONT HISTORY EXPO: Crafters, reenac- 
lors and preservationists pin town historical 

Fairgrounds, 10 a.m. -5 p.m. S5-10, good for both 

visitors in period dress: S20 family pass. Info 
479-8500. 


THE STRONG 


Albans. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. Info. 373-5821. 
NORWICH FARMERS MARKET: Neighbors 
discover fruits, veggies and other riches of the 


RUTLAND COUNTY FARMERS MARKET: 

Downtown strollers find high-quality fruits ar 
veggies, mushrooms, fresh-cut flowers, sweet 
baked goods. and artisan crafts wilhinarms' 
reach. Depot Park. Rutland. 9 a.m. -2 
p.m. Free. Info. 773-4813. 
SHELBURNE FARMERS 


trash and collect 


latest kbatic 




food & drink ^ 

BREW-GRASS FESTIVAL 

More than 20 regional 

tap their 


sourdough rye 
accompany 
politically fueled 
performances. Bread ar 
Puppet Theater, Glover. 
p.m. Donations accepted. Info. "‘ Su *r6t BG 
525-3031. 

BRIST0LS250TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION: Two and a half weeks or special 
events ffite the town knownasTheGateway 
to the Green Mountains. - See bristolvt250.com 
for schedule. Various locations, Bristol, 11 a.m.-4 


nd the Gulch offer buzzing 
bluegrass-inspired sounds. 
Lincoln Peak Village, 
Sugarbush Resort. Warren. 
3-8 p.m. S25-3S Includes 
10 sample tickets: for ages 


Info. BOO-53- SUGAR 
BRISTOL FARMERS 
MARKET: Weekly music 
and kids activities add to the 
ires of local food and 


EX SUMMER Ml 


1C JAM & BARBECUE: 


10 a.m.-l p.m. Free. Info. 453-6796. 

BURLINGTON FARMERS MARKET: More than 
90 stands overflow with seasonal produce, 
flowers, artisan wares and prepared foods. 
Burlington City Hall Park. 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. 
Info, 310-5172. info@burlingtonfarmersmarkeL 

CAPITAL CITY FARMERS MARKET: Fresh 


benefiting CampTa-Kum-Ta. Bringa side dish, 
dessert or snack to share The Barn at Lang 
Farm. Essex Junction. 5-10 p.m. 520: cash bar. 
Info. 316-2180. 

KITE FLIERS MEETING: Common interests soar 

peers. Presto Music Store. South Burlington 11 
a.m. Free. Info. 658-0030. 

LOIS MCCLURE - 1812 TOUR: COMMEMORATING 
THE WAR, CELEBRATING THE PEACE : See 

THU.14, St. Albans Bay Park. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

PRESERVATION BURLINGTON HISTORIC 
WALKING TOUR: Walkers and gawkers see 
the Queen Dty through an a 


City Hall, Church Street Marketplace, 11 
suggested donation. Info. 522-82S9. 

WILD HORSE ft BURRO ADOPTION: See FF 


jrlington 


Cafe, Burlington. 10 a.m.-noon. Free. Info, 
860-833-1242. 


market@sbpavt.org, 

WAITSFIELD FARMERS 
MARKET: Local entertain- 


health & fitness 

ONENESS MEDITATION: Spiritual energies are 


RELAX a DE-STRESS WITH FOOD ft MASSAGE: 

Greenheart Massage's Sarah Shapiro and 
Harmonized CookeryS Usa Mase reveal the 
links between the nervous and digestive 


throughout the growing season. Live music and 
demos accent each week's offerings. 60 State 
Street Montpelier, 9 a.m.-l p.m, Free. Info. 223- 
2958. managenSmontpellerfarmersmarket. 

CHAMPLAIN ISLANDS FARMERS MARKET 

Baked items, preserves, meats and eggs sustain 
shoppers in search of local goods, SL Joseph 
Church Hall. Grand Isle. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. Info. 
372-3291. 


ext. 202 info@hungerm 

kids 


Harwood Union High School, South Duxbury. 1 

p.m. S8. Info. scott@greenmountainperformin- 

garts.org. 

STORY WALK Bookworms read a story along 
a trail to Lone Tree Hill. Shelburne Farms. 9 


music 

BEN ft JERRY'S CONCERTS ON THE MIDWAY 
LAWN: California alt-rock band Cake settle In on 
the lawn. Champlain Valley Exposition. Essex 
Junction, gates. 7 p.m.: show. 8 p.m. S46-49: 
free for children 12 and under. Info. 652-0777. 
JACK QUARTET: New Music on the Points 
quartet-in-residence performs a program of 
21st-century chamber music with additional 
faculty membeis. UVM Recital Hall. Burlington. 
2 p.m. SiO suggested donation: free for stu- 
dents. Info. 247-8467. 


NORTHERN ADIRONDACK VC 


1L ENSEMBLE: 


including food and brews, old-time ga 
craft fair. Various locations. Bristol, 11 
pm. Free. Info. 388-7951. 


local, seasonal produce, garden plants, canned 


Plattsburgh. N.Y,.7:30 p.m. SIO suggested 
donation Info. 518-293-7613. 

RATTLING BROOK BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL: 
Legendary bluegrass musicians such as Jimmy 
Gaudreau and Moondi Klein headline this out- 
door family festival in its 29th year. Ball Field. 
Belvidere. 11 a.m.-8 p.m. S15: free for kids under 
12. Info. 644-2498, ratdingbrookbl uegrass@ 

SCRAG MOUNTAIN MUSIC: THE MADRIGAL 
PROJECT: See FRI.15. Unitarian Church, 
Montpelier. 

THAIS': See THU.14. 8 p.m. 

outdoors 

GUIDED HIKE: People and their pups power 

Hesser. Stowe Mountain Lodge. 11 a.m.-12:30 
pm. Free. Info. 800-253-4754. 


sem i nars 

AARP SAFE DRIVER COURSE See THU.14. 

OPEN MEDIA WORKSHOP Pmfessional or nov- 
ice film editors learn about various programs for 
mixing and enhancing all of their video assets 
into a single project. VCAM Studio. Burlington. 
2-4 p.m. Free. Info, 651-9692 
VCAM ACCESS ORIENTATION: Video-production 
hounds get an overview of the facilities, policies 

am Free. Info. 651-9692 ^ 


sport 

INTRODUCTORY BICYCLE RIDE FOR NEW 
RIDERS: Cydists-in-training set a leisurely 
pace after learning the rules of the road. Dorset 

required. Info. 399^2352. 

RUN FOR EMPOWERMENT Legs make long 
strides at the annual 10K run. 5K walk/run and 
IK fun run supporting Women Helping Battered 
Womea Waterfront Park Burlington. 9 a.m. 


theater 

I LOVE YOU. YOU'RE PERFECT. NOW CHANGE': 

See THU. 14.8 p.m, 

THE SOLO WORKSHOP: MAGNETIC 
PERSONALITIES: Five musician/composers 
stretch the boundaries of performance in works 
of live music incorporating storytelli ng. pup- 

Burlington. 8 p.m. 514-18. Info. 863-5966. 

words 

ALISON BECHDEL: The author of Are You My 
Mother ? excerpts and discusses passages of the 

Gallery. Flynn Center. Burlington. 6 pm. Free. 
Info. 863-5966. 


SUN. 17 

community 

TROPICAL STORM IRENE SUPPORT GROUP: 

Residents build community while sharing sto- 
ries. learning coping methods and supporting 
neighbors. Berlin Elementary School. 5:30 p.m. 
Free. Info, 279-8246. 

dance 

CONTACT IMPROV CLASS ft JAM: Points of 
physical contact are the starting line for spur- 
of-the-moment movements. Contemporary 
Dance ft Fitness Studio. Montpelier. 10 


calendar 


a.m.-noon. S5-10: S3-5 for 11 a.m. jam only. info. 
318-3927. 

etc. 

LOIS MCCLURE' 1812 TOUR: COMMEMORATING 
THE WAR. CELEBRATING THE PEACE: See 

SAT.16. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

VERMONT INVITATIONAL LUMBERJACK 
COMPETITION: Wood stands no chance in 
log-rolling, ax-throwing. chopping and chain- 
saw competitions. Burke Mountain Ski Resort 
11 a.m. S5; free for kids 8 and under. Info. 
626-7300. 

fairs & festivals 

OUECHEE HOT AIR BALLOON CRAFT & MUSIC 
FESTIVAL: See FRI.15. 8:30 am, 

VERMONT HISTORY EXPO: See SAT.16. 10 am -5 


§ 


S3 

9 

8 


food & drink 
CHICKEN BARBECUE: Fire up the grill! The 
lunch crowd devours charred eats in support 
of the town's fire station. Lincoln VolunteerFire 
Department noon. SS-10. Info. 349-9142. 


FLOATING BRIDGE FOOD & FARMS 
COOPERATIVE'S MARKET DAY: The co-op's first 



Free. Info. 276-0787. 

ICE CREAM SUNDAYS: Who needs the ice cream 
man? Visitors chum their own flavors while 
learning about the scientific and historic as- 
pects of the tradition. Billings Farm & Museum. 
Woodstock. 11:30 a.m.-4p.m. Regular admission 

STOWE FARMERS MARKET: Preserves, produce 
and other provender attract fans of local food. 
Red Barn Shops Field. Stowe. 10:30 am -3 p.m, 
Free. Info, 472-8027 or 498-4734, info®slowevt- 
farmersmarket.com. 

THE PENNYWISE PANTRY: On a tourorthe 

keeping the kitchen stocked with affordable, 
nutritious eats. Dty Market Burlington 10-11 
a.m. Free. Info. 861-9700. 

WINOOSKI FARMERS MARKET: Area growers 
and bakers offer 'more than justwild leeks' On 
the green. Champlain Mill. Winooski. 10 a.m.-2 


health & fitness 

MEDITATION & SPIRITUAL TOOLS FOR 
INTUITIVE LIVING. SOUL PURPOSE & 
SPIRITUAL HEALING: Practitioners commu- 
nicate with their higher selves through aura, 
chakra and energy activities, Rainbow Institute. 


PREPARATION FOR IMPACT: Cameron Jersey 

ceeds benefit the American Heart Association. 
ROTA Gallery. Plattsburgh. N.Y.. 9 a.m, Donations 
accepted. Info. 518-314-9872, 


Ql-E RCISES: Jeff Cochran hosts a session of 
breathing-in-motion exercises. ROTA Gallery. 


holidays 

COMMUNITY FATHER'S DAY BREAKFAST: Pops 
are the tops at this morning meal sponsored by 


| kids 

5 SUNDAYS FOR FLEDGLINGS: Youngsters go 
i avian crazy In hiking acting writing or explor- 

j Ing activities. Birds of Vermont Museum, 


434-2167. museum®birdsofvermonLorg. 

music 

AN AFTERNOON OF JAZZ: Montreal musicians 
and clarinet at a garden party including ice- 

Center. Isle La Motte. grounds open. 2-6 p.m. : 
concert 3 p.m. S15-25: free for children : bri ng 
a blanket or lawnchair. Info. 928-3364. linda® 
llmpt.org. 

SCRAG MOUNTAIN MUSIC: THE MADRIGAL 
PROJECT: See FRI.15. Town Hall, Warren.8 p.m. 
SU NOAY JAZZ: The Soul of a Man perform 

Music, 7 p.m. $10-18: S25 includes dinner. Info, 
465-4071. 


Blast 
From 
the Past 

Way better than ho-hum 
classroom history, the 
VERMONT HISTORY EXPO 
connects kids to the past 
with hands-on fun. The 
living-history demonstration 
that takes over the Tunbridge 
Fairgrounds Includes a gaming 
area where youngsters can 
try old-fashioned stilt walking cup and ball, and graces, a game played with dowel 
rods and a hoop. 'Clara's Games' are named for a 12-year-old Tinmouth resident 
who lived there more than 100 years ago. One hundred and fifty exhibits show 
off Vermont history with demonstrations in period costume, genealogical and 
archaeological explorations, heirloom animals, a history quest treasure hunt, and a 
paradeon both Saturday and Sunday. Travel back in time at the Expo and you'll find 
that some things haven't changed — kids love to play, and sticks and balls make for 



VERMONT HISTORY EXPO: Saturday 
and Sunday, June 16 and 17. Tunbridge 
Fairgrounds. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. $20 weekend 
family pass, $10 adult, $5 kid. free for children 
under 5. Info. 479-8500. vermonthistory.org/ 
index.php/history-expo.html 


PARENTS PICK 


CENTRAL VERMONT CYCLING TOUR: Runners 
and riders support the Cross Vermont Trail 
Association's statewide trail projects by travers- 
ing 14. 33or 59 miles on scenic gravel roads, 
Morse Farm Maple Sugarworks. Montpel ier. 9 
a.m.-4p.m $25-45: S75 per family: SSfor buffet 
only: free for kids. Info. 498-0079, ext. 1. 

JAUNT FROM JASPER MINE ROAD: Helmet 
heads choose between a rolling 40-mile ride 
passing through Georgia. Milton and St. Albans 
Bay. or a 60-mile ride continuing to Swanton. 
Jasper Mine Road. Colchester. 9:15 a.m. Free. 
Info, 878-4070. 

theater 

‘I LOVE YOU. YOU'RE PERFECT. NOW CHANGE: 

SeeTHU.!4. 7 p.m. 




@Have you seen our new 
mobile site at kidsvt.com? 

Easily browse and get SjfgSH 
info on nearby events! 



outdoors 

EARLY-MORNING BIRD WALK: A ramble through 

Vermont Museum. Huntington. 7-8:30 a.m, Free, 
Info. 434-2167. museum@blrdsofvermont.org, 

SAPSUCKER SUNDAY BIRDING SERIES: 

thrushes and more in a variety orNortheast 
Kingdom habitats. Northwoods Stewardship 
Center. East Chariest or 7-9 a.m. $10: preregis- 
ter. Info. 723-6551. ext. 115, events@northwood- 
scenter.org. 


MON. 18 

dance 

DANCEFEST: Folks of all ages freestyle dance 
to hip-shaking roof-raising music. No instruc- 
tion and no partner needed. North E nd Studios 
Burlington 7-8:30 p.m. S3. Info. 863-6713. 

etc. 

PUBLIC HEARING: Community members hear 
the proposed amendments to chapter 45 of 
the town's Unified Development Bylaw, which 
governs the calculation, payment and manage- 
ment of transportation impact fees. Meeting 



film 

AMERICAN VIOLET: Nicole Behariestarsasa 
woman wrongly accused of dealing drugs inTim 

St. Johnsbury. 7 p.m. Free. Info. 748-2600. 
health & fitness 
AURA -CLEARING CLINIC: Call to reserve a 
15-minute energy -field-healing session. Golden 
Sun Healing Center. South Burlington 6-7 p.m. 
Free, info, 922-9090. 

AVOID FALLS WITH IMPROVED STABILITY: See 


CHCB WELCOME HOME WEEK CELEBRATION: 

Community members make a commitment 
to their health by attending a grand-opening 
ceremony on Monday, and returning for free 
blood-pressure screenings sunnse yoga, stress- 
reduction workshops tai chi and more through- 

264-8192. acalderara@chcb.org. 

HERBAL CONSULTATIONS Folks explore the art 
of 'green' health care at a personalized, confi- 
dential clinic with faculty and students from the 
Vermont Center for Integrative Herbalism. City 
Market Burlington 4-7 p.m. Free; preregister. 
Info. 861-9700, info@vtherbcenter.org. 

kids 

FACE PAINTING: Kids who sign on for the 
summer-reading program receive a mask of col- 
orful makeup. Fletcher Free Library. Burlington. 



MUSIC WITH RAPHAEL: See THU.14, 10:45 a.m. 


PLAYTIME PLAYGROUP: Children under 6 with 
developmental delays or Down syndrome gath- 
er with peers, as well as visiting specialists from 
a variety of fields. O'Brien Community Center. 
Winooski. 12:30-2:30 p.m. Free. Info, 310-1861. 
SHAKE HANDS WITH THE MAYOR!: Miro 
Weinberger greets summer readers and en- 
courages their literary leanings. Fletcher Free 
Library. Burlington, 11 a.m.-noon. Free. Info. 
865-7216. 

language 

SPANISH LANGUAGE GROUP: Hispanopar/antes 

Aldrich Public Library. Barre. 6-8 p.m. Info. 
476-7550. 

music 

RECORDER-PLAYING GROUP Musicians pro- 
dies. New and potential players welcome. Presto 
Music Store. South Burlington. 7-8:30 p.m. Free. 
Info. 658-0030. info@prestomusic.net. 

SAMB ATUCADA! OPEN REHEARSAL: New 
players are welcome to pitch in as Burlington's 
Afro-Brazil Ian street percussion band sharpens 
its tunes. 8 SpaceStutko Collective. Burlington. 
6-8:30 p.m. Free. Info. 862-5017. 


THE CHAMPLAIN ECHOES: New singers are 



hearsals. Pines Senior Living Community. Sotth 
Burl ington. 6:15-9:15 p.m. Free. Info, 658-0398. 
VILLAGE HARMONY: See THU.14, United 
Church. Barton. Info. 426-3210. 

sport 

ORS CYCLOCROSS CRUISE: Riders rise and 
descend on a network of dirt roads. Onion River 
Sports. Montpelier. 6 p.m. Free: riders underlS 
must be accompanied by an adult: riders under 





FIND SELECT EVENTS ON TWITTER @7DAYSCALENDAR 


18 need signed parental permission: helmets 
required. Info. 229-940 9. 

SON OF A SWIM: Front crawlers make a splash 
in an Informal two-, four- or six-mile open-water 
swim on Lake Memphremagog. Prouty Beach. 
Newport 9 a.m. SI00: additional S7S for kayak 
support preregister. Info. 334-8511. 

words 

BOOK DISCUSSION SERIES: MAKING SENSE 
OF THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR: America's War. 
Talking About the Civil War and Emancipation 
on Their 150th Anniversaries illuminates a 
pivotal moment in the history of the United 

MARJORIE CADY MEMORIAL WRITERS GROUP: 

Budding wordsmiths improve their craft 
through "homework" assignments, creative 
exercises and sharing, llsley Public Library. 
Middlebury, 10 a.m.-noon. Free. Info. 388-2926, 
cpottei935fl>comc ast.net 
SHAP E & SHARE LIFE STORI ES: Prompts trig- 
ger true tales, whichare crafted into compel- 
ling narratives and read aloud. Dorothy Ailing 
Memorial Library. Williston. 12:30-2:30 p.m. 
Free. Info. 878-4918. 


TUE.19 

etc. 

HOW TO APPLY HORSE SENSE TO LEAD 
CHANGE: Certified equine guided educator 
Lucinda Newman explores human leadership 
and social dynamics by identifying parallels In 
horse communication. Horses and Pathfinders 

Info. 223-1903. lucinda@horsesandpathfinders. 


film 

ROMAN HOLIDAY": Audrey Hepburn plays 

newsman | Gregory Peck) going for a scoop 
in William Wyler's charming 1953 romance. 

& 7 p.m Free. Info. 748-2600. ^ 


Partridge Community Library. East Middlebury, 
10:30-11:15 a.m. Free. Info. 388-7588, 

RICHFORD PLAYGROUP: Rug rats let their 
hair down for tales and activities. Cornerstone 
Bridges to Life Community Center. Richford 

service@gmail.com. 

SUMMER STORY HOUR: Kids craft during tale 
time. Dorothy Ailing Memorial Library. Williston. 
11 a.m. Free. Info, 878-4918. 

TRY IT AT THE LIBRARY Kids entering grades 
4 through 6 unleash their dramatic spints by 
playing theater games with props from Town 

10:30-11:30 a.m. Free. Info. 3884097. 


language 

PAUSE-C Af£: French speakers of all levels 
converse en franfals. Panera Bread. Burlington. 
6:30-8 p.m. Free. Info, 864-5088. 


music 

CASTLETON SUMMER CONCERTS: The Win 


: LUNCHTIME PERFORMANCES: 

id Anthony Santor let loose 


polished jazz by the fountain. Buriington City 
Hall Park, noon-1 p.m. Free. Info. 865-7166. 

MILTON COMMUNITY BAND REHEARSALS: 


or join in as the ensemble tunes up for sum- 
mer concerts, Band Room, Milton Elementary 
School. 7-8:45 p.m. Free. Info. 893-1398. 


SONGWRITERS SHOWCASE: Local crooners Karl 



Adamant Community Club. 730 p.m. Donations 
accepted. Info. 456-7054. 

VILLAGE HARMONY See THU.14, Unitarian 
Church Montpelier. Info. 426-3210. 


WATERBURY COMMUNITY BAND: Through 



2137. info@waterburycommunityband.org. 


food & drink 

RUTLAND COUNTY FARMERS MARKET: See 

SAT.16. 3-6 p.m. 

health & fitness 

CHCB WELCOME HOME WEEK CELEBRATION: 

See MON.18. 7-7:45 a.m.,10 a.m. -noon & 5:30-7 


POSTURE FITNESS: Rolfer Robert Rex helps 
folks locate, strengthen and stabilize their core 

and Cafe. South Burlington. 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Free: preregister. Info. 863-2589. ext. 1. 


STEPS TO WELLNESS: Cancer survivors attend 
diverse seminars about nutrition stress man- 
agement acupuncture and more In conjunction 
with a medically based rehabilitation program. 
Fletcher Allen Health Care Cardiology Building 


kids 

FACE PAINTING: See MON.18 10:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m & 1:30-3:30 p.m. 

KIDS IN THE KITCHEN: Batter up! Little line 
cooks prepare whole-wheat waffles from 

maple syrup. Healthy Living Market and Cafe, 
adult/ chi Id pair: preregister. Info. 863-2569, 

PRESCHOOL STORY HOUR & TAKE-HOME 
CRAFT: Tales and hands-on activities help 


seminars 

BUDDHISM IN A NUTSHELL: Amy Miller serves 
up a comprehensive overview of the Tibetan 




exercises, Milarepa Center. Barnet 6:30-830 
p.m. Donations accepted. Info. 633-4136. 
SPEND SMART See WE0.13. 10 a.m.-noon 


sport 

CYCLING 101: Pedal pushers get out of the 



Montpelier. 5:30 p.m. Free: riders under 15 
must be accompanied by an adult: riders under 
18 need signed parental permission: helmets 
required. Info, 229-9409. 

WINOOSKI RIVER SOJOURN: Paddlers take to 



org/sojourn for full schedule and prices, info. 
882-8276. 


talks 

DAVID COATES: The speaker, who serves on 
the Commission on the Design and Funding 
of Retirement and Retiree Health Benefits 
Plans for State Employees and Teachers, 






For information & reservatior 


FOOD CLASSIC 


FRIDAY, JUNE 22 

Kickoff Wine Tasting 
SATURDAY, JUNE 23 

Gala Dinner, Live Auction, 
Artisonal Cheese Tasting, 
and Oyster & Wine Pairing 
SUNDAY, JUNE 24 
Grand Tasting, Seminars 
& Silent Auction 
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BRWiEIRs 


JULY 20 & 21, 2012 

LIMITED TICKETS & INFO: 

WWW.VERMONTBREWERS.COM 

CHARGE BY PHONE: 1 (877)725-8849 
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Stand Lip Showcase 

Saturday. June 23 at 8 pm 

ki&aii stMKH (comcast. SEVEN DAYS 


www.flynncenter.org or call 86-flynn today! — 


ItSt 


SKATALITES 

Friday, June 22 nd 

Higher Ground 






calendar 


discusses Vermont^ S3 billion pension prob- 
lem. University Amphitheatre. Sheraton Hotel 
& Conference Center. South Burlington. 7 p.m. 
Free. Info. 695-1448. 

theater 

NUNSENSE': Saint Michaefe Playhouse sets the 
stage for Dan Gog gin's hilarious and heavenly 
musical in which the nunsmustputona talent 
show to cover funeral funds for dearly departed 
sisters. McCarthy Arts Center. St. Michaels 
College. Colchester. 8 p.m. Call for price. Info. 


words 

BERND HEINRICH: in Life Everlasting, the 
internationally recognized scientist and author 
explores how the animal world deals with 
death. Bear Pond Books. Montpelier. 7 p.m. Free. 
Info. 229-0774. 

JOHN KATZENBACH: The former criminal court 

What Comes Next. Phoenix Books Burlington. 7 
p.m Free. Info, 448-3350. 


WED. 20 

comedy 

IMPRO V Nl GHT: See WED.13. 8-10 p.m. 

community 

COMMUNITY DINNER: Diners get to know 
their neighbors at a low-key. buffet-style meal 
organized by the Winooski Coalition for a Safe 

Winooski, 5:30-7 p.m. Free: children under 16 
must be accompanied by an adult: transporta- 
tion availablefor seniors. Info, 655-4565. 

OPEN ROTA MEETING: See WED.13 8 p.m, 
VILLAGE-BUILDING CONVERGENCE: 

ebrate community through skill-sharing work- 

view vbc-vt.org for schedule. Various locations. 
Montpelier, 7 p.m, Free. 

crufts 

DREAM BIG, READ!' STITCH-IN: Local members 

summer-reading theme. Brownell Library. Essex 
Junction.10 a.m.-noon. Free. Info. 878-6955. 
MAKE STUFF!: See WED. 13. 6-9 p.m. 

etc. 

LADIES NIGHT: Biker chicks - and those who 

Mountain Harley-Davidsort Essex Junction. 6-B 
p.m Free: preregister. Info. 878-4778. 

LISTENING SESSIONS ON HEALTH CARE 
REFORM BENEFITS: See WE0.13. Hartford High 


food & drink 

BARRE FARMERS MARKET: See WED, 13. 3-6:30 

CHAMPLAIN ISLANDS FARMERS MARKET: See 

WED.13. 4-7 p.m, 

WILLISTON FARMERS MARKET. See WED.13. 
4-7 p.m. 

health & fitness 

CHCB WELCOME HOME WEEK CELEBRATION. 

See MON .18. 7 a.m.-noon & 1-4:30 p.m. 


MARNA'S WEEKLY GUIDED MEDITATION: See 

WED.13. 5:30-7 p.m 

kids 

CHESS CLUB: See WED.13, 5:30 p.m. 

CHESS FOR KIDS: Checkmate! Kids entering 
third through eighth grade scheme winning 

3-4 p.m. Free. Info. 878-6955. 

GARDEN STORY TIME: Weather permittirg. 
kids ages 4 and under park themselves in the 
grass for tall tales and tunes, llsley Public 
Library. Middlebury. 10:30-11:15 a.m. Free. Info. 
388-4097. 

PAJAMA STORY TIME: Kids arrive wearing jam- 
mies for bedtime tales. Brownell Library, Essex 
Junction. 6:30-7 pan. Free. Info. 878-6955. 

music 

VALLEY NIGHT: Folk By Association grace the 
lounge with mixed acoustic instrumentation. 
Big Picture Theater & Cate. Waitsfield, 7:30 p.m. 
S5 suggested donation. Info. 496-8994. 
VILLAGE HARMONY See THU.14. Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church. Rutland. Info. 773-1715. 

outdoors 

EDIBLE HERB WALK Annie Reed educates folks 
on which woodland plants are safe to eat ma 

6:30 p.m. Free^nfo. 426-3581, jaquithpubli di- 
bra ry@gmail.com. 


seminars 

HOME-SHARING ORIENTATION: Attendees 


Burlington, noon-1230 p.m. & 5:30-6 p.m. Free: 
preregister. Info. 863-5625. homeffsover.net 
SPEND SMART See WED.13. 6-8 p.m. 


sport 

MOUNTAIN BIKE RIDE: See WED.13. 5 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 

See WED.13, 530 p.m. 

WINOOSKI RIVER SOJOURN: See TUE.19. 9 a.m. 

talks 

HELENE LANG: A living-history presenta- 
ter the World.' sheds I ight on the writer's life. 
442-1052. 
theater 

good PEOPLE': Th e Dorset Theatre Festival 
present's David Lindsay-Abaire’s thoughtful 

Theatre. 8 p.m. S20-45. Info. 867-2223. 
METROPOLITAN OPERA SUMMER ENCORE: 

Juan Diego Flbrez stars in a broadcast of 
Rossini's comic opera Le Comte Dry. Catamount 
Arts Center, St Johnsbury. 6:30 p.m. S12-15. 
Info. 748-2600. 

'NUNSENSE': See TUE.19. 8 p.m. 

THOROUGHLY MODERN MILLIE 1 : Stowe 

she enthusiastically sets out to see the world 
during the rip-roaring '20s. Akeley Memorial 
Building Stowe, 8 p.m. S13-23, Info. 253-3961 . 

words 

POE JAM WITH DUG NAP: Literati take to the 
mic with poetry and spoken- word expressions 
— plus a little music BCA Center. Burlington. 
8-11 p,m. Info. 865-7166.® 
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OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY 


CENTRAL TO YOUR NEW LIFE 


■ 

Ih f 

l JK 

• u. 




DO. FACOG. Ob/Gyn 


RN. Ob Nurse 


“It wasn't bad! It happened so quickly! Dr. 
Knowlton was amazing - he was right here 
making sure I was progressing and it all went 
smoothly. He was great." 

Colton lames Richardson was sound asleep 
when we arrived just hours after his birth on 
June 4. Sweet and peaceful, this little guy weighs 
6lb/lloz and is 20 l/2 inches long. He looks a lot 
like his very attentive dad, lames Richardson, but 
he smiles just like his happy mom, Mandi Bolduc. 
The new family lives in Worcester. CVMC wishes 
them all the best. 


Stevie Balch, 

RN. CUE. IBCLC. 
lactation Consultant 


MD. Pediatrician 

f Central Vermont Medical Center 

Central To Your Well Being / ivww.cvmc.org 
Central Vermont Women s Health - 371-5961. Call 3714613 
to schedule a tour of our Garden Path Birthing Center. 





Single? 

You don't need fancy algorithms 
to find a date. Our 1000+ local 
members are smart and savvy 
Seven Days readers. You already 
have something in common! 


§ 


s 




Create a FREE profile on the web 
at sevendaysvt.com/personals. 

Don't be shy! People who post photos 
and lots of info about themselves 
get the most messages. 



Select the best suitors and reply 
to their messages for FREE. 

Get to know the person over email 
and when you're ready, make a date. 


'f 


^ After you make 

j pvjy your own profile, 

Want * you can start a 

to make conversation with 

the first ar, y Seven Ds / s 

mOVe? single for as little 


SEVEN DAYS 

pERSoNKS 

sevendaysvt.com 



Facts & Forecasts 


End your enslavement to pavement 

Salsa Casseroll-$1095 \ "7 \ J/ Salsa Vaya3 -S1295 

T 


MM 


322 No. Winooski Avc. Burlington | 863-4475 | www.oldspoke 


[CHANNEL3 NEWS] 

WEAT HER team 


/wcaxweath erTeam 


” . ^ uiwncare services 

Receive *200 OFF Landscape Installation' 


Lake Studies: Underwater 
Explorations in Contemporary Art 

On View through July 29 

cXde. 

Maritime 

Museum 

Open Daily 10-5 
(802) 475-2022 

www.lcmm.org ' - * , . ...... „ ...... . 

Chris Cleary • Janet Fredericks • Marilyn Gillis • 
4472 Basin Harbor Rd Catherine Hall • Jane Horner • Kate Pond • 
Vergennes, VT Daniel Lusk • Pierre LaRocque 





classes 


burlington 
city arts 


BCA 


THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS $13. 75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


Call 865-7166 for info 
or register online at 
burlington cifyarts.com. 
Teacher bios are also 
available online. 




art 

ART ft POTTERY IN MIOOLEBURY: 

Location: Mldfllebury Studio 

Middletourv. Info: Middleburv 


building 

TINY-HOUSE RAISING: Cost: 








camps 


SUMMER CAMP FOR YOUNG 
WRITERS AT THE WRITERS' BARN 
W/ EMILY COPELAND: Session I: 







SEVEN DAYS 

beasts.. Vote Todav 

Pet Photo Contes/*-' 

tD BY: 


Visit Seven Days Social Club 
on Facebook to vote! 


Seven Days Social Club 

199 likes - 37 talking about this 2 were here 





y 

VOTE! 

PET PHOTO 

SC-IMANY 

PRIZES, 

p * 1 , J 


CONTEST 

so unueriMB 


2012 Best of the B... Summer Concert ... 


Vote once a day • Deadline: June 20 at 5 p.m. 


1 


Facebooh.com/sevendays.socialclub 









CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.com/CLASSES = 


herbs 







June 22-23rd 
Woodstock Vermont 


WOODSTOCK 

digitalmedia 

t FESTIVAL 



Visitwww.woodstockdigital.com for latest 
program, schedule, and ticket information. 
Most events are free and open to the public 
(online registration is requested) 


UNDER THE TENT 
AT THE FESTIVAL 

The big tent on the Village Green will serve as the hub of the Festival or 
Saturday, with demonstrations, talks, demos, and live art 
Make the tent your first stop to pick up the latest schedule information 
and to join in a range of informal activities throughout the day. 


EXPLORATIONS 


mapping toolAXSMap 


Green Mountain Digital and the 
Vermont Center for Eco-Studles 
a Digital Bird Walk. Learn about 
Audubon Birds app and then use 

Special Appearance by James Cu 
host of Birding Adventures TV 



MICRO SEB; 

A collection of works by digital artists inspired by. Artiltre * Gall * r y 
processing, and interpreting the theme 'micro" 1 2° 6 Rou te 1 2,28 1 


Featuring works by Bike Box. Tim Clark. Ursula Endlicher. 
Rob Fitter man, Adam Harvey, LoVid, Stephanie Rothenberg, 
Luke Mirphy, and Karolina Sobecka. 


Tlie Festivals signature event starts 
at 8 pm at the Brings Farm Museum. 
Featuring short Bits by: Scott Krause. 
Vice President f« Research at the 
New England Aquarium. Barbara 
London, Media Curator at the Museum 
of Modem An. Nick Forrugno, Chief 
Creative Officer and Co-founder at 
Playmatics. Paddy Johnson. Founding 
Editor of Art Fag City. Beer. wine, 
and dessert reception will follow. 


PARTNERS 

SEVEN DAYS @NWPL 


vpr 
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music 


H hen Seven Days 
called These 
United States' 
front man Jesse 
Elliott to get the story on the 
band's new self-titled record, 
we assumed we'd chat about 
the album's themes. Then, 
while we were on the phone, 
Elliott witnessed a minor car 
accident. Weird, right? 

It turned out to be an il- 
lustrative coincidence. The 
alt-country band's fifth album 
is filled with stories about, 
as Elliot puts It. ’people and 
places and all the wacky shit" 
that makes up life in, well, 
these United States. Talk 
about a happy accident. Well, 
for us, anyway. 

Here's our conversation, 
in advance of TUS' upcoming 
show at the Monkey House 
on Wednesday, June 20. 


These United States' Jesse Elliott talks songwriting and accidents 

BY DAN BOLLES 


SEVEN DAYS: How's it going? 

JESSE ELLIOTT: I’m good. 
There’s actually some kind of 
strange cosmic overlap here, 
because I’m driving to go see 
a band that I haven’t seen in 
about 10 years that’s from 
Burlington. Vt. 

SD: No kidding? Which 
band might that be? 

JE: They’re called Phish. Have 
you heard of those guys? 

SD: Believe it or not, I have. 

So are you a Phish head? 

JE: I was a pretty big fan back 
in the day. But I went on a 
different musical path for a long 
time. I give them a lot of credit 
for introducing me to a lot of 
other stuff and turning me in a 
lot of different directions and 
genres. I guess they’re a gateway 
band or something. They also 
just seem to be all about the 
right shit. 

SD: fd agree with that. I 
mean, Mike Gordon drops 
in on this local honky-tonk 
night all the time. It's at a tiny 
little cafe called Radio Bean. 
JE: I’ve been to that place! The 
last time we played the Monkey 
House, someonebroughtus 
there after the show. It was the 
end of die night but die end of 
the night kept on not ending. 

SD: That's a good night. 

JE: It was amazing! 

SD: Let's talk about your 
music. The new record is 


supposedly a concept album. 
So what's the concept? 

JE: The whole idea of a con- 
cept album is funny to me, 
because if you’re making an 
album, it seems like there has 
to be some kind of concept 
behind it. If there's not some 
kind of idea or musical motif 
dial ties everything logedier, 
you might as well just putout a 
singleor an EP. So, to me, it just 
seems natural that that’s what 
the album format is for: an idea 
you want to unfold over die 
course of 12 or 15 songs. 

This album is self-titled, 
and we were originally going to 
call it Maps, which is one of die 
songs. Bu t the whole thing is 
just about people and places and 
all the wacky shit that happens 
in ourlitde American comer 
of the universe. So at a certain 
point. Maps seemed kind of 
redundant as a tide. If it’s just 
about these United States, let's 
just make that the _ Oh, jeez! A 
big truck just hit a litde truck! 
SD: Whoa. Is everyone OK? 

JE: Yeah. It was a slow- 
motion thing, but I was a little 
surprised by it. 

SD: That's an interview 
first for me. 

JE: Me, too. But when you 
spend enough time on the road, 
you’re bound to see some shit. 

SD: And then write about It. 

JE: Exacdy. 

SD: Speaking of the name, 


do you ever run into any 
preconceptions about 
the band because of it? 

JE: All die time. More than 1 
would have guessed. If I had 
known how much time people 
were going to spend thinking 
about our name, I might have 
chosen a different one. Some 
people take it as a patriotic 
thing. Some people take it as an 
unpatriotic tiling. Some people 
think we’re a crazy left-wing 
band. Some people think we're 
a crazy right-wing band. We’re 
probably just acrazy band with 
some kind of wings, but I don’t 
know where they fall. 

SD: You're the primary 
songwriter, but you take a 
lot of input from the rest of 
the band on your lyrics. 

JE: 1 do, mosdy because there 
are so many of them. It's like, if 
you have 15 lads, it's OK if one 
of them gets ran over by the 
combine or something. There 
are 14 others and they’ll all take 
care of each other and maybe 
they’ll learn some valuable 
lesson from the combine 
incident 

SD: Yeah. Stay the fuck 
off the combine. 

JE: Right I guess for me it's 
really crucial to put everything 

also to be detached about it 
There’s no way anyone else 
in the universe could possibly 
care about it as much as you 
do. And diat's OK, in the sense 


that if you can detach yourself 
from it it becomes a healthier 
creative process when you work 
with other people and have 
disagreements. 1 like a good, 
creative, bare-knuckles fight. 

SD: What's your current 
favorite record? 

JE: Ooh. I’ll be honest with 
you. We just found out we're 
going to open for Willie Nelson 
in a couple of weeks. So I'm 

Willie collection and marveling 
at what a crazy, beautiful, 
humorous songwriter he is. 

My grandmother passed away 
a couple of months ago, and I 
was really close to her. I had the 
task of getting her whole music 
collection together. And one 
of the things I found was this 
amazing old vinyl of Stardust. So 
I’ve been listening to that a lot 
for the last couple of weeks. 

SD: I was afraid you were 
going to say his reggae 
record and I was going 
to have to hang up. 

JE: [Laughs] I don't know that 
one, to be honest. I do know 
the new single that he released 
with Snoop Dogg and Kris 
Kristoffersoa It’s called "Roll 
Me Up and Smoke Me When I 
Die.” Do you know that one? 

SD: Holy crap. No. 

JE: You should look it up. Snoop 
doesn't rap. I guess he sort of 
croons. So it's a pretty amazing 
thing to behold. (?) 



GOT MUSIC NEWS? DAN@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


sC und bites 

BY DAN BOLLES 



Post-Bop Mortem 

Well, I'm wiped out — and clearly out of 
jazz puns. Who knew jazz could be so 
exhausting? 

Another Burlington Discover Jazz 
Festival is in the books, and with it go 
fond memories of hazy, late-spring 
evenings spent in various nightspots 
around town, soaking it — and Long 
Trail’s Jazz Fest beer - all in. And I 
gotta say, diis year was tremendous. 
Though lacking an iconic jazz name - 
there was no Ornette Coleman, Sonny 
Rollins or Chick Corea this year — the 
program offered a wide array of music, 
jazz and odierwise. Here are some 
personal highlights. 

trombone shorty was as electrifying 
as advertised. He held the Waterfront 
Tent crowd in the palm of his hand 
all night. His take on rage against the 
machine's "Killing in the Name of" 

— yes, you read that correctly — was 
badass. And his circular-breadiing 
demonstration near the close of his set 
was astonishing. He sustained a single 
note for what seemed like 10 minutes 

— I wasn’t timing — while the band 
vamped behind him, before exploding 
into a fiery “supafunkrock" finale. 

The 11-member sm medium big band. 
led by rob morse and featuring several 
members of hip-pop outfit strength in 
numbers, played what may have been 
my favorite set of the week. Morse's 
compositions were gorgeous, moody 
and complex, making fine use of the six- 
person horn section — which included 
the cornrow-bedecked saxophonist 
bryan mcnamara. Yep. Dude rocked 
cornrows. 

It was fun to catch jimmy cuff at the 
Waterfront Tent on Saturday. Having 
grown up on ska, early reggae and 
rocksteady are near and dear to this 
critic’s heart. At 63, Cliff still knows his 
way around classic island groove and is 
a tremendous vocalist. And, really, you 
can't beat a sunny evening concert on 
the waterfront. 

Just because the 2012 BDJF didn't 
feature many iconic jazz names doesn’t 
mean it was bereft of jazz legends. 
Saxophonist leekonitz. who helped 
deliver miles davis' landmark Birth of the 
Cool and performed with innumerable 


A Twitter for more music news. 
** Dan blogs on Solid State at 

sevend aysvt.com/blogs. 


other jazz giants duringhis 60-year 
career, certainly qualifies. His festival- 
dosing set at the FlynnSpace on 
Saturday, though brief, was a fine cap. 
Konitz and his band were playftil and 
elegant — if a little obtuse at times — 
shifting moods and tones with veteran 
savvy and scrambling my jazz-addled 
brain just enough. 

So congrats once again to the fine 
folks at tiie BDJF. It continues to amaze 
me that a town this size can support 
and embrace a festival of that scale year 
in and year out We're awfully lucky. 
Thanks, guys. 

Homeward Bound 

seny daffe landed in Burlington from 
Guinea five years ago, carrying a visa 
diat allows foreign artists with unique 
skills entrance into the United States. 
Daffe was a member of the local African 
dance troupe jehkulu and taught 
African drumming and workshops 
at schools around the state. He also 
founded wontanara, a local band that 
fused American sounds with West 
African rhythms and included members 
of barika and japhy ryoer. two bands 
with whom he frequently performed. 

In short, Daffe had become something 
of a fixture in Burlington’s increasingly 
diverse world-music community. And 
that, apparently, was a problem. 

In November, Daffe retu med home 
to Guinea to visit family — his children 
still live there. When he tried to reenter 
the U.S., his visa was denied. The State 
Department decided Daffe's ties to 
Burlington had become too strong 
and that he was a risk not to return 


to Guinea. (You read that part about 
his kids still living there, right? Just 
checking. He also owns a house there. 
Seems to me like a guy who intends 
to go home at some point. But maybe 
that’s why I don’t work for Homeland 
Security.) 

As of this writing, Daffe is still in 
immigration limbo. He is planning 
to appeal die decision and hopes to 
return to Vermont. In the meantime, he 
remains in Guinea. 

This Thursday, June 14, his stateside 
music pals, Jeh Kulu and Barika, 
are throwing a fundraiser at Club 
Metronome in Burlington. Fighting the 
man is expensive work, so proceeds 
will go to help offset what may well be 
significant legal costs. 

BiteTorrent 

It's the end of an era at Vermont Public 
Radio: Longtime jazz host george 
thomas announced his retirement on 
air last week. Thomas had been at VPR 
for almost 11 years and was a fountain 
of jazz information. His BDJF previews 
in particular had become required 
listening for yours truly over die years. 
Thanks for a great run, George. 


blue button officially release their debut 
LP, Love Angry, with a show at Radio 
Bean this Friday, June 15. The album 
has technically been out for several 
months, but since not all of the band 
members live in Vermont full time — 

bassist REBEKAH WHITEHURST (CAVE BEES ) 

winters in Austin now — they haven’t 
had a chance to properly christen the 
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CLUB OATES 


WED. 13 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Rewind with DJ Craig 


BREAKWATER CAFfc Dog Cate 


ONE PEPPER GF 


L: Open 


araoke,7p.m.. 

RED SQUARE: DJ Cre8 (hip-hop) 10 p. 

T BONES RESTAURANT AND BAR 

central 

GUSTO'S: Open MIc with John Lac 

THE SKINNY PANCAKE Katie I 

champlain valley 




RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN 0. 


OUVE RIDLEY'S: Karaoke, 6 p.m 

TABU CAF£ & NIGHTCLUB Kara 

Night with Sassy Cntertalnmen 


DOBRA TEA: Robert Resnlk & Frlen 


Band. 9:30 p.m. Free/Ss! 16 

O'BRIEN S IRISH PUB: OJ Dl 

(hip- hop). 9:30 p.m. Free. 


ISE BAKERY: Open MIc. B | 


PIZZERIA & I 


FRI.15 


BREAKWATER CAF6: St 

Boys (rockabilly), G p.m 

CLUB METRONOME: No 


LFE: Friday Night Co 
,8p.m& 10 p.m. S 
esNlghL9p.m..Fre 


The Breakdown Drawing on old-school hip-hop. 

vintage R&B and sweltering New Orleans grooves. T bird and the 
breaks deliver an electric fusion of sounds with salacious swagger. 
The Massachusetts-based nonet’s fan base is growing rapidly from 
coast to coast thanks to the band’s fiery - and often hedonistic - live 
act. Vermont fans get hip to their jive at a show this Tuesday, June 19. 
at Nectar's alongside locals lowell Thompson and dj oisco phantom. 


in tap bars grill Bl 


PARK PLACE TAVERN: Cr 


RED SQUARE BobWagnei 




slnger- 


9:30 p.m. $5. OJ Craig Mitchell (house) 
RUBEN JAMES: DJ CreB (hip-hop). 10:30 
RlRA IRISH PUB: Supersounds OJ (Top 

THE SKMNY PANCAKE: Jeremy Harple 


CHARLIE 0'S: SpitJack(punk),10 p.m 
ESPRESSO BUENO: Extempo (storytel 

GREEN MOUNTAIN TAVERN: DJ Jonny 
(Top40).9p.m.. S2. 

POSITIVE PE 2 The Primate Fiasco 

PURPLE MOON PUB: Sara Grace ( soul) 


champlain valley 

Free. Gua Gua (psychotroplcall. 9 


PARKER PIE I 
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new record, which freakin' rawks, by 
the way. Also on the bill is local art- 
rock royal ty swale. That band has been 
promising a new record since die Bush 
administration, yet still we're waiting. 
I'm happy to report that the wait will 
soon be oven The record drops with a 
release show at the Bean on September 
28, 10 years to the day after die band’s 
debut gig Serendipity. 


The next generation of local comics 
graduates into the real world this week, 
when students from the Spark Arts 
Level 2 standup-comedy class give 
their final dissertations — 10-minute 
routines — at the Up & Comer's Comedy 
Showcase at the Monkey House on 
Monday, June 18. Performers include 

CORI MARNELLOS, BIANCA COSBY. CHAO COSBY. 
REGI B., TIM TR0T0CHAU0. RICKSHAW TOM and 


From year to year, you never really 
know what’s going on with die Vermont 
Reggae Festival. Is it on? Is it off? Is 
it the same tiling as that other reggae 
festival that sorta tried to be the VTRF 
but really wasn't? Am I already high? 

It’s confusing, and this year is no 
exception. In a press release last week, 
festival organizers announced that this 
year’s VRF is happening in Rochester 
... New Hampshire. That’s right, the 
Vermont Reggae Festival is not actually 
happening in Vermont In fact, it’s 
happening closer to Maine than to the 
Green Mountains. Dubbed die Fountain 
of Stars — it’s “presented" by die VTRF 


— the fest will take place on August 17 
and 18 and feature midnite. ioftganja 
plant, ossie DELLB40RE and Vermont's 
own lambsbread. among several other 
acts of regional and national renown. 
And also, it’s in New Hampshire. 


This Saturday, June 16, Barge Canal 
Market on Pine Street is hosting a 
grand reopening party - Jeremy Smith 
and Adele Lawrence bought it from 
previous owner Norbert Ender of 
Speaking Volumes last March — and, 

K> do it up proper, Smith and Lawrence 
have enlisted the aid of ace local party 
planners/EDM collective mushposts. 
Scheduled to appear are songwriters 

TOMMY ALEXANDER, FRANCESCA BLANCHARD 


and greta frost, as well as indie outfit 
hello shark. In between sets, the 
mushposts social club will spin all die 
down-tempo jazz you can handle. Oh, 
and the afternoon shindig is free. 


Last but not least, from the Dept of 
Corrections: Last week’s column blurb 
about tune-yards sax man and VT expat 
noah Bernstein contained a minor goof. 
In it, I wrote that the closest TY would 
be coming to VT would be the Newport 
Folk Festival. I lied. They'll actually be 
in Montreal at La Tulipe on July 31. ® 




Listening In 

I Once again, this week's 
i totally self-indulgent column 

random sampling of what 

| player, eight-track player, etc.. 
, this vreek. 


StoodSpeaks 



Captain Beefheart, 

Bat Chain Puller 
Miles Davis, 

Birth of the Cool 


la 



Burlington Concert Band 
FRCC tUIIDflM COnCCRTI 


fiRUPtRfORmnncc 

Sunday June 17th, 7 PM 
Battery Park Band Shell \ 

mum fOR ALL AGO: 

pop, jazz, light classical, Broadway 

Musicians: Join us forThursday eve rehearsals 


SHOP 

LOCAL 


awl Acuj uou 
Afliu it in... 

SEVEN DAYS 
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GOOD TIMES CAFfc Ray Bqnnevll le 
(blues), 8:30 p.m„ SIS. 

ON THE RISE BAKERY: Can't 
Doe Band (acoustic tock). 8 p.m.. 


northern 

COSMIC BAKERY A CAFt: Substation 


RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN 

Friday Night Frequencies with DJ 
Rekkon (hip-hop), 10 p.m. Free. 

regional 

MONOPOLE: Dynomatlcs (rock), 10 

THERAPY Pulse with DJ Nyce 
(hip-hop). 10 p.m..SS. 




Sp@ll Chek Originally founded so that a group of 
globe-trotting pro-snowboard er pals could get together in one 
place, the Frendiy Gathering Music Festival operates under 
the mantra that "There is no 1 in fronds." The once-intimatc 
party has grown into a full-fledged, grassroots music festival 
featuring 35 acts on four stages, not to mention a whole lotta 
new best buds. This year’s lineup boasts headliners dr. dog. 
oeer tick (pictured), the eeuce brothers, oj z-trip and mason 
Jennings, in addition to a slew of local pals including waylon 
speed, gold town, twiodle and many more. The Frendiy 
Gathering runs from Thursday. June 14, through Saturday, June 
16, at Timber Ridge in Windham. Check out frendlygathering. 
com for more info. 


central 

BAGITOS: Open MIC, 7 p.m. Free. 

northern 
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Grace Potter & 
the Nocturnals, 
The Lion The 


Beast The Beat 

(HOLLYWOOD RECORDS. CD. LP. DIGITAL 
DOWNLOAD) 

Never has a Vermont musician been 
more polarizing than Grace Potter. 

Even Phish, alternately viewed as 
paragons or pariahs depending on your 
predilections for jam bands, have never 
faced quite the hometown backlash that 
comes with pop stardom. Obviously, 
Phish are stars, rock legends. But pop 
stardom is a different beast Particularly 
for GPN, who have long taken aim, 
unapologetically and in no uncertain 
terms at die mainstream. In a state 
such as Vermont, which prizes down- 
home ediics and ardsansliip, Grace 
and Co. present a singular conundrum. 
Critics — including at times, writers 
for this paper - have often maligned 
the band for pandering to commercial 
success. Fans take pride in the fact that 
GPN have stayed close to their Vermont 
roots while making it on a national 
stage. And here's the diing: They're 
both right. 

GPN's new record. The Lion The 
Beast The Beat, will likely prove just 
as divisive. It is a highly stylized and 
sometimes sexualized album that cynics 
will likely bash as evidence of the band 
selling out — whatever that means in 
this age of indie-rock car commercials. 
Potterheads will champion the record 
as the next stage in GPN’s artistic 
evolution, citing the wealth of new, 
hip influences that shake up the band’s 
staid blues-rock formula — such as the 
Arcade Fire-esque tribal crush of the 
title track, and the Beach House-y haze 
that pervades several cuts. Cynics will 
point to diose same hip influences and 
say GPN are regurgitating the work of 


superior bands. Potterheads will tell 
those cynics to fuck off. 

Again, there is truth on both sides. 
The Lion is the band's hippest-sounding 
record to date. That’s in part due to 
the Black Keys’ Dan Auerbach, who 
produced and cowrote three songs for 
the album — and whose music, by the 
way, shows up in more car commercials 
than Jon Hamm. On die flip side, 

GPN’s label, Hollywood Records, is 
a subsidiary of Disney Music Group, 
which is not exactly a pillar of artistic 
integrity — and could well be the root of 
much of the surrounding cynicism. 

In the end, The Lion The Beast The 
Beat will likely propel GPN to new 
heights, cynics be damned. As a vocalist, 
Grace has never sounded stronger. And 
her Nocturnals, particularly guitarist 
Scott Tournet, continue to be a force 
behind her - or at least have die good 
sense to stay the hell out of her way. The 
Lion is a solid mainstream pop record 
and should gamer the band still more 
accolades — and perhaps a commercial 
or two, inevitably generating more 
criticism. And the circle of life 
continues. 

Grace Potter & the Nocturnals 
celebrate the release of The Lion 
The Beast The Beat widi a show at 
the Higher Ground Ballroom this 
Wednesday, June 13. 

DAN BOLLES 

April Patterson 
Clemens, Heart 
in a Golden Cup 

(SELF-RELEASED. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) _ 

Once upon a time, in a land not so far 
away, young lovers met blissfully and 
parted tragically. Or so the story goes on 
April Patterson Clemens’ latest. Heart 
in a Golden Cup. In an album that's 
two-parts Patsy Cline, one-part Beach 
House, Clemens weaves a haunting neo- 
folk tapestry of love, loss and longing. 

When she sings, Clemens channels 
medieval spirits with a rich, earthy tone 
that bends itself ethereally, the way 
water bends an image. Ghosts seem to 
wander through one song to the next 
on the controlled quiver of Clemens’ 
voice. Heart in a Golden Cup sounds as 
if it were recorded in a holy space, an 
ancient forest or medieval cathedral. 
Subtle, echoing vocals cast melodic 
shadows throughout the album. The 
poetry of Clemens’ lyrics and the beauty 
of her voice, accompanied by a simple, 
steady guitar, are at die heart of this 
album. 


Heart is rich with literary allusion 
and romanticism. Clemens’ ballads 
linger in the natural and emotional 
realms, recalling mythology and fable, 
as well as imagery you’d likely find 
in Milton, Bronte, Blake and Keats: a 
lonely nightingale, gods and demons, 
gardens, and forest clearings. Clemens’ 
pastoral verses fit the traditional ballad 
form that dominates diis album. 

“If By Chance These Words Should 
Find You” is one of those ballads — and 
at a meandering six minutes and 56 
seconds, it’s a ballsy album opener. 

The song follows a protagonist as she 
reflects on missing her lover while 
traveling from small mountain towns to 
faraway kingdoms. 

Slow and reflective, “Don’t Take 
Away My Demons or My Angels Will 
Come, Too" nods to the Greek myth of 
Hades and Persephone and Milton’s 
Paradise Lost. In a drawling country 
twang, Clemens delivers an allegory 
about balance. 

Despite her musical meanderings 
to medieval kingdoms, Clemens brings 
it home with “Dusty Town Heroes," 
singing, “Everyone wants a flag / to 
wave away all their pain / a banner to 



march for /so to live not in vain / 1 
have burned every flag / that lias been 
held out to me / And I’ve pledged my 
allegiance / to the truth that has been.” 

The album's most haunting song 
comes last. “Cool Blue Morning" 
resonates with sadness and longing. 

As Clemens sings subdued and solemn 
phrases such as "oh, my love" and 
"never was..." some listeners might 
envision the ghost of Catherine 
lingering near a window she believes is 
Heathcliff's. The album concludes with 
restless uncertainty. 

April Patterson Ckimens plays the 
Radio Bean in Burlington this Sunday, 
June 17. Heart in a Golden Cup is 
available on iTunes. 


<g)GET YOUR MUSIC REVIEWED: 


Ihc Valley Players present the musical: 

Avenue 


Three Weekends: 

6/22-6/24, 6/29-7/1, 7Z6-7/8 
Curtain: 8PM 
(except 2PM on 7/8) 

Valley Players Theater 

4254 Main Street, Waitsfield 
Tickets $18 # Info: ValleyPlayers.com 


HAVE YOU 

RECEIVED THE 
YELLOW FEVER 
VACCINE? 

HELP US DEVELOP A VACCINE 
^ ■ FOR DENGUE FEVER 

CWdl 

TZs&UHf ck 

swy 

a 



A 1 year study with two doses 
of vaccine or placebo 
■ Healthy adults 18-50 
' Screening visit, dosing visits 
and follow up visits 
Up to $2,120 compensation 


For more information and 
scheduling, leave your 
name, phone number, and 
a good time to call back. 


UNIVERSITY 
°/ VERMONT 

Call 656-0013 or 
fax 656-0881 or email 

VaccineTestingCente i@uvm.edu 
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WED. 20 

burlington area 

Mitchell (retro). 10 p.m.. Fret. 


§ BREAKWATER CAFE Jive Attic (funk). 6 




TUE.17 II MAN FOREVER [EXPERIMENTAL! 


Drum Machine on the surface, MAN forever’s drum-centric repetitious drone appears to 
be an exercise in monotony. But these hypnotic, single-stroke drumrolls lull the listener into an anodyne 
calm before bursting and blooming into shifting swells of noise, as fleeting as they are captivating. This 
Sunday. June 17. the band plays the Monkey House in Winooski with support from locals MV & ee and even 
THE DEW IS POROUS. 


MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: Open Ml c 
with Andy Lugo, 10 pm.. Free. 
MONKEY HOUSE AM 8. MSR Presents: 


NECTAR'S: Funkwagon. Gang of Thieves, 
the Treetop Sailors (rock. funk|. 9 p.m.. 



Al lain (singer-songwnterl. 7p.m.. Free. 
Sessions. 9 p.m.. Free Mushpost Social 


7 p.m. Free. DJ Cre8 (hip-hop) 10 p.m,. 

RED SQUARE BLUE ROOM: DJ Mlxx 

(EDM). 11 pm.Free. 

T BONES RESTAURANT AND BAR: Chad 

central 

BAGITOS: Acoustic Blues Jam with the 
Usual Suspects, 6 p.m.. Free 


Champlain valley 

51 MAIN: Blues Jam, B p.m. Free. 

northern 

BEES KNEES: Alan Greenleaf & the 
Doctor (blues). 7:30 p.m.. Donations. 


THE HUB PIZZERIA & PUB: Seth 

MOOG'S: Big John (acoustic). B:30 p.m.. 

regional 

MONOPOLE Open MIc. Bp.m., Free ® 




. Christian 
McBride 
sis en route! 


He’s 
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NORTH FACE STORE 

@KL SPORT • 210 COLLEGE ST 


Cool cat fun In the alley at Red Square 
Fridays at 5;0l. All summer long! 
Prizes every week! 

STARTS THIS FRIDAY, JUNE 15 

with BOB WAGNER 


6/22: CHARLEY ORLANDO 7/20: THE MUMBLES 
6/29: JIMMY RUIN V21: SEVEN DAYS 
7/6: THE MATCHST1CKS BAND MGHT 
7/13: AARON FLWN 8/1 RICK REDWGr0N 
8/W: SARAH BLACKER 


8/17: GIOVANINA BUCCI 
8/24: JOSHUA GLASS 
& AARON FLINN 
SING THE BEATLES 
8/31: KELLY RAVIN 
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Retrospective Reflections 

Carol MacDonald at VCAM/RETN 


art 



stands beside 
a glass countertop awash 
with gem-colored swadis 
of colorful ink. At 59, she is 
tall and slim, widi piercing 
sea-green eyes and cropped, 
silvery hair. As she talks, 
MacDonald wipes two bright 
blots of cobalt-blue ink from 
her arm with a laugh. In the 
lofty confines of her studio, 
hundreds of her artworks 
cover the walls almost edge to 
edge, evidence of her years of 
dedicated work, consummate 
skill and singular vision at die 
prindng press. 

This month, MacDonald's 
40-year retrospective 
exhibition, “The Thread,” 
opens nt the Vermont 
Community Access Media 
(VCAM) and neighboring 
Regional Educational 
Technology Network (RETN) 
spaces off Flynn Avenue. The 
show, which includes some 
92 pieces from MacDonald’s 
prolific career, resonates with 
skill and intelligence as it demonstrates 
die development of her oeuvre over the 
years. "Looking back, it’s interesting for 
me to see that I've been making viable 
work for 40 years,” she says. “The ideas 
still stand up. 

“There is a way that it all links 
together in terms of my life and work,” 
MacDonald continues. “It really has 
been integrated with the path of my 
journey to date.” 

Some of the earliest works in the 
show are from MacDonald’s "Portrait” 
series from the late 1970s. In those 
works, she struggled to define herself as 
an artist. “In 1976 1 was 23. 1 was trying 
to figure out who I was in the world,” 
she remembers. In several works 
from die "Portrait” series, detailed 
domestic, interior scenes surround 
outlined, faceless figures, voids against 
die intricacy of the surrounding space. 
"I’ve always felt that die minute there's 
a person or figure ill a piece, it becomes 


the focus,” MacDonald explains. "I 
was interested in how to do a portrait 
differendy by defining the person by the 
space around her.” 

The series coincides with the artist's 
early years in Vermont, soon after she 
relocated from Bedford, N.Y., in the mid- 
’70s. 

MacDonald's fascination with the 
spacesand taboosofdomesticity became 
more pronounced in the following 
decade, as she workedin herstudio while 
raisingsmall children. MacDonald, who 
was a strong proponent of women’s 
equality in the arts, remembers the 
dissonance between her activism and 
her life at home. 

“One of die things I noticed about 
the women's movement at that time was 
a real denigration of housework,” she 
says. “You just weren’t supposed to do 
it, but then, who was going to do it? So I 
thought, if I had to do all this repetitive 
housework, why not celebrate it? Why 


not paint the beauty of the 
laundry on the line?” 

The artist’s works from this 
period relish the prismatic 
tumble of toys over the carpet, 
die lyrical swinging of clean 
clothes on the line and colorful 
stacks of laundry. 


the wake of 9/11, MacDonald's works 
featured birds as cooperative creatures 
diat pick a healing thread together and 
bring it to the nest Even in the birds’ 
absence, nests are pictured as evidence 
of their constructive ethos. 

In “Seeds of Hope I” from 2005, a 
fiery red nest spans two halves of a tom 


LOOKING BACK. IT'S INTERESTING FOR ME TO SEETHAT 

I'VE BEEN MAKING VIABLE WORK FOR 40 YEARS. 


sheet of paper, the separation widening 
to a yawning gap at the top. Delicate 
white thread stitches the two halves 
togedier, seeming to repair the split. 
Seedpods lift into the air from the nest, 
floating upward and across the divide. 
"Sewing, for me. is about repairing 
tilings, about bringing things that are 
apart together,” MacDonald explains. 

Her knitting works from the past few 
years are among the artist’s most subde 
and intricate. They are masterpieces 
of gestural drawing that extend the 
metaphoric thread held in the beaks of 
die birds. The knit pieces seem freer in 
style, and more joyful. 

In MacDonald's most recent works, 
“the diread” becomes string. The 
artist began playing cello in 2006 and 
is fascinated widi what she calls the 
“texture” of that instrument's music. 
Her cello pieces seem a fertile beginning 
as she explores how to visually express 
sonic textures. 

MacDonald's aptly named 
retrospective, "The Thread,” reveals die 
rich fabric her intertwining works of 
over four decades: a masterful synthesis 
of a personal spiritual and political 
journey made distinctively visible to the 
outside world. “So much of die influence 
of my work is really lookingfirst at what's 
going on here," MacDonald says with her 
hand on her heart, “and how do I speak 
about that?” ® 


MacDonald’s “Kimono” series from 
the 1990s led her to come to terms with 
early sexual trauma. Of that series she 
writes, “Learning to trust my intuition 
and work from an internal, feeling 
source, I developed images of wounds, 
cocoons, nests and prayers, looking for 
the wholeness that embraces both the 
light and the dark.” 

In the early 2000s, MacDonald 
turned to themes of community action, 
healing and communication, using the 
imagery of birds and nests to consider 
the interrelatedness of individual lives. 
She writes diat birds “live both on the 
land and in the sky.” She sees a kinship 
with them, as her works connect the 
often-separate spheres of her inner 
spiritual life and her public activism. In 
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Carl Rubino When Carl Rubino was a toddler, his mother would turn on classical music and tell him that if he dosed 
Ids eyes, he could see the music. So he did, and he could. That sense of synesthesia stuck with Rubino and has continued to inform his 
photographic work. In "ReHcctions of a Dream Stale.” at Brickels Gallery in Burlington. Rubino's photographs of the natural world 
range from slightly distorted to abstract and disorienting, often incorporating the changing reflections on a pond rippled by wind or a 
beaver's wake. “In short,” he writes in his artist statement, “I seek to capture and interpret life's visual symphonies.'' Through July 31. 
Pictured: "With a Little Help From My Friends." 








“Impressed: Vermont Printmakers 2012” 

Printmakers around the state are pushing the limits of the medium. Ten of the most 
intriguing artists are part of a new show at Stowe’s Helen Day Art Center through 
September 9. Sarah Amos, an Australian living in Fairfield. Vt. uses maps and data 
from her home country to create mesmerizing, almost musical, imagery. Bill Davison, 
who splits his time between Winooski and New York City, addresses die September 11 
terrorist attacks in his spare geometric prints. Brattleboro artist Bobbi Angell, who has a 
background as a scientific illustrator, renders plants and organic forms. “Albrecht Diirer 
approves, and beauty abounds," writes HDAC director Nathan Suter, who curated the 
show. Pictured; "Double Round” by Amos. 
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Jay Peak Resort 

Taste of Newport 

DISTINCTIVE. DIVERSE. DELICIOUS. DOWNTOWN. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 21 st 
$ 65 PER TICKET ' 

Discover Downtown 
Newport’s Restaurants 

(THE EAST SIDE, HOAGIES PIZZA & PASTA, LE BELVEDERE, IAG0 TRATTORIA, BAAN THAI 
CUISINE, NEWPORT NATURAL FOOD CAFE, HABANERO'S MEXICAN GRILLE, JUNIOR'S) 
Only 100 tickets available. 

Reservations by email: info@discovemewportvt.Com or call: 802 323 10S6 
Visit us ot www.discovernewportvt.com/fresh 



Zelde Grimill In the wild world of Zelde Grimm’s pen-and-ink drawii^s, 
you never know what you might find. It might be a topless Gov. Peter Shumlin lifting 
weights inside the belly of a hairy bear. It could be a bunny working on its memoirs 
at a typewriter inside a swan. You might even find a tiny man playing the sousaphonc 
on a grassy knoll inside a mouse. Grimm calls her work "slightly macabre but highly 
whimsical.’’ We dare you to make it through her show, “Animals With Things Living in 
Their Stomachs," at Burlington’s Speaking Volumes without a good chuckle. Through 
July 31. Pictured: “Mouse With Sousaphonc Player on a Grassy Knoll." 
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2012 SUMMER MEMBERS’ EXHIBIT & ’DOODLE 4 
GOOGLE FINAUSTS; Work t* members as well as 


Rutland. Info. 175-0356. 

2STH ANNIVERSARY MEMBERS SHOW: Work In 
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Lawyer’s Breath Whoop Ass Dave's Ultimate Insanity 

Hot Sauce 7.00 Chlpotle Fire 7.00 Hot Sauce 1 0.00 


Decor, Furniture, Housewares and Gifts That... 


HOME 


52 Church St. Marketplace Burl. 863-4644 WWW.homeportOnline.com 
Mon-Sat 10A-8P Sun 12P-5P Locally Owned and Operated tor OVER 28 YEARS 


IMAGINE. 




movies 


First Position ★★★★ 



I didn't care for Black Swan. You 
couldn’t pay me to sit through an 
episode of “Dancing with the Stars." 
When presented with an opportunity 
to preview first-time director Bess Karg- 

say I wasn't overcome with anticipation. So 
it's a testament to just how accomplished 
and appealing this picture is that, within its 
first five minutes, it had me hooked. 

Kargman. a Brookline, Mass., native who 
trained at the Boston Ballet School, employs 
the approach popularized by such films as 
Spellbound and Mad Hot Ballroom. She fol- 
lows six young aspirants as they prepare 
for and make their way through the Youth 

dance-off where the top prizes include 
scholarships and job contracts from the 
world's preeminent ballet institutions. 

From the 5000 who enter worldwide and 
300 who make it to the New York finals, it's 
hard to Imagine the filmmaker handpicking 
a half-dozen young people whose stories 
are more engaging than the ones told here. 
We meet 11-year-old Aran Bell, who started 
lessons at 4, and marvel at how the boy play- 


ing with his BB gun in one scene transforms 
into a confidently soari ng stage performer in 
the next Michaels Deprince is M and deter- 
mined to prove that black girls are not “too 
muscular” to be classical ballerinas. Racism 

Leone, she lost both her parents in the civil 
war. "One time 1 tried to save my teacher." 
she recounts. “But 1 kind of like, blackedout, 
and they just cut her arms and legs off and 
just left her there." 

Half-Japanese Miko Fogarty, 12, has a Ti- 
ger Mom, but her mother's obsessiveness is 
revealed to be incidental to her own passion. 
She's happy to be homeschooled so site can 
practice four to five hours a day. Some of the 
most astonishing performances are given by 

Yemini, Aran's “girlfriend” on the competi- 
tion circuit. She’s a pint-size shape-shifter 
with stage presence way beyond her years, 
“She becomes an adult when she dances," 
says Gaya's mother, almost in disbelief. 

Perhaps the contestant whose story reso- 

Zamora. Bom in Cali, Colombia, he couldn't 
pursue a dance career there, so his parents 


packed him off to New York to study with 
a former American Ballet Theater dancer. 
In one of the film's most affecting passages, 
Kargman's cameras uccom pony Joan on a vi sit 
to his home, ravaged by poverty and crime. 
The director punctuates the moving sequence 
with an effect that speaks volumes about fa- 
milial devotion and sacrifice: The image of 
the young man in hisbackyaid, rehearsing his 
routine, morphs perfectly into the image of 
him performing it on the Grand Prix stage. It'S 
literally a vision of transcendence. 

First Position is filled with fascinating 
glimpses into the world of competitive bal- 
let — the endless lessons, the unrelenting 
physical demands, the social price these 
children freely pay for a shot at their dream 
and the financial one their families bear. 
Who knew, for example, that a pair of dance 

ished by a day's worth of practice? 

More importantly, the film is filled with 
fascinating people. Kargman strikes just the 


test, so that, when the six make it to the mo- 
ment of truth, the viewer is fully invested in 

Prepare tobeblownaway. Far from the du- 
tiful progeny of "Dance Moms,” these are in- 
dividuals of uncommon skill, self-knowledge, 
maturity and drive. They're serious artists 
who just happen to be ldds. Don't be folded: 
they're the real deal. And so is First Position. 

RICK KISONAK 


O First Position starts its run at 

Merrill's ROxyGnemas in Burlington 
on Friday. June 2Z That evening, at 7 and 
9:15 p.m., the theater wi 1 1 host two 
benefit screenings for the Vermont Ballet 
Theaterwlth introductions from Flynn 

and Vermont Ballet Theater artistic 
director Alex Nagiba, $20, flynntix.org 
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Prometheus ★ ★ ★ i 


■ to being more than a shoot- 'em- 
up in space, and big-budget films like that 
come along once in a blue moon. For fleeting 
moments, it recalls the heady days of 200J. 

WithAlien and BladeRwmer, director Rid- 
ley Scott pioneered what Pauline Kael called 
“Jacobean science fiction" - the dark, gritty, 
violence-ridden counterpart to the more op- 
timistic spacescapes of “Star Trek" and Star 
Wars. But Scott, returning to the genre after 
decades away, was always better at crafting 
visuals than stories. For Prometheus, a sort- 

ties over to Jon Spaihts and Damon Lindelof. 
The latter, best known for his work on “Lost” 
appears to have done his damnedest to stuff a 
TV season's worth of plodines, genre clichds 
and undergrad-level philosophizing into a 
two-hour film. The result is scattered, oppor- 
tunistic and unfocused - but not boring 

It starts with a Chariotsof the Gods?-style 
scenario. A pair of scientists (Noomi Rapace 
and Logan Marshall-Green) have discovered 
near-identical cave paintings in far corners 


of the globe, from which they infer that 
aliens may have engineered the human race 
and left us a handy road map back to their 

Interstellar travel is no big whoop in the 
2090s, and our lie rocs enlist a mega-corpo- 
ration to bankroll their expedition to meet 

knows that, as the crew members shake off 

plore a seemingly desolate planet we should 
brace ourselves for something other than 
Spielbergian wonder, 

Scott has assembled an impressive cast, 
including Idris Elba as the ship's captain; 
Charlize Theron as the icy corporate rep; 
and Michael Fassbender as David, the requi- 
site android. Bui the film has a pmnt-of-view 
problem. For roughly the first hour, David 
occupies the protagonist position - a choice 
that works for the audience, because the an- 
droid is more nuanced and likable than the 
film's human characters, most of whom are 
aiToganL crudely conceived, inexplicably dim 
or all three (As they ooh and ahh at relics and 
remains, with little concern for their safety, 
these "scientists” seem more like hungover 
college kids on a field trip) 


Yet the focus on David makes no big- 
picture sense, because he clearly lias ulterior 
motives to which we aren't privy. After Da- 
vid's true mission reveals itself (sort of; most 

than they answer), Rapace’s character be- 
comes the film's focus. But. despite starring 
in one memorably Cronenbergian scene, she 
never succeeds in being more than Ripley 

The mysteries unveiled in Prometheus 
hove already provided fodder for hundreds 
of thousands or words of internet debate; 

and satisfying others, colossally stupid. I 
lean toward the view that Lindelof (and 
whoever else had a hand here) ruined the 
story by whipping up a puree of wonder, ler- 


ron gross-out horror, pulp fiction and vague 
religiosity when a few of those ingredients 
would have sufficed. 

But Prometheus is still a sight to see. 
Scenes such as David watching Lawrence of 
Arabia in the eerily quiet spacecraft; or the 
scientists exploring intestinal-looking hall- 
ways reminiscent of artist H.R. Giger (who 
designed the titular xenomorph of Alien) 
will be remembered longer than who in the 
film did what and why. And you can say one 
thing about Prometheus that you can't of 
most belated sequels andprequels to popular 
franchises: It’s way weirder than a "Greatest 
Hits" compilation. 

MARGOT HARRISON 
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NEW IN THEATERS 

HYSTERIA: Hoop skirts and orgasms, oh my! 
Maggie Gyllenhaal. Hugh Dancy and Rupert 
Everett all participate in the momentous 
invention of the vibratonn thiscomedy 
about the science of sex. circa thel880s. 
Tanya Wexler directed. (100 min. R. Roxy) 
POUSSE: This acclaimed French drama uses 
documentary-style realism to go inside the 
harrowing day-to-day workings of a child- 
protection unit in Paris. One- name actress 
Maiwenn starred, scripted and directed. 

With Karin Viard and Marina Fois. (127 min. 
NR. Palace) 

ROCK OF AGES: Based on the Broadway 
musical loaded with ' 80 s hair-metal hits 
this is the movie where Tom Cruise plays a 
rock god. Yup. Julianne Hough Is a small- 
town girl chasing her dream in Hollywood, 
and Catherine Zeta-Jones Alec Baldwin 
and Bryan Cranston also appear. Adam 
(Hairspray) Shankman directed. (123 min. 
PG-13. Capitol. Bijou, Essex. Majestic. Palace: 
Roxy. Stowe. Sunset Welden) 

SAFETY NOT GUARANTEED: Journalists 
pursue an eccentric blg-box-store employee 
who claims to be a time traveler in this 
offbeat comedy from Vermont-based 
director Colin Trevorrow. who will speak at a 
6/21 screening. Aubrey Plaza, Mark Du plass 
and Jake Johnson star. (94 min. R. Palace) 
THAT'S MY BOY: A man-child raises a child 
into another man-child, then confronts his 
handiwork ashe tries to reconnect with his 
adult son. This sounds like a role for Adam 
Sandler, and it is; Andy Samberg plays his 
offsphng. With Leighton Meester. James 
Caan and Vanilla Ice. Sean (Sex Drive) 
Anders directed the comedy. (116 min, R. 
Bijou. Essex. Majestic. Paramount Sunset, 
Welden) 

NOW PLAYING 

THE AVENGERS* **1/2 Iron MaaThoc 
Captain America and the Hulk team u p to 
form a super-group and battle yet another 
global threat In this Marvel Comics extrava- 
ganza. Starring Robert Downey Jr., Chris 
Hemsworth. Chris Evans. Jeremy Renner. 


ratings 

* = refund, please 

** = could've been worse, but not a lot 

**** = smarter than the average bear 
***** = as good as it gets 


MOVIE CLIPS = 


Mark Ruffalo. Scarlett Johansson and 
Samuel L Jackson. Joss Whedon directed. 
(140 min, PG-13. Big Picture, Capitol. Essex 
|3-D|, Majestic |3-Ol Palace, Roxy, Sunset) 
BATTLESHIP*l/2 Sailors are the world's 
last line of defense against a mystertous 

Skarsgard star. Peter (Hancock) Berg 
directed. (131 min, PG-13. Sunset; ends 6/14) 
BERNIE**** Jack Black plays a well-liked 
small-town resident suspected of murdering 
his wealthy patron (Shirley MacLaine) in 
this dark comedy based on real events. With 
Matthew McConaughey. Richard (Waking 
Life) Linklater directed. (104 min, PG-13. 

Roxy, Savoy) 

THE BEST EXOTIC MARIGOLD 

HOTEL* **1/2 Aging folks of limited means 

Find themselves living in a ramshackle hotel 

some of the UK’s best actors, including Judi 
Dench. Maggie Smith. Tom Wilkinson and Bill 
Nighy. John (Shakespeare In Love) Madden 
directed. (124 min, PG-13. Essex, Majestic, 
Roxy, Savoy) 

CHERNOBYL DIARIES*l/2 From the 
Department of This Should Be Obvious: 

Next time someone invites you on a tour of 
a deserted city adjacent to the Chernobyl 
reactor, just say no. Jesse McCartney. 
Jonathan Sadowski and Olivia Dudley play 
unwary visitors In this horror flick. Bradley 
Parker makes his directorial debut. (90 mia 
R. Essex. Sunset) 

CROOKED ARROWS* **1/2 Brandon Routh 

Native American high school lacrosse team 
in the first film devoted to the sport, set in 
central New York. With Gil Birmingham and 
Crystal Allen. Steve Rash directed. (100 min. 
PG-13. Palace: ends 6/14) 

THE DICTATOR** Sacha Baron Cohen adds 
another imperiously bizarre character to his 
resume In this comedy. He's an autocratic 
ruler who finds himself forced to adjust 
to life among the American rabble, with 
Anna Paris and John C. Reilly. Larry Charles 
directed. (83 mia R. Essex. Majestic, Palace 

THE HUNGER GAMES**** A teenager 
(Jennifer Lawrence) volunteers to replace 
her sister in a televised gladiatorial combat 
to the death in this adaptation of Suzanne 
Collins' best-selling young-adult novel, set in 
a dystopian future. With Josh Hutchersoa 
Liam Hemsworth. Woody Harrelson and 
Stanley Tucci. Gary Ross directed. (142 mia 
PG-13. Palace: ends 6/14) 

MADAGASCAR 3: EUROPE'S MOST 
WANTED*** Still trying to return 
home, the Central Park Zoo animals find 
themselves taking over a traveling circus in 
theirthird computer-animated adventure. 

got a writing credit With the voices of Ben 
Stiller, Chris Rock, David Schwimmer, Jada 
Pinkett Smith and Sacha Baron Cohen. Eric 
Darnell. Tom McGrath and Conrad Vernon 
directed. (93 min. PG. Big Picture, Bijou. 
Capitol. Essex, Majestic. Palace, Paramount. 
St. Albans, Stowe. Sunset Welden) 


RATINGS ASSIGNED TO MOVIES NOT REVIEWED 
BY RICK KISONAK OR MARGOT HARRISON ARE 
COURTESY OF METACRfTICCOM. WHICH AVERAGES 


READ MOVIE REVIEWERS. 


IE COUNTRYS MOST WIDELY 



The Thursday evening Sunsets at Shelburne Museum program 
kicks off June 21 with Music at the Museum featuring New England 
folk music from Atlantic Gossing. 


SUNSETS AT SHELBURNE MUSEUM 

Thursday evenings 5-7:30 through August 9 

Men and the Art of Quiltmaking. Join special guest Joe “the Quilter" 
Cunningham for a lecture and gallery tour. To register please e-mail 
education@shelburnemuseum.org June 28 

Once Upon a Time. Meet your favorite fairytale characters in an enchanting 
evening filled with activities and fun for princes and princesses of all ages. 
July 5 

Rockets and Robots. Blast off for an evening of sci-fi fun. Create a robot 
with Dr. Bricklestein. Build a rocket and enter another world through the 
exhibition Time Machines: Robots, Rockets, and Steampunk. July 12 


Music at the Museum featuring Dave Keller. Enjoy a soulful summer 
evening with the award winning blues musician. July 79 

ArtScape. Rediscover your inner artist, while experimenting with a variety 
of artistic media. July 26 

The Future of Shelburne Museum. Director Tom Denenberg shares his 
thoughts on the Museum's future. To register please e-mail 
education@shelburnemuseum.org. August 2 

A Mechanical Affair. Jules Verne meets tech in the fantasy world of steam- 
punk. Be transported into the neo-Victorian culture for the evening. 
August 9 


SUNSETS AT SHELBURNE MUSEUM IS SPONSORED BY: Jg CltlZenSBSnk 
MEN AND THE ART OF QUILTMAKINC IS SPONSORED BY: TIIEWDCFS 
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Vermont residents $10 admission; children S5 
6000 Shelburne Road, Shelburne, Vermont, 
802-985-3346 


SHELBURNE 
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MEN IN BUCK 3**l/2 Will Smith Is a 
government agent hunting wayward aliens 
again in this action-comedy. This time he's 
on a mission back in time to save his partner 
(Tommy LeeJonesinthe present Josh 
Brolin in the Swinging Sixties). With Emma 
Thompson and Michael Stuhlbarg. Barry 
Sonnenfeld returns as director. (106 min. 
PG-13. Bijou. Capitol. Essex |3-D). Majestic 
|3-D|, Palace. Paramount |3-D) Roxy. St. 
Albans. Stowe. Sunset) 

PROMETHEUS* **1/2 Director Ridley Scott 
returns with this dark SF thriller about a 

verse (which does not mean the tentaded 
baddies will show). Michael Fassbender. 
CharlizeTheron, Noomi Rapaceand Idris 
Elba star. (127 min, R. Bijou. Capitol. Essex. 
Majestic Palace. Roxy. Sunset Welden) 
SNOW WHITE AND THE HUNTSMAN*** 

White film of 2012, Kristen Stewart plays 
the title character, who teams up with Chris 
Hemsworth to battle her nemesis, theevil 
queen (Charllze Theron). Rupert Sanders 
directed. (127 min. PG-13. Bijou. Capitol. 

Essex, Majestic Palace, Roxy. Stowe. Sunset 
Welden) 

WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN YOU'RE 
EXPECTING** Expect this: An ensemble 
comedy full of attractive actors playing 
couples who laugh, cry and learn to deal with 
the issues posed by their impending bundles 
of joy. Oh. and gags about pregnancy 


Diaz. Chris Rock. Dennis Quaid. Brooklyn 
Decker, Jennffer Lopez and many more. Kirk 
(Everybody's Fine) Jones directed, (120 min. 
PG-13.Blg Picture. Majestic. Palace) 

NEW ON VIDEO 

GHOST RIDER: SPIRIT OF VENGEANCE* 1/2 

Nicolas Cage returns as the flaming undead 
bi ker, who finds himself protecting a young 
boy in the sequel to the campy hit based on 
a comic. With Fergus Riordan. Idris Elba and 
Ciaran Hinds as Old Scratch. Mark Neveldine 
and Brian Taylor directed. (96 min. PG-13) 
SHERLOCK HOLMES: A GAME OF 
SHADOWS* *1/2 The sleuth (Robert 
Downey Jr.) goes up against his arch-enemy. 
Professor Mori arty (Jared Harris), who 
menaces the crowned heads of Europe, in 
Guy Ritchie's sequel to his loud, actiony 
take on Arthur Conan Doyle. With Jude Law. 
Stephen Fry and Noomi Rapace. 029 min. 
PG-13) 

THIN ICE: A small-town insurance agent 
hatches a get-rich-qutck plot in thiscomlc 
nolr from writer-director Jill Sprecher. Greg 
Kin near. Alan Arkin and Billy Crudup star. (93 
min. R. Read Margot Harrison's Movies You 
Missed review this Friday on our staff blog. 
Blurt.) 

TYLER PERRY'S GOOD DEEDS** This time 
around, writer-director Perry also plays the 
romantic lead in his dramedy, as a business- 
man who finds his life being transformed by 
a cleaning woman. With Gabrielle Union and 

cleaning lady in onema. (Ill min. PG-13) 



movies 

you missed 

AN EXCERPT FROM BLURT, 

THE SEVEN OATS STAFF BLOG 



Movies You Missed 42: Tomboy 

This week in Movies You Missed: A 10-year-old makes gender trouble In France. 




What You Missed: 

wxsr™ » . „„ 

neighborhood with her pregnant mom 
(Sophie Cattani), her dad (Mathiu Demy) 
and her 6-year-old sister. Jeanne (Malonn 
Levana), she isn't planning to pass herself 
- is a boy. But then she meets her next- 
r neighbor, Lisa (Jeanne Disson), 
) sizes up Laure's short hair and 
androgynous clothes and asks. “T'es nouveau?” (“Are you the new boy?") 

Laure doesn't correct her. She offers her name as ''Mikael.'’ And so begins a 
summertime deception that leads to Laure beating up small boys, playing soccer, 
fashioning naughty bits out of modeling clay and having her first kiss with a girl. 

MARGOT HARRISON 





Vermont Technical College 

Continuing Education and Workforce Development 


Field Wetland ID for Surveyors/Managers: 

6/18, 8am-4:30pm, Williston 

ARC GIS: 6/21-6/22, 8am-4pm, Williston 
GPS Training: 6/29/12, 8am-4pm, Randolph 
Project Management: 7/25, 8am-4:30pm, Williston 
Business Ethics: 7/16-7/20, 8am-4:30pm - Williston 

Onsite Waste Water Test Pit Practice: 

6/22 or 7/1 2, 8am-4pm, Randolph 

Carlson Surfaces: 7/13, 8am-noon, Randolph 
Carlson Field to Finish: 7/20, 8am-noon, Randolph 

VT Desktop Environmental Analysis: 

7/27, 8am-noon, Randolph 

Astounding Customer Service 
for Frontline Heroes 

8/22, 8am-noon, Williston 


Register at www.vtc.edu/cewd. 

72 Helena Dr. Suite 120 
TECH williston • 802-879-2336 
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i-o^OPPOLL 

HOLLYHOCKS, PONSIGS & VIOLOS 
OS WCLL OS 

CGGPLONT, ONIONS & TOMOT' 

Only 4 miles from I- 89 In beoutifu) Jericho, 
Vermont just off of Borber Parm Road 
Phone: BQZ-B99-5 1 Z3 / www.arcana.us 



Looking for open-minded, 
creative, hard-working, 
independent, curious, 
fun, not-so-mainstream 
individuals wanting to 
change the world (see below). 
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OPEN HOUSE 

IT’S NOT 
TOO LATE 
TO APPLY 

for the 

Fall 2012 

Burlington College 

Semester 


= NEWS QUIRKS B¥R0LANDSWEET = 


Curses, Foiled Again 

Police couldn't help but arrest Mahogany 
Mason-Kelly. 20. in Jefferson County, 
Texas, after die Lamar University stu- 
dent Tweeted. "I still got a warrant in 
Pearland ... Those pigs will NEVER catch 
me!!! ... NEVER!!!!" It was only a traffic 
warrant, but Mason-Kelly “kind of put it 
out there, didn't she?" Randy Martin of 
the Lamar police department said after 
transferring custody to Pearland officers. 
“It’s a pretty good theory that there was 
probably more effort in this case." (Beau- 
mont Enterprise) 

Police accused Joshua Hughes, 25, of 
hiding in the University of Nebraska- 
Lincoln's Love Library North after hours 
and setting fire to three books. Hughes 
was arrested after he called 9-1-1 for help 
because he couldn’t find his way out of 
the library when the fire started. The 
only damage was the three burned books. 
(Associated Press) 

Litigation Nation 

When William Martinez, 31, saw a cardi- 
ologist in Gwinnett, Ga.. about chest pain 
that radiated into his arm. the cardiolo- 
gist determined the man was at “high 
risk" of having clogged heart arteries. 

He ordered a nuclear stress test to be 
done in eight days. The day before the 
test, Martinez and a friend had sex with 
a woman who was not his wife. He died 
shortly after the threesome. Martinez's 
widow and their two children sued the 
cardiologist, insisting he should have had 
Martinez tested immediately or at least 
warned him to avoid physical exertion. 

A jury awarded the family S3 million. 
(Gwinnett Daily Post) 

Another Nail in 
Journalism’s Coffin 

Robots are being taught to write news 
stories. Programmers at Chicago-based 
Narrative Science have developed com- 
puter algorithms that initially produced 
rote summaries of sports games and 
stock market data but have advanced 
to learning human sensitivity, enabling 
them to recognize a team's strong perfor- 
mance or pick up on trends and details 
that human reporters might miss. Robot 
reporters are already getting bylines 
for earnings forecasts at Forbes.com. 
(Wired) 

Infamous Firsts 

Police who arrested Chad Lee Lind- 
ley, 40, in Fargo, N.D„ identified him 
as the first person in North Dakota to 
be charged with pimping "We are not 
going to tolerate this,” Lt. Joel Vettel an- 
nounced. (Fargo's WDAY-TV) 

Retired judge Jacques Delisle, accused of 
murdering his wife of 50 years, was iden- 
tified as the first member of Canada's 
judiciary to stand trial on such a serious 
charge. Audiorities said Delisle was liv- 


ing a double life and seeing his secretary 
when partially paralyzed Marie-Nicole 
Rainville, 71, was found dead at the 
couple's Quebec City apartment with a 
revolver lying beside her. Delisle called 
9-1-1 and reported the death as a suicide. 
When the operator asked him if Rainville 
had mentioned taking her own life, Del- 
isle answered, “It’s a long story.” (CBC 
News) 

Igniting Outrage 

Citizens in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, objected 
after dieir longtime "eternal flame” was 
extinguished for five hours. The 28-year- 
old flame, a tribute to Soviet soldiers who 
died in World War II, bums in Victory 
Square in front of a statue of a woman 
symbolizing those who waited for loved 
ones to return from the war. Yevgeniy 
Orlenko, deputy director of die state- 
owned energy supplier KyrgyzGaz, ex- 
plained the gas was shut off because the 
local government’s unpaid bills totaled 
S9400. After the incident was reported 
abroad. KyrgyzGaz officials re-explained 
that die gas had actually been turned off 
for maintenance. (Washington Times) 

Salesmanship Follies 

During a tour of six Asian countries, 
Russia's newest civil airliner, die Suk- 
hoi Superjet 100, took passengers on 
demonstration flights. In Indonesia, the 
aircraft completed its initial flight, buton 
its second flight later that day, it disap- 
peared 21 minutes after takeoff while 
flying over a volcano soudi of Jakarta. 
Tile crash killed all 45 on board. Earlier 
this year, two Superjet 100s operated by 
Russia's Aeroflot had to make unsched- 
uled landings because of faulty landing 
gear. (CNN) 

Computer Justice 

A computer glitch resulted in 1200 citi- 
zens being summoned for jury duty all 
at once at the Placer County, Calif. The 
system’s error caused a rare traffic jam 
on Interstate 80 in Auburn as 800 of the 
jurors actually showed up for die 8 p.m. 
Tuesday session. Court executive officer 
Geoff Brandt explained die technical er- 

to go into default mode, “and we were 
unaware die default mode was to call in 
every jury panel we had scheduled for 
the week.” Although Brandt added, "We 
apologize profusely." die people who 
showed up were informed that diey'd 
still have to show up on their real sched- 
uled day. (Sacramento’s KVOR-TV) 

Instant Karma 

Even diough Spain's King Juan Carlos. 

74, is honorary president of the Spanish 
branch of the World Wildlife Fund, in 

to hunt elephants. While on safari, the 
monarch fell and broke his hip. (Associ- 
ated Press) 
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■ Great Office Space 

■ Daily Rentals For Events 

■ Monthly Parking Availa 




AMAZON 


A LITTLE LESS AMAZON IS ALL WE'RE ASKING. 

We'd like you to support a local bookstore instead of Amazon. 

We are Phoenix Books and we are opening a second location in 
downtown Burlington. But to be successful here, we need you join 
us. We are offering you two ways to help. Join us and we'll even 
send Amazon an email, letting them know that you're buying your 
books locally. 
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join Main Street Landing’s neighborhood 
of creative and friendly businesses 

Available For Rent: 

■ Environmentally friendly office space 

■ Unique meeting, event and 
performance space for daily rentals 

■ Monthly parking permits in the 
Cornerstone garage 

Call Melinda Moulton (802) 864-7999 


MAIN STREET LANDING 

Creating healthy places for people 
to work and play 

mainstreetlanding.com 




1. Premium Membership for $1,000: 

Get $1,000 in store credit, 10% off your purchases, exclusive 
invites to author events and more. 

2. Book Club Membership for $100: 

Get 10% off every purchase for five years and sleep well at 
night knowing you're supporting a great local business. 



John Jasperse Company 

"Fort Blossom (revisited)" 2000/2012) 

Thursday & Friday. June 14 & 15 at 7:30 pm 
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The Solo Workshop 

“Magnetic Personalities” 
Saturday, June 16 at 8 pm 

(Comcast m*. SEVENDAYS 


www.flynncenfer.org or call 86-flynn today! 
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EXPLORING, OPEN AND CAUTIOUS 

Would love to meet an Intell IgenL open- 
work hard, love to laugh, play In the dirt, 
go on adventures. I am learning Intake 

gardens I so lovingly tend Commlted to 
Deing healthy, love dragonboating hope 
to find a kayaking buddy. Cieolebelle. 62 


DORA THE EXPLORER 


For relationships, dates, flirts and i-spys: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 


FUN. ENERGETIC. SHY VISIONARY MORNING PERSON 





GNARLY. FRIENDLY, NICE. ACTIVE LATIN 



HERE GOES AGAIN-. 



"stuff and enjoy travel and adventure. 




CURJoUS? 

You read Seven Days. 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
1600 local singles with 
profiles including photos, 
voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

a See photos of 
this person online. 


Looking for some new people to 
getto know! lovermontli 22 O 


SPORTS-LOVING DANCE CHICK 





SINGLE WOMAN 

around Icarrottopl970 38 0 


SWEET AND FUNNY SEEKING SIMILAR 



JUST THE BASICS 

LOVE: reading, conspiracy theories, “Star Trek," baking video 
games, football, horror movies 

HATE: liars, cruelty, being late and being stood up, soggy 
homefries, people who fall asleep during movies, 

lucyfilmmaker. 27, WOMEN SEEKING MEN. 

On a Saturday night you will most likely find me drinking wine 
and watching "Intervention." 





SEVEN DAYS 
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LOOKING FOR MY FIRST BLACK 

sex with a big. black guy. And when 
mean. Tear me up. lovebug 25, Cl 


LOOKING FOR SOME FUN 



NAUGHTY LOCAL GIRLS 

WANT TO CONNECT 
WITH YOU 

1-888-420-BABE 

691 



WANNA SEE MY WILO SBE? 

Seekl ng guy who wants to have 


For group fun, BDSM play, and full-on kink: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 




SUBMISSIVE LOOKINGFOROOM 





CURioUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 
Browse more than 
1600 local singles with 
profiles including photos, 
voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

a See photos of 
this person online. 


want to? YoungAnd Reckless 20 



LONG-LASTING. HARD ANO THICK 

Hello beautiful ladies I'm looking 



unimaginable degree. Wlllinglyl 27 




CURIOUS COUPLE 



K!NK oF 1HE WEEK: 


I'm a fiery bitch who wants to be worshiped and pleasured. 
I love giving, especially to a man in ways he is shy about 
telling me. You game, nasty boy? LadySylvanas, 23, 
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If you've been 
spied, go online 
to contact your 
admirer! 

sevendaysvt.com/per50nals 


MAYBE everything else. The top of the list. Find 



RE: MORGAN HORSE 




BEAUTIFUL CITY MARKET STOCKER 

drown to. Hope you come by and talk to me soon. 

When: Thursday, May 31, 2012- Where: City 
Market You: Woman. Me Woman. >910263 



OH MY GOODNESS. ..THOSE BEAUTIFUL BROWNS! 



Saturday. June 9. 2012. Where: Jolle/s Store 
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THANKS ' 
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RECEIVE 20% OFF 

Aveda Man’s P • 

&TAKE$50FF 


$50 GiftCeraficate purchase 

Offer validJunel -June 17,2012 

www.obrienssalons.com 

f ms 


On the rare occasion that I get super drunk, al 
have anal sex. My boyfriends and hookups have told me that 
I get demanding and literally try to guide their members into 
my butt (with no lube, mind you). A couple of guys have tried to 
accommodate but it hurts like hell, so we stop and I wake up with 
a sore ass. I have never had full-on anal when sober, so why do I 
insist on trying it when I'm drunk? Apparently I think it's sexy in the 
moment, but really I'm just embarrassing myself. 




Anal Retentive 


When you say hello to booze, you say good bye to your inhibitions. 
Once you've had a few. you find anal sex to be as intoxicating as 
a martini, which indicates that you may have some underlying 
curiosity — so lose the booze and get down to some sober back-door 
exploration! 

When done correctly, anal sex is safe, fun and fulfilling. When 
done hastily and without lubrication, it can be painful and 
dangerous. Grab a willing partner, a box of condoms, a bottle of lube 
and a copy of Tristan Taormino's The Ultimate Guide to Anal Sex for 
Women. Trust me, this concoction is more potent than a Long Island 
iced tea and more fun than a sake bomb. 

And one more thing — were you using condoms during these 
drunken hookups? If you're drinking so much that you’re engaging in 
risky activities, perhaps it's time to examine your alcohol intake. It's 
all fun and games until someone gets an STI. 


(Jiiwtog UrdfciK, 


Need advice? 

Email meatmistress@sevendaysvt.com 
or share your own advice on my blog at 

sevendaysvLcom /blogs. 








Feel what it’s like 
to have the world 
at your feet. 





